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South Africa has consistently been an example
of unwavering commitment to its principles,
particularly its support for the Palestinian
cause, despite significant adverse consequences.
Having endured decades of apartheid, the South
African nation has a profound understanding
of injustice and oppression. Therefore, its
support for Palestine transcends mere political
alignment, embodying a moral obligation
deeply rooted in its own historical experience.

Despite mounting American pressure to
withdraw the lawsuit against the occupying
entity before the International Court of Justice,
which involves the suspension of aid and the
freezing of significant trade agreements such
as AGOA-threatening exports valued at $3.6
billion-Pretoria remains resolute in its stance.

This noble South African position was
previously translated into an unprecedented
legal action when, last year, a lawsuit was filed
before the International Court of Justice against
the entity on charges of committing genocide in
the Gaza Strip. The lawsuit presented strong
evidence supporting the case, affirming that the
world cannot turn a blind eye to such crimes.

However, this position has not been without cost,
as economic sanctions and political pressures
jeopardize South Africa’s stability, which is

already facing intricate internal challenges.
Nevertheless, the nation’s leadership maintains
that international justice is not a mere slogan,
but a noble and heroic principle that deserves
to be defended, regardless of any cost.

In this regard, I commend the statement made
by the South African Minister of International
Relations and Cooperation, Mr. Ronald
Lamola, which reaffirms this commitment. He
remarked, “We come from a history of struggle
and the quest for freedom, and we believe that
every individual deserves justice and human
dignity. South Africa will not withdraw its
support for the Palestinian cause.” He stressed
that while upholding principles may be costly,
it is crucial to safeguard international law
from disintegration.

South Africa’s stance represents more than a
mere political or legal challenge; it is a struggle
to uphold human dignity and international
order in the face of competing geopolitical
interests. In an era marked by diminishing
adherence to international law, South Africa
continues to honor the vision of its late
leader, Nelson Mandela, who stated: “Our
freedom is incomplete without the freedom
of the Palestinians”. While the challenges
predominantly arise from external sources,
Pretoria also confronts internal difficulties.
Some voices within the government advocate for
reassessing relations with Washington, whereas
others perceive American pressures as part of
a larger campaign aimed at undermining the
independence of international decision-making.

Nevertheless, South Africa maintains that
justice must not be subordinated to political
coercion, and that human values should take
precedence over narrow interests.



