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Since its inauguration in 1869, the Suez Canal
has remained a cornerstone of the global trade
network, currently facilitating around 12%
of international trade, according to data from
the Suez Canal Authority. Beyond its strategic
economic role, the Canal stands as a powerful
emblem of national sovereignty, achieved with
Egyptian will in 1956, when the late President
Jamal Abdel Nasser declared its nationalization-
an assertive act of independence that challenged
three dominant colonial powers of the era. In
doing so, Egypt asserted that: national interests
are not subject to foreign control, but are upheld
through sovereign determination.

In today’s fast-paced and increasingly complex
global landscape, the Suez Canal must adapt
to the demands of a rapidly evolving era. This
requires the integration of advanced technologies
such as artificial intelligence and the Internet of
Things to enhance the monitoring of maritime
traffic and mitigate the risk of incidents akin
to the “Ever Given” blockage. Furthermore,
the Canal is embracing green energy initiatives
and intelligent expansion strategies to keep
pace with the growing scale and capacity of
modern vessels. In my perspective, the desired
vision should extend beyond the physical
expansion of the navigational channel to
encompass the development of a comprehensive
economic corridor. This would include modern
logistics zones, advanced maintenance centers,
blockchain-based warehousing systems, and
ultra-high-speed data networks connecting the
Canal to both the African and Asian interiors,

and reduce transit times by at least 15% while
offering competitive logistical incentives to
attract new and emerging shipping enterprises.

The Suez Canal stands as a civilizational
project that serves the interests of all humanity,
constituting a strategic cornerstone for the entire
Arab world. It functions as a vital link between
East and West, promoting economic integration
and cooperation among nations. In this context,
Egypt’s central role in enhancing and sustaining
this critical passageway is of great importance-
particularly under the leadership of President
Abdel Fattah EIl-Sisi. His administration has
elevated the development of the Canal to a
national priority, embedding it within a broader
strategic vision aimed at building a modern state
with a proactive and influential presence on both
regional and international levels.

Throughthe201Sexpansionproject,coupledwith
ongoing initiatives to modernize infrastructure
and enhance the Canal’s logistical capacities,
Egypt has demonstrated a resolute commitment
to transforming the Suez Canal from a mere
maritime passage into a global center for trade
and maritime services. These commendable
efforts should not be regarded solely within the
framework of economic development, but also
as a definitive statement that Egyptis dedicating
its resources to support the global trade system,
with a focus on strengthening both regional and
international integration through this crucial
waterway.

The development of the Suez Canal is a
responsibility that transcends geography
and history. Today, it stands as a trust in our
hands-one that compels us to think beyond
traditional frameworks. Establishing an
international investment fund dedicated to
the Canal’s modernization may represent one
of the boldest and most pragmatic options
to ensure that this vital artery continues to
sustain the lifeblood of the global economy
and remains resilient in the face of rapid
geopolitical change and growing competition.



