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Afro-Asian Knowledge-based Society

Founders' Conference

Introduction

The idea behind this Conference stemmed from the call of His Excellency
President Mohammed Hosni Mubarak at the African summit held in Sharm
El-Sheikh for the advancement of the African continent through exerting joint
efforts to achieve tangible development at various institutional and economic
levels.

From here, this idea was inspired by the Afro-Asian Peoples Solidarity
Organization (AAPSO), especially in view of its significant role in the liberation of
many African and Asian states.

Thus, AAPSOjoinedits efforts with the Arab Knowledge and Management Society
(AKMS) under the chairmanship of Mr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, honorary member of
AAPSO holding the event under the theme Afro-Asian Knowledge-based Society
Founders Conference that was convened in Cairo, January 11-12, 2009.

The Conference aims at establishing an Afro-Asian network to boost the social
and economic interaction between both continents especially in the field of
ICTs.

Facilitating access and use of technical information sources is another goal to
be achieved by this Afro-Asian gathering, in addition to developing an initiative
for the knowledge-based economy as well as establishing an Afro-Asian business
council.

The Conference was held under the auspices of the Prime Minister Dr. Ahmed
Nazif, and supported by a number of institutions in the Arab Republic of Egypt.

Prominent researchers and experts, from Africa and Asia, in the field of
information, knowledge-based economy, and technology have been invited to
attend. Furthermore, experts, government representatives and ambassadors
of the Arab Republic of Egypt have been also invited to strengthen the ongoing
efforts of the peoples of Africa and Asia for the development of knowledge-based
economy.







Presentation

This documentary book was prepared with a view to implementing the
resolutions of the International Conference for the Initiative Towards an Afro-
Asian Knowledge Society. It includes all the speeches, lectures, research, working
papers and interventions.

I strongly hope that the book would contribute to the benefit of all those who
participated and those who did not participate, due to their conditions, in the
work of the conference. You would find significant documents and information
in this publication since we have documented research in all honesty as they
were presented at the Conference. The contents were divided as follows:

- Opening session

- Minutes of the Conference Sessions
-The final statement

- Cairo Declaration

-Names of the Participants Appendix.

Executive management of the Initiative has worked to translate and prepare
documents in the three languages; Arabic, English and French to promote
knowledge on a large scale.

The crowd of participants at the conference, representatives of Governments
and institutions of African and Asian countries, United Nations bodies, and
experts from AKMS allowed for opening a direct, meaningful and constructive
debate on vital issues relating to the two continents from all aspects as well as
exchanging experiences and knowledge. The participants unanimously stressed
the importance of such a book. Whoever read this book will inevitably come out
with the same result.

I leave you to read the book and I hope that efforts would be concerted in the
implementation of programs and access to joint projects in all sectors of the
economy, productivity and service, leading to the establishment of the Afro-
Asian Economic Council as well as achieving development and prosperity for the
people and countries of Africa and Asia.

Talal Abu-Ghazaleh
Chairman of the Initiative




CONFERENCE AGENDA

CONFERENCE AGENDA

Day One: Sunday, January 11,2009

Registration

Opening Session

» Statement of His Excellency Dr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali, Chairman of Egypt's National Council for Human Rights
(NCHR) and former United Nations Secretary General

- Statement of Mr. Abdul Waheed Khan, Assistant Director-General for Communication and Information, United
Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)

e Statement of Mr. Abdul Hamid Mamdouh, Director of the Trade in Services division, World Trade Organization
(WTO)

« Statement of Mr. Ahmad Hamrouch, President of the Afro-Asian Peoples’ Solidarity Organization (AAPSO)

« Statement of Mr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, the Co-Chair of United Nations Global Alliance for ICT
and Development (UN GAID)

e Opening statement of HE Dr. Tarek Kamel, Minister of Communication and Information Technology of Arab
Republic of Egypt, on behalf of H. E. Dr. Ahmed Nazif, the Prime Minister of the Arab Republic of Egypt

Media meetings

Session I:

A Changing World Order: The Need for Creation of an Afro-Asian Network

Chairperson: H.E. Ahmed Obeidat, Former Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Jordan
Speakers:

« H.E. Mohamed Fayek, Former Minister of Information of Arab Republic of Egypt and a Member of Egypt’'s National
Council for Human Rights (NCHR)

e Mr. Al-Sayed Yassin, Adviser to Al-Ahram Center for Political and Strategic Studies and Professor of Political
Sociology at the National Center for Social and Criminological Research in Cairo

e Mr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, President, Arab Knowledge & Management Society (AKMS)

Rapporteur: Mr. Talal Awadi, Media Executive Director, Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization

Questions & Answers
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Session I1:
Knowledge Society: Policy makers, facilitating the identification

and use of technological solutions and the creation of an enabling environment

Chairperson: H.E. Ambassador Dr. Diery Seck, Director, UN African Institute for Economic
Development and Planning, Senegal

Speakers:

e Dr. Salem Agtash, Chairman’s Senior Advisor on ICT and technology, TAG-Org
« Dr. Mona L. Zaki, Chief Executive Officer, Global Strategic Consultants, Egypt

Rapporteur: Mr. Roufan Nahhas, Editor in Chief, ag-IP News Agency

Questions and Answers

Day Two: Monday, January 12,2009

Session I11:

Enabling Environment Modalities’:

Identifying effective modalities for promoting and supporting actions

Chairperson: Mr. Abdel-Hamid Mamdouh, Director of the Trade in Services division, World Trade
Organization

Speakers:

* Dr. Mahmoud Abdel Fadeel, Professor of Economics, Cairo University, Egypt

» Prof. Gillian Marcelle, Associate Professor of Strategy and Innovation, Wits Business School, University of the
Witwatersrand, South Africa

« Dr. Raed Awdeh, Executive Director, International Relations and eLearning, Talal Abu-Ghazaleh College of
Business (TAGCB), Kingdom of Jordan

e Mr. Jawad Abbasi, General Manager, Arab Advisors Group, Member of the Arab Jordan Investment Bank Group

Rapporteur: Mr. Khaled Abu-Osbeh, Executive Director, Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Consulting

Questions & Answers
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Session IV:

ICT for Capacity Building:

Prompting the use of ICT for capacity building and human resource development

Chairperson: Mr. Nii Quaynor, Chairman & CEO, Network Computer Systems Ltd.
Speakers:

»  Prof. Haroub Othman, Professor, Institute of Development Studies, Dar es Salaam University, Tanzania

» Dr. Konstantin Vinogradov, Research and Education Programs Director, Russian Society for Solidarity and
Cooperation of Afro-Asian Peoples’, Russian Federation

e Abdul Waheed Khan, Assistant Director-General for Communication and Information

Rapporteur: Mr. Haitham Abu-Ghazaleh, Executive Director, Talal Abu-Ghazaleh & Co. International - Riyadh Office

Questions & Answers

Session V: Success Stories

Chairperson: Dr. Mona Makram-Ebeid, Egypt Professor at American University at Cairo & former Member of Parliament

- Egypt: Dr. Hoda Baraka - First Deputy to the Minister of Communication and Information Technology,

Ministry of Communication and Information Technology (Egypt)

- Arab Countries: Mr. Salah Abu-Osbeh, Executive Director, TAG-Academies, Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization
(TAG-Org)

- Asia: Mr. Won-Gyu Hwang, Professor & Advisor, Strategy and Policy Unit, Office of the President, Republic of Rwanda

Rapporteur: Mr. Bassem Al-Yusuf, Executive Director, Group Corporate Secretariat,
Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization (TAG-Org)

Closing Session

Conference Recommendations / H.E. Ambassador Hussein El Kamel
Cairo Declaration / H.E. Ambassador Said Kamal
Steering Committee Chair / H.E. Ambassador Said Kamal, Permanent Secretariat of AAPSO

Conference Rapporteur / Mr. Nouri Abdul Razzak, Permanent Secretariat of AAPSO




ORGANIZERS

Organizers

The Afro-Asian Solidarity Organization (AAPSO)

The Afro-Asian Solidarity Organization (AAPSO) is a non-governmental organization with national commit-
tees in more than 90 countries of the world - in Asia and Africa, and has associate member committees in
Europe and Latin America. The first conference of the Afro-Asian Peoples Solidarity movement was held in
Cairo at the end 0f 1957 until January 1,1958 and resulted in the establishment of the Permanent Secretariat
of the Organization with its permanent headquarters in Cairo.

OSPAA/AAPSO/ || 4 & p

AAPSO struggled firmly and resolutely since its inception against colonialism, apartheid, wars and endeavored for peace. It
extended all forms of support to peoples in Africa, Asia and Latin America. Since many conditions have changed in African
and Asian countries, the Organization adopted many issues across Asia and Africa such as development, technology, scien-
tific revolution, South-South cooperation, and North-South cooperation.

AAPSO has consultative status with the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) of the United Nations, the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development (UNESCO), the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) and the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD). It is also the only international non-governmental organi-
zation, which has observer status in the Non-Aligned Movement since its inception as well as in the African Commission on
Human and Peoples Rights.

Over the past fifty years, AAPSO held several meetings and conferences to discuss critical issues related to African and Asian
nations, including economic hardships, women-s issues, information, education, international social development, disarma-
ment, conflict resolution, environment and sustainable development issues.

The Arab Knowledge and Management Society (AKMS)

The Arab Knowledge and Management Society (AKMS), a non-profit organization, was established on Au-
gust 29,1989, in Buffalo-New York City - USA, and registered officially in Amman on October 10,1990 under the
name of the ‘Arab Management Society'.

AKMS aims at enhancing the awareness and exchanging the expertise and skills in the fields of knowledge management
amongst corporate, social and institutional entities in the Arab world, by implementing specialized programs and activities
aimed to develop managerial, technology-oriented and other skills. AKMS plays a pioneering role in organizing, directing,
motivating, and developing Arab society in order to transform it into a knowledge-based society:.

AKMS has concluded a cooperation agreement with the International Standardized Testing Organization (ISTO). Also, it has
partnership with Canisius College in Buffalo, New York, the Saudi Management Association (SMA) and the Jordanian Society
for Quality (JSQ). Further, AKMS is also a member in a number of Arab and international organizations such as the Chartered
Quality Institute (CQI), the 1SO TC 176 Committee, the Multilingual Internet Names Consortium, the Internet Corporation for
Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN) and the Arab Club for Information (ARABCIN).

Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization (TAG-Org)

H E Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization (TAG-0rg) is the Arab organization for global professional services with 71
offices in 29 countries & over 2000 professionals.

TAG-0Org provides its services in the fields of accounting; external audit; internal audit; corporate governance; taxation; edu-
cational consultancy; economic and strategic studies; management advisory services; professional and technical training;
technology transfer; project management; real estate management; investors and business advisory: human resources and
recruitment; e-government; e-commerce; e-education; information technology (IT), security audit; web mastering and web
design; professional interpretation and translation; website Arabization; domain names registration; information and com-
munication technology (ICT) strategic planning; ERP consulting; IT and Internet skills training and examinations; Intellectual
Property (IP) news agency: IP business, asset valuation and branding; IP registration and protection; IP renewals; IP rights
protection and management; legal services; and Initial Public Offering (IPO).
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Opening Session

Speakers:

» His Excellency Dr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali, Chairman of Egypt's National Council for
Human Rights (NCHR) and former United Nations Secretary General

« Statement of Mr. Abdul Waheed Khan, Assistant Director-General for
Communication and Information, United Nations Educational Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO)

» Statement of Mr. Abdul Hamid Mamdouh, Director of the Trade in Services division,
World Trade Organization (WTO)

- Statement of Mr. Ahmad Hamrouch, President of the Afro-Asian Peoples’ Solidarity
Organization (AAPSO)

- Statement of Mr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, the Co-Chair of United Nations Global
Alliance for ICT and Development (UN GAID)

* Opening statement of HE Dr. Tarek Kamel, Minister of Communication
and Information Technology of Arab Republic of Egypt.
on behalf of H. E. Dr. Ahmed Nazif, the Prime Minister of the Republic of Egypt

15



16



OPENING SESSION

Speech by

His Excellency Dr. Boutros
Boutros-Ghali

Chairman of Egypts National Council
for Human Rights (NCHR)
Former United Nations Secretary General

I would like first to extend my greetings and appreciation to:
The Prime Minister Dr. Ahmad Nazif, for his sponsorship of
<Towards an Afro-Asian Knowledge-Based Society Initiative»
Founders Conference,

Mr. Talal Abu Ghazaleh, President of the Arab Knowledge and Management
Society.

Mr. Ahmad Hamroush, President of the Afro-Asian Peoples' Solidarity
Organization.

Iwould also like to extend my thanks to officials and all who contributed, participated and attended the Conference.

I am duly honored and duty bound to be with you today to participate in this important conference, and to dedicate my
speech to <The Afro-Asian Knowledge-based Society».

Let me first request that we recall together, in a historic note, the origin of this Movement that brings together more than
two-third of the world population and hundreds of peoples, races, languages and beliefs. More importantly, what brought
these peoples together has been a strong will to join the Afro-Asian Movement as a political movement that brings the two
continents together to confrontimperialism, embrace the non-alignment policy and challenge racial discrimination. There
is in addition, the deep-rooted objective that relates to human rights, an issue close to the Afro-Asian peoples’ conscience, as
well as working for the two continents economic growth, so that the system of rights is complemented with the right to live
in safety and dignity.

These are the four pillars that the Afro-Asian movement advocates and which still represent the philosophy and creed of all
our peoples. This impels us today to demand that we be participators and active in the international decision-making proc-
ess. This way, our actions with the rest of the world will not seek just deep-rooted democracy and human rights in the entire
world but also that the international order be so democratic that no single country or a handful of countries take decisions
unilaterally at all the world's peoples'level. Such a state of affairs does not go with our peoples ambitions, especially under the
currently increasing globalization phenomenon where domestic and foreign affairs overlap.

Once again I go back to the time that saw the inception of this great Movement. Egypt was then at the center of this Move-
ment. By virtue of its unique geographical position, Egypt is a typically Afro-Asian country, part of it being in Africa while
another part is in Asia. Proceeding from Cairo, and in recognition of this geopolitical position, Egypt became also, in 1945,
the headquarters of the Arab League, a regional organization that brings African and Asian countries together under one
umbrella.

Since that date, many international conferences have convened, manifesting Afro-Asian solidarity. Among these was the
March 1947 New Delhi conference that was attended by the Asian countries and an Arab League delegate. The second New
Delhi conference convened in 1949, when the Asian countries discussed Asian issues, with the participation of two African
countries, being Egypt and Ethiopia. Following the end of the Korean civil war in 1953, and the conclusion of the Indian-Chi-
nese agreement in April 1954 between the two leaders Nehru and Chu En Lai, the Afro-Asian Movement embodied a political
creed instead of being a mere political grouping.

The movement held its first conference in Bandung in 1958 with wide participation by its historic leaders. However, it is ob-
served that the Movement suffered from international disregard and from the failure by some of its members to fully grasp
its basic principles and intellectual terms of reference, and from their subjection to polarization by the two superpowers.

The first instance of this ordeal has been the failure of the Movements countries, following consultations that lasted more
than two years, to hold the Movements second conference scheduled for 29 June, 1965 in the City of Algeria.

Another factor might be the emergence of a political trend calling for the inclusion of Latin American countries into the
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Afro-Asian circle, in view of the three continents’ common experiences of backwardness and resistance to old and new im-
perialism. It was natural for this trend to weaken the already suffering Afro-Asian movement, considering that the new geo-
graphical expansion involves new differences in culture and beliefs that confine the Movement, by necessity, to the economic
dimension.

There is yet another view that denies the existence of a real crisis, as the countries' members in the Organization act jointly,
solidly and actively in international gatherings, like the United Nations, the UNESCO and the 1LO, which proves the Move-
ments dynamism. Yet, in fact, it has been shown that the Movements solidarity and interaction has been confined to just
three axes: liquidation of imperialism, fighting racial discrimination and economic growth.

Even this solidarity failed when 1967 saw the Zionist aggression on Arab territories in Africa and Asia. The issue was one of
aggression by Israel, which is an occupation country that rests on a racist philosophy. The Afro-Asian countries yet failed to
solidly agree on issues supposed to bring them together. Some would therefore imagine that the Afro-Asian Movement no
longer exists. Those some say that that is just natural considering that the movement has delivered its message in liquidating
imperialism, enhancing the independence of the two continents’ countries and laying organizational foundations that make
of economic aid an international obligation resting on solid foundations.

However, the new challenges that the globalization phenomenon impose on the third world make it imperative for the
Movement to keep abreast of international changes. The mainstay of the Movements cooperation and action is in the cul-
tural sphere. ... The Movement first came into being on the international stage resting on contemporaneous needs of in-
dependence and addressing the gap between the haves and the have-nots. Today, we are faced with the new globalization
phenomenon and a cultural overlap. It is a state of affairs necessitating affirmation of a new birth of the Movement that
adopts cultural and technical solidarity as an intellectual basis, so we may keep up with the requirements of the presentage
and satisfy our peoples needs in connection with issues that we all agree on, which necessitates positive cooperation.

There are economic and social issues such as the status of women, problems of education and sustainable social growth,
disarmament, conflict resolution and environment protection. These are issues constituting a wider dimension and calling
for a key change in the Movements philosophy and thought that go with current world transformations and satisfy peoples’
needs to get rid of poverty and regain their dignity.

Hence the importance of this conference whose idea rests on the results of Sharm El Sheikh African summit held last June.
The conference seeks to enhance the two continents road to the world of knowledge, so as to complement efforts made in
this respect by the World Bank, the International Communications Union, the UNESCO and other concerned bodies.

As you all know, the economy of knowledge rests on education, training the workforce, upgrading capabilities, and modern-
izing the infrastructure of the information and communication technology.

The objectives of this conference include setting up an Afro-Asian network that would develop the four previously men-
tioned pillars, in order to promote the efficient use of the information and communication technologies, besides working to
raise policy makers awareness.

May I call on you to make of this conference a launch pad that takes us to the globalization that we all agree on and to the
mechanisms thereof. Let us immediately lay down an integrated plan that takes the aforementioned into account, and draw
implementation programs together with their performance timetables .Our next meeting is to be dedicated to the imple-
mentation of such a plan.
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Speech by
Abdul Waheed Khan

Assistant Director-General
for Communication and Information
(UNESCO)

Your Excellency Mr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali,

Your Excellency Dr. Tarek Mohamed Kamel, Minister of Communication
and Information Technology,

Mr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh,

Your Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Dear Friends

It is a great pleasure and honour for me to extend to you UNESCO's best
wishes for success of the Afro-Asian Knowledge-based Society Founders'
Conference.

I wish to congratulate the organizers on their wisdom to focus on the re-
gional aspects of building knowledge societies, a concept that UNESCO has promoted for more than five years now.

In an inclusive, plural and holistic approach, the vision of knowledge societies includes a clear development-oriented perspec-
tive that captures the complexity and dynamics of the present globalization processes.

The concept of knowledge societies is based on the conviction that the extent to which knowledge gaps are narrowed today
determines the pace of development for the future.

Indeed, the wealth of a nation depends more onits ability to produce, exchange and transform knowledge than on its natural
assets or production industry. And in a relatively short period of time, we have seen a dramatic increase of the dependence of
global development processes from the ability to efficiently produce, disseminate and use information and knowledge.

Beyond the undeniably essential role of technology, we have also seen the growing importance of information management
and knowledge acquisition capacities of countries in determining their competitiveness globally.

Therefore, building knowledge societies constitutes a new chance for development on a global scale.

However, fifteen years after the launch of the World Wide Web and a few years after WSIS and the great hopes that we all put
into the Internet, we still have a long way to go. The promises of the Internet, as a worldwide interactive communication and
information medium facilitating the spread of knowledge, are far from fully accomplished.

As a matter of fact, developing countries, particularly in Africa and Asia, significantly lag behind in terms of accessing all
forms of new and old media and therefore in receiving and transmitting information.

The gaps that continue to exist between developed and developing countries go beyond simple access to ICTs and Internet.
They refer to the divides relating to four main elements that are, for UNESCO, the building blocks of knowledge societies,
namely knowledge creation, knowledge preservation, knowledge acquisition and knowledge sharing.

Evidence over the past years has clearly indicated that each of these four building blocks of knowledge societies will be in-
creasingly technology mediated. In the coming decades, the importance of acquiring factual knowledge will decrease. At the
same time, the ability to find one's way in complex systems and to find, judge, organize and creatively use relevant informa-
tion and knowledge, as well as the capability to learn what to do with it, will become crucially important.

We all know that access to information and knowledge depends on an environment that facilitates free and inclusive com-
munication and information processes at all levels, from global, regional and national entities to local communities and
individuals.

The international community has made good progress to assist countries in establishing national information policy frame-
works that foster transparency in government, build bonds of credibility between people and institutions, and facilitate
citizens participation in democratic processes through increased access to knowledge.

However, there is not a unique ‘ideal’ model of a knowledge society as each region, nation and community develops local,
traditional and indigenous knowledge.
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UNESCO, therefore, welcomes the initiative to develop Afro-Asian knowledge based societies, as they have great potential
to foster interregional and intercultural dialogue and understanding through knowledge-sharing between the two conti-
nents.

UNESCO is ready to engage in this initiative by:

- Supporting networking between Africa, Asia and Pacific region to raise awareness on ICT for development, by harnessing
already existing mechanisms like the Global Alliance for ICT for Development and the Global Knowledge Partnership;

- Contributing to raising awareness on ICT policy issues, for example through UNESCO's Information for All Programme (IFAP)
assisting Member States in formulating national information policy frameworks and on fostering capacity building in five
priority areas: information for development, information literacy, information preservation, information ethics and infor-
mation accessibility;

-Fostering the use of ICT for capacity building, through accelerating the relevant parts of the Geneva Action Plan of the World
Summit on the Information Society (WSIS).

Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Building knowledge societies is not possible if we are not able to preserve the books and electronic files, in which this knowl-
edge is recorded.

I am, therefore, particularly pleased that immediately after this conference, on 13 January here in Cairo, we will celebrate
the inclusion of a very important collection of illuminated Persian Manuscripts on UNESCOs Memory of the World Register,
together with our Egyptian friends.

The invaluable items of this collection are kept on the African continent, namely at the National Library and Archives in Cairo.
But they were created on the Asian continent, in a wide geographical area spreading from Baghdad to the Mosul area, from
Samargand to Bukhara, from Iran and Afghanistan to the Indian Subcontinent.

What better a symbol for the importance of Egypt linking the African to the Asian Continent, to play a key role for renewing

the Afro-Asian Knowledge Based Society.
Thank you.
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Speech by
Abdul Hamid Mamdouh

Director of the Trade in Services division,
World Trade Organization (WTO)

Thankyouvery much Ladies and Gentlemen; allow me first to thank the
Afro-Asian Peoples’ Solidarity Organization, Mr. Ahmed Hamrouch and
Mr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh for inviting me to represent the World Trade Or-
ganization in this distinguished gathering. This is a formal section and
Arabic is not a working language in WTO. So please forgive me for deliv-
ering my opening remarks in English. I would like also to welcome Dr.
Tarek Kamel, Minister of Communications and Information of Egypt,
on behalf of the Prime Minister Dr. Ahmed Nazif.

The subject matter of this gathering is one of the mostimportantissues
in the minds of all nations living on the face of this planet; knowledge is
the foundation of societies. There is nothing new about this; but what
itis new is the extent to which this has become a reality in our lives today in the 21st century. There is a qualitative change
in terms of the disparities between countries and levels of wealth here depending more and more on the level of knowledge
in a society. There is also a qualitative change in terms of the speed with which knowledge is being produced, disseminated
and applied; wealth creation at the end of the day depends on knowledge. This transformation has actually led the interna-
tional community to transform the multilateral trading system. International trade was governed before by the General
Agreement Tariff of Trade (GATT) which was no more than an international agreement that governed Tariff reduction and
merchandized trade between countries.

The new reality of the Globalized World and the role that knowledge has played and caused the multi-lateral trading system
to transform itself into what we know today as the World Trade Organization. The new components, the new important ad-
ditions to the multilateral trading system all have to do with knowledge. It is about the protection of Knowledge in the form
of Intellectual Property Rights; what we call TRIPs Agreement in WTO, the Agreement on Trade Related Aspects of the Intel-
lectual Property Rights to protect knowledge and promote the investiment in research and development and production
of more Knowledge for more welfare of our societies. The other addition was the General Agreement on Trade and Services
which was a respond to the paradigm shift of the service economy. We have always known services as government functions
performed by public utility organizations so often monopolies.

I think Dr. Tarek Kamel would testify to this transformation in a sector like telecommunications. Where we moved from
old paradigm of the public utility government function module to a private sector led competitive market structure. Such
a transformation required a new International Trade System. It is all motivated and stimulated by knowledge. The World
Trade Organization is witnessing the new realities in the creation of wealth and the exchange of trade opportunities in vari-
ous areas. They are furnished by knowledge and information whether in the form of products, so much in the form of serv-
ices, professional services or in the form of the means of transforming those products into tradable components in various
transactions. So we look at the technology that allowed us to use telecommunications and computer means in developing
more products and transmitting these products around the world in speed that we never dreamed of before.

It would not be appropriate, if | am talking about trade and the knowledge-based opportunities if I don't refer to the experi-
mental gross of electronic commerce. We have seen today opportunities that are multiplied every day for all developed and
developing countries and in many instances particularly for developing countries in areas that are not subject to what we
called trade before. We see computer related services whether it is software design or whether itis software related services.
We see new services such as call centers, back office services and many other services' sectors which provide tremendous op-
portunities for developing countries like those in Africa and Asia. But those opportunities depend primarily on knowledge.
The knowledge and skill components of those products are the basis for the opportunities that provide the welfare that we
are looking for.

When we talk about knowledge, we need to look at the policy components that flourish the wealth of human resources,
whether it is education, whether it is training, whether it is the different regulatorian policy frameworks that develop the
human resource base. These are the things that governments should look into at this point. But while we are looking at this
picture we should not also forget the role of the private sector which actually is the basis of the paradigm shift that took
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place. The role of governments has changed fundamentally from being a supplier of services and supplier of products to be
the regulators and the guidance of the true competitive market structures. Recent events in financial market point to the
fact that liberalization by itself cannot make markets function properly.

The private sector provides fuel for advancement and wealth creation, and that should be rushed. The basis for modern
wealth is knowledge which is resulted from the development of the human resource base in any economy and in any society.
The interesting thing about knowledge which is a tremendous resource in our age is that unlike material resources. Knowl-
edge does not deplete by usage. It is the creation of knowledge that creates the welfare of societies we are living in, and that
is what we hope for in our part of the world for Afro-Asian countries who are participating in this event. I would extend the
wishes of success on behalf of our director general Mr. Pascall Lami and I am sure that over today and tomorrow we will have
tremendous contribution by the long list of distinguished speakers and I look forward very much to participating in those
discussions.

Thank you
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Speech by

Mr. Ahmed Hamrouch

President of the Afro-Asian Peoples’
Solidarity Organization (AAPSO)

Excellency Dr. Tarek Kamel

Minister of Communication and Information Technology
And representative of H.E. Dr. Ahmed Nazeef, Prime Minister of Egypt
Excellency Dr. Boutros Boutros Ghali

Chairman of the National Council of Human Rights

Excellency Mr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh

Representative of H.E. Secretary General of the United Nations
Excellency Mr. Abdul Waheed Khan

Representative of H.E. Secretary General of UNESCO

Excellency Mr. Abdul Hammed Mamdouh

Representative of the World Trade Organization (WTO)
Excellencies, Ministers and Ambassadors

Delegates of African and Asian countries

Representatives of Arab and international organizations

At the outset, Id like to express my appreciation to all of you for participating in this conference: " Afro-Asian Knowledge-
based Society Initiative” Founders Conference, held in prompt response to the strategic speech of H.E. President Muhammed
Hosni Mubarak at the African Summit Conference that Egypt hosted on June 30th, 2008 in Sharm Al-Sheik. In his speech, H.E.
laid the foundation for the development of Africa.

This gave rise to the idea of holding this conference through the collaboration between AAPSO and the Arab Knowledge and
Management Society. [t was agreed to hold an international founders' conference in Cairo to develop the infrastructure nec-
essary for the establishment of an Afro-Asian knowledge-based society.

AAPSO had long struggled as of its inception fifty years ago to liberate peoples in Africa and Asia. Thereupon, it recognizes
the right of all nations to a knowledge-based sustainable development without any discrimination. It is an authentic right
for all nations.

AAPSO had realized the changes and developments in the international arena, and the need to adopt a new agenda in line
with the world changes. Furthermore, the digital and information revolution had contributed to the creation of new pat-
terns in international relations; and the progress of nations is closely associated with the advancement in the field of knowl-
edge and technology.

The Human Development Report had stressed the significance of three key elements for human development, namely,
knowledge, freedom and women empowerment . The report placed 'knowledge” as a top priority.

The creation of a knowledge-based society relates to pivotal points: knowledge economics, economic and community devel-
opment, culture and education. These issues shall be thoroughly discussed during the conference. 1 firmly believe that your
constructive cooperation shall help devise a comprehensive strategy for this initiative, stemming from our responsibility
before our peoples and the future generations. This gives rise to several inquiries that shall hopefully be discussed during the
different sessions:

What are the elements needed for building a knowledge-based society?

How large is the knowledge and digital divide between the developed countries and the developing African and Asian
countries?

What are the current challenges in the education field in the developing countries?

How can more attention be given to knowledge-and-technology-based education?

What are the prerequisites required to revive the cultural discourse?

What are the cultural specificities of a knowledge-based society?

How is knowledge generated and disseminated?

What are the sources of financing a knowledge-based society?

How to secure the sustainability of the knowledge-based society?

There are other queries that have to be discussed.
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We are all requested to give momentum to the establishment of an integrated knowledge-based society according to the
international covenants that govern ICT, and economics in a manner that caters for capacity building of African and Asian
countries, and narrows the digital divide between the developed and developing countries.

In conclusion, Id like to seize the opportunity to pay tribute to Mr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, not only in his capacity as a representa-
tive of H.E. Secretary-General of the United Nations, but also as a renowned Arab economist and honorary member of the
AAPSO, who has always supported the Organization in commemoration of the memory of its founder Jamal Abdel Nasser.

I hope that all your efforts to build an Afro-Asian knowledge-based society shall be crowned with success.
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Speech by

Mr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh
Vice-Chair of UN Global Compact Board

Your Excellency Dr. Tarek Kamel, Minister of Communications and Informa-
tion Technology, representative of Dr. Ahmad Nazif, Prime Minister of the
Arab Republic of Egypt and conference patron

Your Excellency Dr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali, former United Nations Secretary
General & Chairman of Egypt's National Council for Human Rights (NCHR)
Your Excellency Mr. Abdul Waheed Khan, representative of the United Na-
tions Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)

Your Excellency Mr. Abdul Hamid Mamdouh, representative of the World
Trade Organization (WTO)

Your Excellency Mr. Ahmed Hamroush, President of the Afro-Asian Peoples’
Solidarity Organization

Your Excellencies the Ministers and Ambassadors

Representatives of African & Asian countries & Arab and international bodies

Ladies and Gentlemen,
I would like first to convey the greetings of the UN Secretary General Mr. Ban Ki-moon as his vice chair at the United Nations
Global Compact.

As Iwelcome you and thank you for your attendance, I would like to express my pride in this special and qualitative presence
which adds significance and interest to what we are about to approach.

I would also like to express my gratitude and appreciation to His Excellency Dr. Ahmad Nazif, the Prime Minister of Egypt,
for his patronage, support and guidance, and his deputy Dr. Tarek Kamel, the Minister of Communications and Information
Technology, who is attending the conference on his behalf, in addition to the ministers and state ministries and establish-
ments that have provided us with facilities and helped the organizers to conduct their duties.

The arrangements to convene the conference took place prior to the criminal assault on the people of Palestine in the stead-
fast Gaza Strip. I assure you that even if the arrangements and the conference initiative took place after the declaration of
this war, we would continue to prepare for it and launch it. This is because we will not allow this assault to cripple our nations
programs that aim to develop our countries and build an Afro-Asian future that we hope will have an effective bloc parallel
to the European Union.

Because the geographical location of Palestine is at the heart of Africa and Asia, our efforts and programs today pour into
the essence of this cause and its interest. Palestine, ladies and gentlemen, and its people, who are great providers of creative
initiatives in the sector of information and communications technology, have achieved one of the highest rates of literacy
and the elimination of computer illiteracy in the world, according to international statistics. Palestine, honorable audience
members, will remain while the assault will be defeated, and we will not permit our occupying enemy to prevent us from
building and creating a future that is to be owned by our generations, both now and in the future.

The idea of holding the conference came in consistence with the speech of His Excellency President Mohammad Hosni Mu-
barak at the African Summit that was held in Sharm El-Sheikh in the summer of 2008. This is what propelled me to seek out
the organization that had the greatestrole in liberalizing Africa and Asia, namely the Afro-Asian Peoples Solidarity Organiza-
tion (AAPSO). It is a deep-rooted organization, and we should all recognize its historical role.

Iwas happy with the responsiveness of the organizations president, my teacher, Mr.Ahmed Hamroush, and the organization's
general secretariat, to hold the international Founders Conference for the Afro-Asian Knowledge-based Society in Egypt.

Ladies and Gentlemen....

Afew years ago, I defined a knowledge society to be, from my point of view, ‘a society that studies, communicates, innovates,
creates wealth, judges, works, creates systems and advances in all of life's aspects through the use of digital technology:. It is
a society with a digital nervous system that is provided with unlimited resources to administer knowledge with the goal of
fulfilling more advancement and creativity.

This initiative comes as a continuation and in consistency with previous efforts of the World Trade Organization (WTO),
the International Telecommunications Union (ITU), the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO), the African Union, the League of Arab States, regional Asian organizations and others. All these entities have em-
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phasized the significance of our goal, which is represented in the evaluation and enhancement of continuous efforts for
African and Asian peoples who aim to advance and develop the knowledge economy.

As the Arab nations expand across Asia and Africa, which both represent the geo-economic dimension of the Arab world, I am
very glad to have the honor of working on this initiative.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

the major nations of the world have reached plurilateral agreements rather than multilateral agreements that have focused
on three sectors, which are: financial services, telecommunications and information technology. These sectors represent the
infrastructure of electronic commerce. Therefore, we have an opportunity - and history will not forgive us if we do not take
advantage of' it - which is related to information and communications technology in the development of intra-trade in Asia
and Africa in the area of services, so that these services can reach 80 percent of the domestic product of our states, as is the
case in advanced nations.

To fulfill this end, this initiative was launched to increase awareness and assist in the creation of a knowledge-based society,
which includes building human capacities, establishing policies and creating communication networks along with commu-
nication points and infrastructure.

This is because the knowledge-based society allows the transfer of knowledge with all its outputs, including education and
the exchange of expertise; this in turn serves civil society and the goals of advancement and growth.

The world is now in a phase of transfer from an informational society, which represents the infrastructure of knowledge,
to a knowledge society, where we will use IT to create knowledge with all its components and developmental dimensions. In
the future, we will transfer into a wisdom society, where we will use knowledge for the welfare of society and the future of
mankind. And so we are at the start of our journey towards becoming a wisdom society.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

we seek to come out of this conference with a number of recommendations that I am sure will be fulfilled. These are:
Creating a program that promotes awareness on the significance of understanding the technology of knowledge as a
tool to assist in the growth and advancement of wealth and knowledge
Building and developing a knowledge network between Asian and African countries to exchange knowledge digitally
Creating an Afro-Asian business council to serve the nations of both continents

*  Formulating taskforces specialized in all elements of building a knowledge society

*  Launching a Cairo document declaration on the establishment of the Afro-Asian Knowledge-Based Society

*  Creating a mechanism for this purpose that is initially formed by a direction and steering committee chaired by my
brother, His Excellency Ambassador Said Kamal

For this purpose, I call on the WTO, UNESCO, the ITU and the African Union in leading this initiative.
Ladies and Gentlemen, there is no stronger evidence of Egypt’s historical role of leadership at the regional level than its care
for the AAPSOQ, since its establishment in 1958, and throughout its long history.

As chairman of the Arab Knowledge and Management Society from New York, and chairman of the pioneering Talal Abu-Ghaz-
aleh Organization, or TAG-Org, which works at both the regional and global level, I place our expertise in the establishment of
this initiative, as its mission in building capacities to serve growth and advancement is the mission of our organization.

Ladies and Gentlemen,
I conclude by directing salutations and thanks to the Egyptian people under the leadership of His Excellency President Mo-
hammad Hosni Mubarak, who sponsored this initiative, and to the Egyptian government for all the assistance it provided.

On this occasion, I would also like to thank our guests, the conference attendees and representatives of the domestic, Arab
and global media who joined us and continue to participate in highlighting the significance of this meeting. Thank you for
your attendance and concern.

At the end, and on this occasion, I'm happy to announce the opening of the Egyptian headquarters of TAG-Org here at Smart
Village, and the launch of the satellite channel TAG-IP TV on Nile Sat, also stationed here in Smart Village. This is the first satel-
lite channel specialized in intellectual property issues at the global level, and it is being launched under the patronage of His
Excellency Prime Minister Dr. Ahmad Nazif. This initiative is part of our organization’s efforts at the global level to serve the
objectives that our conference calls for today.

With my gratitude and best wishes to you all for a conference, discussions and results that fulfill our common goals.
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Dr. Tarek Kamel

Minister of Communications
and Information Technology
On behalf of the Prime Minister Dr. Ahmad Nazif

Professor Dr. Boutros Boutros Ghali, Former UN Secretary General
Your Excellencies Ministers and Ambassadors,
Honorable Delegations and Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Let me welcome you today to Egypt and to the Smart Village on behalf
of His Excellency Prime Minister Dr. Ahmed Nazif and myself. It gives me
great pleasure to stand before this honorable gathering to deliver the
speech of His Excellency the Prime Minister at the inauguration of your
conference entitled “Towards an Afro-Asian Knowledge-based Society
Initiative” Founders Conference, which we are proud to host in Cairo.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Let me, at the outset, welcome you all, particularly our guests, to the blessed land of Egypt, and express my best wishes for the
Afro-Asian participants. | would also like to extend my appreciation for the sincere efforts made by the Afro-Asian Peoples Soli-
darity Organization, the Arab Knowledge and Management Society (AKMS), and the Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization, towards
the convention of this conference.

Itis also my pleasure to add that our meeting today is in fact an idea inspired by the African Summit which was held last July at
Sharm El-Sheikh, under the chairmanship of President Muhammad Hosni Mubarak, and which called for enhancing Afro-Asian
cooperation in various fields.

As we talk about Afro-Asian cooperation, I cannot but stress our total solidarity with the people of Gaza. At the time we are
meeting, our brothers and sisters in Gaza are being the victims of a disproportionate war that does not differentiate between
civilians and combatants, or between women, men and children.

I stress also that Egypt, which has the honor of having given hundreds of martyrs for the Palestinian cause, does not accept the
continued Israeli aggression against the people of Gaza. We hold Israel wholly responsible for the outcome of this fierce aggres-
sion and call on all international parties to take their responsibilities towards stopping it and granting the Palestinian people
their right to develop their land and live in peace in the region.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The communications and information technology sector has contributed largely over the past years to the sustainable eco-
nomic and social growth of both Africa and Asia. This contribution has made of the sector a basic pillar in all developmental ef-
forts, considering that world economy will move in the coming years towards the knowledge-based economy, which is a natural
extension of the information society.

The growth of the knowledge economy will be an important issue impelling governments to encourage investment in the
communications and information technology sectors, to allow for the start of an effective cycle in which investments yield the
fruits of efficacy at all levels of economic and social growth.

Ladies and Gentlemen

Egypts economy has in the past years made rapid strides towards modernization and reform. This has been macde possible
through laying down the foundations of an efficient market economy that takes social dimensions into account and prepares in
turn for the growth of the knowledge-based economy. We have accordingly laid the organizational and legislative frameworks
needed for the achievement of this purpose, besides improving the investment environment. The outcomes have been promis-
ing, as the growth rate reached last year about 7% and the growth rate in the communications sector in particular reached 20%.
Reforms caused a rise in the volume of direct foreign investment to more than 12 billion dollars in the last year, while exports
increased by more than 30% annually in the past years. However, a remarkable drop will take place in 2009 in the annual growth
and investiment levels due to the world financial crisis. We are nevertheless still optimistic about the Egyptian economy’s per-
formance in the coming years.
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In the national communications and information technology sector, Egypt seeks to raise the cellular phone density from 50% in
2008 to about 70% that is raising the number of subscribers to the service from 40 million to 56 million by the end of 2011.

Also, in Egypt there are 11 million Internet users reflecting an increase by 25% annually. The communications and information
technology sector in Egypt is an example to be followed in the area of freeing (liberating) services and restructuring, besides its
role in speeding up the pace of reform in the other sectors.

Thus, the sector has actively moved its growth rates upwards to as much as 20%, creating an investment-friendly atmosphere
that drew to the economy more than eight billion US Dollars in investments throughout the past four years.

The information technology has developed our way of managing business. Egypt has grown aware of the importance of adapt-
ing to these developments. It therefore set out plans to increase our ability in the area of business through outsourcing, so as
to raise the volume of technology service exports and invite national, regional and world companies to establish centers for
them in Egypt. This policy has qualified Egypt to occupy an advanced position on the list of pioneering countries in providing
outsourcing services in the communications and information technology sector.

According to the list prepared by the British Outsourcing Society, Egypt occupied in 2008 the first place in outsourcing services.
This has been due a number of advantages Egypt enjoys, most important of which are its distinguished geographical position,
strong governmental support to the private sector, a stable economic environment, an advanced infrastructure, well-developed
technological sites, such as the Smart Village, reasonable wage and service costs, linguistic abilities, its human resources techno-
logical capabilities, and the size of its local market. These are all factors that helped attract Arab, foreign and Asian investiments,
from India in particular, in the past period.

Honorable Guests,

We, in the Arab African Egypt, are proud of having a dear part of our land in Asia and are proud of the Afro-Asian Solidarity Initia-
tive that started from Egypt long years ago. We are also fully confident of the innovative capabilities of the Asian information
technology on the one hand, and the large horizons of our cooperation with Africa, with all its precious human resources and its
strategic location, on the other hand. Fruitful cooperation in the communications and information technology is not confined
to the two continents’ attainment of economic benefits alone, as it will also present new patterns of social development that
would benefit the peoples of both continents.

Prompted by our beliefin the importance of Afro-Asian cooperation, we provide constant support to the African Unions Council
of Communications and Information Technology Ministers, which is Africas supreme policies forum working for continued
developmental efforts. From our part, we have encouraged the program for the development of the communications and in-
formation technology's infrastructure of the initiative of the New Partnership Agreement for African Development (NIPAD),
the "Connect Africa Summit” held in Rwanda, and eleven distinguished African projects of the African Regional Action Plan for
Knowledge-Based Economy (ARAPKE) . We thereby aimed to support Africa’s action plan in the area of communications and
information technology, particularly as regards access, infrastructure, and capacity building, to be achieved through a number
of training programs prepared particularly for the benefit of those involved in the communications and information technol-
ogy in the African countries. These efforts still need enhancement for the satisfaction of Africas growing needs for information
technology services, specially that the continent’s technological services have started to realize constantly increasing levels that
have exceeded 15%.

As for Asia, the continent was and still is an important source of inspiration in the present age of the knowledge-based econ-
omy, a fact that has prompted studies of the achievements realized by Japan, China, India, Singapore, Korea and other Asian
countries and of the system they followed to develop their communications and information technology sector. We are even
proud of having concluded many partnership agreements with Asian countries and with some of the private-sector companies
of these countries.

Iwould like also to commend the efforts being exerted by the sons peoples of the two continents for conducting a dialogue and
holding cooperation forums related to various areas between our respective peoples , as embodied in the China-Africa Coopera-
tion Forum and the India-Africa Cooperation Forum, in addition to the continuous bilateral visits exchanged by leaders in the
two continents, which paves the path for more cooperation for the interest of both continents..

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The knowledge-based economy is notjust a theoretical concept, as it is based on a number of real axes that the Afro-Asian ini-
tiative must take into account. Let me highlight some issues whose importance reflects our vision for joint cooperation in this
respect.

As regards education, we consider the communications and information technology tools as a “principal factor needed to up-
grade education’ at the various educational stages, and for what is known as lifelong education.

Using the communications and information technology for the development of education is inevitable if we are to build a
knowledge-based economy, and I think the Afro-Asian countries can benefit from the available local and regional experiences to
ensure success in this respect.
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As regards preparation of the suitable environment, it is now obvious that the communications and information technology
has created the setup of the economic and technological life needed for creativity and innovation. It remains for our govern-
ments and partners to foster the required positive relationship between the communications and information technology on
the one hand and creativity on the other hand. I also think that the potentials inherent in the Afro-Asian countries can realize
the relevant needed advancements.

Theissue of ensuring cyber and Internet security constitutes an important pillar of the knowledge-based society. In this respect,
any worldwide dialogue about ensuring the Internets agreement with our communities’ specific features and nature would
help us confront the causes of our present worries. Egypt plays an important role in the current dialogue on this issue through
a team of high level experts that the European Union for Communications has formed to deal with this issue.

I am interested in asking the Afro-Asian Initiative to discuss the challenges the cyber and Internet security face as regards the
legislative procedures proposed internationally, the organizational frameworks needed and transcontinental capacity build-
ing. The threats to the Internet also endanger the communications and knowledge-based technology industry as a whole. The
borders of our today world's various countries are open; we therefore must make concerted efforts to confront this vital issue
that affects the continuity and growth of the information and knowledge-based society.

I cannot help but stress the need to protect the children who use the Internet. This is a right that we must protect and secure for
out children using the Internet, just like we are keen on protecting them in ordinary life. In this connection, it is necessary to en-
gage all the parties that might contribute to this noble objective, like the educational institutions, the private sector networks
and concerned civil community organizations.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

World statistics show clearly the importance of raising the levels of comprehensively acquiring the know-how of the informa-
tion technology grasping fully the work of the information technology, especially that the new billion users of the Internet
worldwide in the coming years will be mainly in ten countries, including India, China, South Africa and Egypt. The factis that our
region achieves the highest growth level in the comprehension of electronics. Asia and Africa together enjoy considerable hu-
man resources, in quantity and quality. Though they speak diverse languages, they have great potentials that can be employed
for the growth of the knowledge-based society.

Dear guests,

Today, we are witnessing world economic disturbances that have cast their shadow on us all. However, now is the right time for
us to exert intensive efforts and exchange our experiences to contain the negative effects of the crisis on our Afro-Asian com-
munities that have the greatest proportion of the worlds population.

The Afro-Asian Knowledge-based Society Initiative could be an excellent opportunity for the communications and information
technology sector to be the suitable means to give a helping hand to Africa and Asia alike, provided that the Initiative be formu-
lated properly to ensure the sector is effectively managed. It is a task that calls for real commitiment on the part of all partners.

Honorable Guests,

I am hopeful that the channels of cooperation will continue working between our two continents that have witnessed a re-
markable growth during the sessions of the World Summit on the Information Society and its preparatory meetings whose
second session was held in 2005, in Tunis. At the time we contributed together in setting the Summits agenda, in addition, the
two continents played a major role in formulating the post-Summit action plan, including the formation of the Internet Admin-
istration and Governance Forum.

We also participated effectively in the Forums session held in India in December 2008 under the title: "The Internet for Every-
body’, when Egypt received the presidency of the Forums next session it will host in November 2009. We hope that the session
of the Internet Administration Forum to take place next November at Sharm Al-Sheikh will witness a strong comeback of the
Afro-Asian presence that has been a source of our great pleasure throughout the process of preparation for the World Summit
on the Information Society.

The Afro-Asian presence then proved its great effectiveness, its ability to negotiate and identify the priorities of the Information
Society and even impose them on the international community as a whole.

I therefore ask you to participate also in this world dialogue that has tackled the dimensions of “The Future of the Information-
Based Economy . This ‘information-based economy’ deals with the involvement of information technology in all aspects of life,
such as the means to manage business, innovation, and the citizen-government relationship.

With this call for participation, I come to the end of my speech.

1 am looking forward to receiving the recommendations of your conference.l would also like to convey to you Prime Minister Dr.
Ahmad Nazif's wishes to you for a fruitful conference and an enjoyable stay in your country, Egypt.

Gods peace and blessings be upon you ...
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Speech by

His Excellency Mr. Mohammed Fayek

Member of the National Council for Human Rights
Former Minister of Media - Egypt

Excellencies
Ladies and Gentlemen

Allow me to share with you my view regarding the initiative that had been launched today: ‘Afro-Asian Knowledge-based
Society Initiative’. It is an important and ambitious initiative aiming to provide the necessary assistance to establish knowl-
edge-based societies in Africa and Asia, almost non-existent in our countries.

This type of society requires the expansion and sustainability of freedoms of opinion, expression and association through
good governance based on transparency and rule of law. It further requires quality education; promotion of scientific re-
search and technological development; constant transformation towards knowledge generation in the social and economic
environment; enhancement of cultural diversity; and exposure to other human cultures.

Our countries lack some, if not all, of the abovementioned. These issues have become a popular demand backed up by the civil
society and some governments on the march of reform. The initiative is of great benefit and value, and enjoys a great chance
of success.

What distinguishes this initiative is its champions: the Afro-Asian Peoples’ Solidarity Organization (AAPSO) under the presi-
dency of Mr.Ahmed Hamroush. AAPSO represents past glories and still maintains the spirit of Bandung that we seek to revive
as the basis of the Afro-Asian solidarity movement; the premises of liberation from colonialism and foreign hegemony; the
call for peaceful co-existence and fair and just peace. It is a call that reverberated in Africa, Asia and Latin America in resist-
ance of all forms of hegemony.

The second party, the Arab Knowledge and Management Society, presided by Mr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, draws us to the future
based on a successful experience in the age of globalization, with knowledge in its heart. This enabled him to realize that
the future is primarily associated with knowledge. The excellence of any society now is not measured by the differentiation
between the haves and the have-nots, but rather between those who have or lack knowledge.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

This initiative comes at a historic moment that necessitates enormous intellectual, conceptual and practical reviews that
pertain to the current world order that faces several crises- the economic and financial crisis, and earlier the food crisis. The
world further faces a grave societal imbalance. The circle of poverty is widening. According to the MDGs, poverty rates shall
be halved (decreased) by 2015. Nothing has been done in this respect. Poverty rates are mounting. The number of starving
people, who suffer malnutrition, had increased by 40 million in 2008.Every day, 60, 000 die because of hunger and malnutri-
tion, 35,000 of which are children.

The circle of violence is mushrooming as the USA had militarized its foreign policy through the occupation of Iraq; in addition
to the siege and starvation of people, as is the case in Gaza. The people of Gaza are subject to an unprecedented Israeli aggres-
sion. Pursuant to the International Humanitarian Law, the rights of the occupied people shall be preserved and a decent life
shall be provided. Contrarily, the state of occupation launches a ruthless war, using all its war machinery in land, sea and air,
in an act of genocide. It wrought havoc to the infrastructure, perpetrating war crimes and crimes against humanity. Such
atrocities were denounced by all the international entities, including the Red Cross, with the exclusion of the Security Council
due to the US veto.Ironically, President Bush repeatedly announces that Israel uses its right to self-defense. The current world
order, being selective and based on double standards, is not more able to control violence.

Let me refer anew to this global historic juncture. The world order is in dire need of change so as to surmount the current
economic and financial crisis, and to free globalization from the grip of the extremist or brutal liberalism as described by
the prominent Egyptian economist Ramzy Zaki." This type of extremist liberalism,” he argues,” has imposed privatization on
everything, and called for state withdrawal and boundless market mechanisms, if needed." This situation necessitates the re-
consideration of the policy adopted by the main globalization mechanisms, namely, the World Bank, International Monetary
Fund, and the World Trade Organization, to ensure a more just and fair policy with regard to the distribution of the gains, as
well as burdens, of globalization. These mechanisms shall, then, reflect the balance of interests and not power.

Fortunately, the call for change is reiterated worldwide. It started with the international civil society in Port Ulgory, Genoa
and elsewhere, in addition to the Durbin Conference in 2001. Now, the call is echoed in the USA, led by Obama who enjoyed
unprecedented support, compared to any other former US president.
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Within a few days, the new US Administration shall assume office. Definitely, George Bush shall leave the White House for
good. However, we cannot judge the degree of change in the US foreign policy and how far this shall impact the world order.
At this point, the world pressures and universal visions shall have an impact, as the world order is at a crossroads that de-
mand change.

We have to develop our vision and seek to realize.

- We have to observe the international covenants and agreements, including the International Humanitarian Law, and inter-
national human rights laws, to ensure that the law of the jungle shall not dominate;

- We have to bolster the role of the United Nations and seek to render more effectiveness after its reform to progress forward
according to the international covenants and not the political balances that hamper its movement.

The need for the United Nations at the age of globalization and interdependence is quite urgent. It is the forum that gath-
ers all humanity. We are in need of a robust and effective United Nations that observes the rule of law, and not the rule of
power.

- The role of a strong national state is still needed, provided that it the state of institutions and not one restricted to an
individual, clique or family. We need a state that derives its legitimacy form the masses, and protects the vulnerable and
marginalized segments of the society. The state is the guardian of peoples lives. Market mechanisms cannot solely create the
required equilibrium.

-We have to become active players in the development of a new world order. We have to realize that there is no place for small
entities. To be real actors, we need to turn into a huge entity.

- African unity is imperative. The African Union has all the mechanisms that can unite our actions.

- Arab unity is not less important. However, the mechanisms are lacking.

- The international civil society has to play a more pivotal role.

- The Afro-Asian solidarity is vital and has to extend to Latin America.

Thank you.
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International Community Transformations
Introduction:

With the advent of the 21st Century, the hot debate between Capitalism and Marxism had already been resolved. One of the
most significant events of the 20th Century had definitely been the Great October Revolution in 1917 that burst out in the
Soviet Union, and led to the creation of an unprecedented new political system. For the first time ever in history, a political
ideology, as formulated by one intellectual, Karl Marx, had been translated into a world political system. It is a system that
exceeded the Soviet Union to several continents. The system was adopted in Asia, as manifest in the experience of China;
Africa and Latin America.

As of the inception of this system, numerous military, political, propagandist and media campaigns were launched against
it. Multiple Western intellectuals dedicated their career to attack the said system, refute its philosophical fundamentals and
social and economic pillars. Similarly, the socialist camyp launched a counter-campaign against capitalism, imperialism, and
Western democracy. Consequently, the 20th century was governed by a fierce conflict between Marxism and capitalism. The
conflict had serious dimensions, namely nuclear arms race that set mankind on the brink of peril. The debate- rather battle-
went on with every camp vowing to defeat the other one.

Capitalism undoubtedly proved its ability to revive. It benefited from the Marxist criticism to develop its own project, at a
time when Marxism was effectively frozen. There were bold endeavors to save the Marxist project from failure, notably the
attempt of the French philosopher Louis Althusser, or the political practice, especially the attempt of the European commu-
nism to abandon some of the tenets of communism to adjust to the European parliamentary system and accept the idea of
establishing socialism through elections.

All these endeavors, be they theoretical or political, ended in huge failure. However, it is rather premature to claim that the
debate between capitalism and Marxism was resolved in favor of capitalism. Certainly, totalitarianism collapsed as a politi-
cal regime. It is wrong to confuse between totalitarianism and Marxism, as the latter is an ideology that entails a number
of values and ideas, mainly social justice, prevention of exploitation, human freedom, and development of mans creative
capabilities. Many of these positive values found their way to capitalism; as these values are general in nature and apply to all
mankind, they historically proved worthy of adoption.

To objectively understand the international developments can only happen if we refrain from the adoption of ‘a polaristic
approach’ that discriminates between Marxism and capitalism as it were a distinction between white and black. Through-
out history, ideas and experiences were silently transferred from one system to another without any publicity.

This complicated slow process can only be understood through cultural analysis approach that focuses on the evolution,
transition and change of schools of thought. Accordingly, we can trace the long journey of the Western mind after WWII to
present, in terms of the Marxist or the Capitalist side. This shall facilitate the comprehension of political coups and economic
changes. Politics is a cultural project. The same applies to the economic models that emerge worldwide through a close-
knitted cluster of cultural values.

The recentinternational developments demonstrate that the tenets of the dialectical approach apply to today's world. If the
collapse of Marxism is the thesis; the emergence of capitalism - and the claim that it shall be the future gobal ideology - rep-
resents the anti-thesis. Through an accurate reading of the international transformations, the outcome shall be a creative
synthesis of Marxism and capitalism through a universal compromise between philosophical, cultural, economic and politi-
cal elements that used to be contradictory.

This gives rise to our approach in reading the world change. The fall of totalitarianism and the rise of capitalism paved the
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way to the new international model, slowly forging through ferocious battles meant to settle historical accounts at the end
of the 20th Century, setting the scene for the third millennium.

An attempt to draw a comprehensive knowledge map of the international community shall reveal the world had been sub-
ject to tremendous changes, known as the global revolution. It is a revolution that necessitated the creation of huge intel-
lectual projects that seek to formulate effective policies to defy the related challenges. The most salient has been the global
revolution, to be discussed later.

The international community experienced tremendous changes, mainly five in number:
I- The shift from the industrial society to the world information society:
1I- From modernism to globalization;
11I- From relative security to a risk society;
IV- From the conventional national security to the informational model of national security;
V-The emergence of a new cultural model.

We realize from the outset that discussion of all the conceptual, methodological and practical dimensions of each shift ex-
ceeds the scope of this study. Hence, it is suffice to underline the key features of the great transformations in the age of
globalization.

From the industrial to the information society

The shift from an agricultural to an industrial society represents the most colossal transformation in the history of man-
kind. The industrial society, influenced by the industrial revolution, paved the way to meeting the basic needs of millions who
used to drastically suffer because of the rudimentary agricultural economies.

The industrial society is a new cultural model that greatly affected the structure, fabric and the values of societies. It has led
to the creation of a new social class, namely the labor class or proletariat according to the Marxist definition- i.e. those who
sell their labor force in return for a fixed wage.

The creation, development, and conflict of this class with the other social classes, as historically demonstrated, led to fierce
intellectual and ideological battles among philosophers, thinkers and politicians. It was the reason behind the outbreak of
revolutions worldwide, like the Fascist revolution in the Soviet Union in 1917 and the communist revolution in China in 1949.

The industrial society created a new unprecedented space, ‘the market’, which became a place for trade transactions and
economic interactions based on supply and demand. There is a consensus that Karl Polanyi's “The Great Transformation’
is the guiding reference in terms of the evolution of the capitalist market. True, the book had been under fire due to its wasp-
ish criticism of market economy. Paradoxically, this old book was revived in the age of globalization through the intellectuals
who are counter globalization. In their view, globalization is a manifest of brutal capitalism that seeks, under the guise of
the free market, to give vent to multinationals to control the global economy. As a result, the middle and poor classes were
marginalized, even in the industrialized countries; in addition, the third world countries were excluded from the economic

cycle.

Several signals preceded the main transformation from the industrial to the information society ushering the end of the
industrial stage; the huge changes in the ICT structure and the capitalist accumulation. It was the beginning of a new uni-
versal society; one that the leading thinkers who expected its emergence found it hard to give it a specific name due to its
ambiguous features at the outset. This is underscored in the American sociologist, Daniel Bell's ‘Post-industrial Society”
that delineates the features of a universal information society. Thanks to globalization, we are now under the umbrella of
the same society.

If Karl Polanyi had been the leading intellectual who theorized for an industrial society through his analysis of the market,
Manuel Castells , the American sociologist, was the pioneer intellectual with regard to the information society through
his analysis of a network society. He authored a trilogy in this respect titled ‘Information Age’ that falls into three volumes:
Network Society, The Power of Identity and The End of the Millennium.

We need to pause to discuss Castellss theory as the basis that shall help in the comprehension of the current universal society.

First: The social components in the information age:

Examination of Castellss ideas in his encyclopedic trilogy is a daunting challenge for researchers due to the vast vision, seri-

37



FIRST SESSION

ous approach, and the novel concepts and the multidimensional issues he addresses.

Researchers rely on Stadler's comprehensive overview of this encyclopedic work as published in Information Society Journal
(14/4/1998). The introduction reviews the opinions of sociologists worldwide and consensus that Castellss work represents
the most holistic theory to present that explains and analyzes the dimensions of the international information society.
Through his genius, Castells managed to address politics, economics, sociology and culture from the perspective of changes
in each of these fields. The question is: What is the core idea that Castells presents?

He argues that a new form of capitalism has emerged at the end of the 20th century. It is a global capitalism, keen to realize
its goals; this new form of capitalism is more flexible than the other forms.

Several forces worldwide defy this new form, namely social movements in defense of cultural particulars and the individual's
control of his/her fate and the environment one lives in.

This tension creates the underlying dynamics of the information age. Castells sums up this tension in an all-embracing state-
ment: ‘Our societies increasingly revolve around the bilateral conflict between the Net and the Self”

Net, to Castells, means the new organizational formations based on the wide-scale use of the multi-media and networks, a
characteristic of most of the advanced economic sectors. This applies to the giant corporations, fiercely competing, as well as
the local communities and social movements.

The Self stands for the affirmative activities through people who seek to cement their identity amid ever-changing and un-
stable conditions that govern the main social and economic activities, and forge through dynamic networks.

New social structures emerged and focused on primary identities- likely race, creed, ethnic or national group. Many regard
these identities as biologically or socially irrevocable in the face of the rapid social changes.

Through the interaction between the Net and the Self, the human life and practical experience conditions are formulated
anew in the whole world.

Castells builds his analysis on a key hypothesis: ‘A new society emerges when structural changes are observed in the
production, power and experience relations”.

These changes dictated the division of the book into three parts:

Part One “‘Network Society” primarily focuses on the change in the production relations in terms of the macro-economy,
the interrelated project and the changing work patterns.

Part Two’ The Power of the Identity” focuses on the power and experience relations. This takes the shape of the states
crisis- the nation in defiance of the transcontinental corporations and the consequent crisis in political democracy in the
face of the newly-formed identities.

Part Three' The End of the Millennium’ monitors the manifestations of the information age, notably the collapse of the So-
viet Union, the emergence of "the fourth world” countries, exclusion of social groups, and the emergence of a criminal global
economy.

If we wonder about the theoretical hypotheses behind Castells'in-depth analysis, two main hypotheses lie behind the Net-
Self conflict:

The first refers that the evolution of the Net is attributed to the dialectical interaction between social relations and techno-
logical progress; or as Castells phrases it the interaction between the production and development patterns.

The second refers to the importance of the Self. In other words, the method in which groups define their identities shall de-
termine the form of the community institutions.As Castells argued the pursuit to build a distinct identity leads to a different
outcome with regard to the social fabric. For example, building a hard-line fanatic religious identity shall definitely lead to
‘similar’ social patterns.

These hypotheses require further details to explain their dimensions. The springboard for the first hypothesis shall be that
social development is inseparable from the changes in the technological infrastructure. This is close to the distinction be-
tween production relations and forces according to the Marxist philosopher, Louis Althusser.
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Second: Identity and social development:

The second hypothesis focuses on the role of identity in social development. It states that the making of distinct identities
forms the society.

Castells defines identity as:" the process of forging the meaning according to a certain cultural feature; or for an array of cul-
tural features that have precedence over the other sources of meaning.”

Castells differentiates between three patterns of identity under the influence of the French sociologist, Alain Tourin:

« Legitimizing identity: The institutions in power depend on this identity to control the other social actors, and add a
rational meaning for this domination.

+  Resistance identity: This identity is produced by those who feel excluded due to the hegemony logic. This may lead to
the formation of local communities as a means to deal with suppression. A case in point is the Palestinian resistance
against the racist Israeli state.

«  Project identity: The identity formulated by the social movements that seek to leave a comprehensive change in the
society. A case in point is the identity of the political Islamic movements that seek to eliminate the secular state and
establish a religious state in lieu.

Third: The Network Society
Definition of the current information society as ‘a network society"is crucial to Castellss theory.

Whats the Network Society?

The Network Society has emerged, according to Castells , as a result of new essential economic activities that affected time
and space. Reorganization had depended on the wide-scale application of technology since the 1970s. This was manifested in
the ‘computerization’,a blend of IT and communication. The important pointin Castellss analysis is the development of IT in
a manner different from the previous technological progress. This helped form “the information pattern of development’; a
flexible, widespread and integrated pattern, notjust an addition to past technologies.

These developments, within two decades, led to the creation of a new type of economy- the global and IT-based economy.
Economy is described as IT-based as the competition among the key players, namely the companies, regions and nations rest
on their ability to generate and manage e-information. It is a global capitalism because its most prominent aspects from
financing to production are regulated worldwide directly through the transcontinental companies or indirectly through
the networks.

Through the IT-based economy, the national production had turned into a transnational production. What distinguishes it
is the ability to act as a one unitin real time and at the global level. The nucleus of such economy was shaped in the 1970s and
the cycle was completed in the 1980s.

The Network Society is based on the expansive free movement of goods, capital, services, thoughts and people. This has led
to the creation of the "real virtuality’ culture, known, according to Castells, for" no-time time and non-spatial place’. The Net-
work Society is thus based on a flood of diverse flows, closely associated with power. Strangely enough, Castells argues that
the idea of flows precedes the flow of power!" In other words, the flows reverse the social rationale dominantin the Network
Society; so the state that possesses a greater power to produce diverse flows shall be more powerful that the state that lacks
such power.

Consequently, with the emergence of the Network Society, the international balances of power experienced a change through
the slow, though constant, shift from the information to the knowledge-based society. The generation of knowledge shall
become the most important in the entire Network Society.

Fourth: Mapping the scientific heritage of the information society:

The scientific heritage of the information society, the so-called Network Society, had become so prolific in the last decades in
amanner that exceeds the ability of the individual researcher to keep abreast with all its related terms in the fields of politics,
economics, sociology and culture.

Some researchers endeavored to map the scientific heritage of the information society to enable other researchers to
competently navigate into this vast domain. This pioneering endeavor was conducted by Isabel Alvarez and Brent Kilbourn
through their online study titled:" Mapping the scientific heritage of the information society: Topics, perspectives and root
metaphors'.
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The introduction addresses the reasons behind the dispersion of the published literature on the information society. The
suggested map rests on three dimensions:

+ Topics
* Perspectives
Root metaphors
1- Topics:

Researchers generally discuss five topics:

*  Globalization: This indicates the economic and social process that once it occurs in a certain place is replicated else-
where.
Location: This refers to the location of objects, concepts and people in time and place.
Interaction: This indicates the nature of relations between people and objects.
Individualization: This indicates the preservation of individual identity or concepts within the moral general con-
text of harmony and globalization.

+  Information: This refers to the differentideas that people do or fail to appreciate in various contexts as the means of
survival or viability.

Definitely, a researcher will not discuss all these topics at once. The abovementioned is just a list of topics discussed in the
information society:.

2- Perspectives:
This is the angle a researcher adopts to approach the topic. In general, there are four perspectives:
+ Technological perspective
Political-economic perspective
Social perspective
*  Educational perspective.

3- Root metaphors:

This term is derived from Pepper's book (1942): " World Hypotheses: A Study in Evidence’. Root metaphors are close to the
concept of world views that seek to understand the world through the focus on specific groups or concepts. For example, the
term (machine) helped some intellectuals to adopt a mechanical theory of the world.

Pepper focused on six root metaphors: form, machine, context, the individual, deduction and power. Nevertheless, he focused
mainly on four. First, the form that focuses on groups and categories, and the formal perspective towards the world. It fur-
ther focuses on the conceptual models, kinds and genres. The machine is one of the most common metaphors at present.
With context, a different world view is posed as the context is preoccupied with the present or “the historical event” accord-
ing to Pepper.

There is no room for a detailed discussion of the world views or the problems of application. We only meant to refer to the
mapping term with regard to the scientific heritage of the information society.
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[ am proud to be between my professors- Mr. Muhammad Faeq and Mr. Said Yassin. It brings me enough honour on this sig-
nificant day, which isjust the beginning of a long journey of experience, for the long journey is what achieves objectives and
is regarded as the shortest way.

Can Africa and Asia FIND a position in this changing world? Yes. Is there a political will? Yes. But even without that political
will, we do not have an excuse to achieve that while these technologies of knowledge and communications are available. It is
no longer acceptable that we remain influenced by the lack of political will.  realize that it is not completely absent. Through
this project, I anticipate to have partners in the political will and to take the lead in establishing an economic, scientific and
cultural civil society to be able to play a significant role in the political issues of Asia and Africa.

I would like to give a simple example clarifying how we do not have an excuse in this advanced world to claim or complain
that we cannot achieve something. What I am going to say is based upon a personal experience. How and why did Abu-Ghaz-
aleh Intellectual Property (AGIP) become the worlds biggest company in its field? The main reason behind that success may
be attributed to the fact that we enriched AGIP with knowledge and IT. We turned the intellectual property activity through
the technology and efficiency of the legal profession into a knowledge technology i.e. using the information and communica-
tions technology. In this way, we managed to surpass the companies in the US, Europe and all over the world. We surpassed
them technologically by using the information technology. Hence, we can achieve now many things. Asia and Africa have to
seize the current historic chance in that changing world as we have not yet made use of such historic chances provided to
us thanks to the Internet and the communications revolution. 80% of the GNP should be derived from commerce especially
the e-commerce in which we do not need to get government approvals, nor to conclude common market, joint cooperation
or customs and tax agreements.

Now you can deal in all that you want electronically and without any permission. When he was elected as the President of the
United States, Obama announced his plan for the US economy which started to suffer a period of recession. The problem that
we are going to face now is the financial crisis especially in the stock and bond markets. Consequently, the crisis of the real
economy is expected to emerge as of this year and will continue to hit the world through at least the next 10 years. Economic
catastrophes will affect the developed world in the first place, but we also will be influenced according to our relations with
the changing world and its impact on us. There will be historic shifts in the global economic system including the blocks, the
capital markets, the financial centres, the ad campaigns and all that is related to the global relations among states. When
Obama announced his economic rescue plan, he talked about the role of investment in constructing the infrastructure. |
wondered then whether he could rescue the economy through the infrastructure. The interpretation which I heard then
from media was that through the infrastructure, he would be able to employ workers and provide investment and employ-
ment opportunities. That is not related to the will of economy. Building the infrastructure is a resumption of the project of
"Telecommunication High Way Information Knowledge High Way “which stopped in the US two decades ago.

Obama wants to bring back the idea of building the American knowledge society through the basic infrastructure without
which no real knowledge-based society could be found. Obama wants now to go back to the fundamentals of the knowledge-
based society in the IT decade. He wants to turn America into a real knowledge-based society where the opportunities of
using the communications and information technology are available with the purpose of saving the economy. He wants to
rescue the economy through building an American knowledge-based society. This is the reality of the matter. Being involved
in this international field, I state that the reality is not the employment of workers. Millions of workers will be employed in
building the infrastructure. The claim that car companies only will lay off 3 million workers is not true. The world will radi-
cally change in the next ten years. Many things will become historical. We will not further hear of G8. Words will be used in
theirreal sense. According to a recently issued report by the National Security, there will be a new block (IBRCK) made of India,
Brazil, Russia, china and Korea.

We remember that Korea, China and Japan held a meeting two months ago in Japan and discussed the establishment of a
common market, not an agreements market, but rather a real market that is based on interests and exchange. Japan turned
its face from America to China and Korea. That is a very significant event which we may not be aware of. The world is no
longer as it was before. We are now in a new world where there will be a change in powers, a change in currency and a change
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in everything. There will no longer be one single currency; there will no longer be only capital market as a centre for all other
capital markets etc. Both Asia and Africa should make the best use of the historic chance of that economic, social, political
and military shift. Asia and Africa have a promising future. We have to invite our leaders and governments to participate in
this historic shift. Both of us have their own responsibilities. Our responsibility is to establish a network of economic inter-
ests between the states of the two continents depending on using the available IT which does not need, as I have just men-
tioned, to obtain certain decisions. | remember that the concept of ’knowledge-based society” drew my attention 30 years
ago when I attended a symposium related to that issue. During that symposium, a man called Areal explained the concept
of Internet and displayed on the screen a picture of a dog sitting before the computer with a sentence written on the screen
saying: ‘The greatness of this system lies in the fact that who is sitting on the other side doesn't know that I'm a dog." This is
the gift of this system i.e.we are all equal when sailing in this sea. Now, you have the same opportunities as the student in any
of the worlds largest universities. This is because you can go into the same information sea without any obstacles. Therefore,
this system well secure the democracy which could not be realized in many countries. There will be a complete democracy
as everyone who is online is on an equal footing with the other party. There is no centre or position, all of us are equal when
we sit on the Internet. We can then overcome this problem of having two worlds - a developed world and a developing world.
The world of knowledge and progress will be for those who can get the best use of the communications and information
technology which are already available, and we do not have an excuse to say that we have a problem in using them or that
we are in a need for leadership or political will. Accordingly, we have the honor to work with the eminent Afro-Asian Peoples’
Solidarity Organization (AAPSO) as it is a very appropriate entity for launching an initiative of that kind. Being in the heart of
the two continents and in their hearts, Cairo is also the best city for playing such a role to lead and share in creating a new
futures history for those two great continents.

We are in no need of aid or donations, we just need to realize that it is we who originated knowledge in those continents, it
is we who created civilizations and found out information in those two continents. It is we who even invented the numbers
which mainly contributed later to the invention of the computer and the Internet. These two continents are the cradle of
civilizations and the cradle of the distinction between “progress’ and ‘development’.

The progress occurred in those two continents which have their own history of the process of progress and not only the
technical, scientific and knowledge development. On that account, Africa is not the poorest continent in the world. On the
contrary, it is the richest continent due to what it has of energies, potentials, opportunities and future. There will come the
day when Africa becomes at the forefront of the worlds continents in all fields. We speak here while we are full of honour,
pride and confidence. We are not here today to express wishes and wants only, but to confidently begin launching a simple
initiative proving that we can!

Thank you
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It is my pleasure today to be with you and I am honored to represent all experiences at Talal Abu-Ghazalah Organization
which is specialized in Information Technology.

At TAG-Org, we believe that we have the qualifications to provide technology solutions for ICT development initiative, to en-
able effective ICT environment, towards creating a more exclusive knowledge-based society in our region.

1 will begin with what is called Afro-Asian Network.

This is a network that calls for many actions to enhance the effectiveness in the use of ICT for development and that is
through facilitation, identification and use of technology solutions and creation of the proper environment.

Before I am going to do that, [ would like to give an overview of the different ages. Currently, we have the information on what
we call knowledge-based age and the main elements and many of the resources of the different ages have been major ones
such as labor (workers, time, efforts, expertise) capital (equipment, plants and wealth) and last one is the Knowledge.

The agriculture age (18th century) industrial age (19th and 20th century) information knowledge age (21st century) the new
millennium or what we call the twentieth society.

Now if you could see the diagram, the millennium requires knowledge and information.

That requires land and labor. So that the knowledge and information are the most important for the coming century, the
drive to this knowledge is the Internet, and as you know the Internet is a huge provider of information that we can use in
our activities.

Today in the opening session we talked about knowledge-based societies, there were several inquires, one of them is what the
components of the knowledge-based society. The other one was what is the digital environment of the Afro-Asian knowledge
society? What are the challenges? I am ready to answer all these questions but I will have to tackle some of the issues that
talk about the knowledge-based societies in Afro-Asian countries. When it comes to the digital divide, the answer to thatis a
graph for the UN that shows the statistics of 128 countries about the Internet users. As you can see in the graph, developing
countries are in the "below 20 persons’ presentation and that varies between countries of course, so we have a problem in
addition to a divide, in the digital divide in these countries. Many of you would think that Internet looks like a virtual social
network but in reality. The knowledge-based society has been the drive to all of our activities, education, finance, commerce,
business, government and everything. So it is not about social network, it is not about youtube, it is not Google, it is the ques-
tion of benefiting from the Internet.

Another question is about the key element of our Knowledge-based component; one of which is the network infrastructure,
asyou can see here.

There has to be appropriate infrastructure establishment. The other one is the technology solutions, as the Internet, the
high ways and there are drivers in the high ways. Not only that, we need an open access so that people will be able to access
the Internet, access the information, and obtain the greatest benefit.

Educationis a key element as well, so we can educate our people to try to bring the Internet literacy to high level and to try to
demolish Internetilliteracy. We have also what we call policies and regulations and also a key element was mentioned today
in the opening session ‘international property’. It is a key element because people produce knowledge, but they need for this
knowledge to be productive, they need this knowledge to be loaded, content creation is a real key element. We lack this in our
region. Most of the content comes from advanced countries and in different languages, French, German, English which are
mostly Latin, and if you come to Arabic content, there is no Arabic content. Although there are some Arabic content, but not
to the level like other content languages.

Our role at Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Information Technology International, a member of TAG-Org, founded in 1972 with more than
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2000 employees operating through 71 offices worldwide and headed by Mr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh .
There are many companies that work parallel with the organization.

Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Knowledge Society (TAG-Knowledge) and there are others that I will talk about in my presentation. Port-
folio as I mentioned is technology solutions drive towards a knowledge-based society. Technology solutions is a portfolio
that consist of network and infrastructure, ICT solutions, ICT software, ICT audit, ICT consulting, ICT solutions, ICT learning
solutions.

This organization is not in addition that lacks experience and qualification of knowledge for many years and as you can see
now there is a prominent organization that could bring a proper or the right qualifications boost in knowledge-based society
in our region.

I would like to talk about what we can do with different elements of knowledge solutions. So the first one is networking and
infrastructure. It is about design and implementation, network connectivity and equipment, data center, disaster recovery
and contingency, hardware and computing facilities, security and interoperability.

I want to show you that we can offer something in that network to build this knowledge-based society in our region.

- ICT solutions: It is about applications, web services, e-mail, fire wall, domain controller, portal security application, DBMs,
back-up services, VPN and many other applications that might help in this infrastructure and networking, the driver for
Internet for access technology information.

- Web hosting, Domain Name Registration, Of course we could not have all this in all websites, we show for others what they
can do " ERP solutions, oracle e-business and MS business solutions that is component of financial, HR, CRM supply chain.

- Products: there has been new environment that is TAG.com. It is software that can be used for accounting systems.
ICT Software:

- Management Information Systems - Data warehousing, web development and multimedia application.
-E-learning / E- Governments services

-1CT Audit

- General Controls

- Security Audit

-Network Security Assessment
- Internet Security Assessment

ICT Consulting:
I do not really want to convert this conversation to marketing our business but in reality it is about bringing all our experi-
ences and qualifications from this innovation or the new knowledge information society.

ICT Consulting:
ICT strategic planning and IT blueprint development, business impact analysis, threat and risk analysis, evaluation and as-
sessment quality assurance.

ICT Learning Solutions:
What we talk about is the basic levels of computer literacy and Cambridge 1T skills is a program that we have for the last ten
years, bringing qualification to make people literate about computers.

Comp TIA: A+, Network+, security+, project+.

Specialized ICT learning solutions: this is more specialized focused on high technologies like:
- Oracle ERP systems

- Microsoft business solution

- Programming and software development java

- Networking and administration solutions, MS windows Cisco.
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Sample of TAG-Org clients TAG initiatives:

First one is TAG-knowledge Society that Mr. Chairman mentioned about today and there will be a presentation tomorrow
about knowledge-based society; however, briefly speaking as Mr. Chairman said today, it is an innovation of literal property,
this is a place where people, students, university, can come to this place and can share this electronic technology.

Itis about knowledge and information power, it is about use of the Internet, it is about social atmosphere for the students,
young learners that people can meet together and talk to each other, it is about resources they can learn, and they can use
much of the resources of TAG-Org in this text, which is TAG- knowledge Society. Itis an initiative that helps in promoting the
future knowledge of information societies.

The second initiative is TAGI book and TAG refurbished. TAG refurbished brings people get connected, the adoption of the
acknowledgment so that PC. With personal computer people can use the Internet to get various kinds of information.

This has to be practiced on the basic point for affordable laptops and personal computers and there has been great efforts
made through the last four or three years and the target of this initiative is to bring affordable laptops on the range of 200
and 300 dollars but until now we were not able to achieve this goal for the citizens in our region.

Along the line we are working with the UN 500/12 initiative and Mr. Chairman has great contribution to bring this affordable
technology to our citizens. The goal of this UN 500/12 is to bring 500,000 computers to 10,000 schools for 33,000,000 students
in 60 countries by 2012, and if you could look at this diagram here; 2008 is when this initiative started and as you see here, it is
in Lebanon, Syria and Jordan so this is where this initiative has already started, we have two initiatives of the governments
Jordan, Syria and Lebanon established that refurbished centers with Microsoft with languor with RTC, tics that makes a
comparison that really would have come to see cheap technology coming to these developing countries. As we saw these
developing countries are the countries that lack Internet penetration.

Talal Abu Ghazaleh Organization is being managed to be upon the first organization that adopts this initiative all over these
countries.

So, we can see the implementation plan of 2008 to 2012, in the first year it was about 3000 computers, 2009 is the same the to-
tal sum is 500,000 distributed upon 10,000 schools and this is the plan and for every school there are 50 computers per school
and students 250 per school, total of students is 20,750,00, the total is 32,312,500 students benefited from the initiative, and we
are leading this work in the region.

So those are the companies who are working in this initiative Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization, Microsoft, CISCO, GSKA (Ko-
rean Society Global Association), Compu Mental and Computer Cicual Center.

ICTs in education: This is another initiative which Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization also lead, it is an organization in the
shading under the UN Global Alliance for ICT and development and it is about bringing ICT into the power to education, and
in cooperation with UNESCO, TAG. GSE, CISCO, Royal Holloway, Dot and other companies.

This is a new concept we are bringing to our societies it is about open source community.

This is a proposal that has been improved for the past few years in ten countries in universities, we have Asyut University in
Egypt, we have university in Lebanon, we have university in Palestine and of course the University in Jordan and collaborate
with a university in Germany, university in Finland, university in Sweden and a company in France and a university in Italy, to
bring open sources as a technology scholarship affordable and as an alternative for Network where people have to buy with
high price. And the purpose is developing of digital literacy in developing countries.

This is an element for knowledge societies, an important element for knowledge societies.

So TAG-Org briefly has regional role through ICT initiative, innovative technology solutions and prominent capacity building
programs, advance the frontiers of knowledge for the benefit of the future of our young generation.

For continuing work with leading global corporation and governments agencies towards broader knowledge societies for
more affordable access to ICT.

Thank you.

46



SECOND SESSION

Speech by
Dr. Mona L. Zaki

Adjunct Assistant Professor,
Management Department, AUC

Strategic Thinking in the Interpretation of Knowledge Management

The need for strategic thinking in the turbulent times of the 2Ist century, an environment full of political pressure, economic
challenges and social disorder, has never been greater. Moreover, the ability to think strategically has become indispensable
for performance at the highest levels of any organization.

To be able to perform their role on a strategic level and to survive in today's unstable rapidly changing environment, organi-
zations, leaders and managers must be able to be strategists in their use of knowledge. This is to be able to conduct research
and to monitor the environment to receive the feedback from the organization publics. It also requires working from a plan
thatdeals with issues and crises in a proactive manner rather than a reactive one. Strategic thinking entails being involved in
the decision making process with the top management of the organization, and dealing heavily with the process of adjusting
organizations to their environments, and to adjusting environments to the organizations.

The concept of strategic thinking is a difficult abstraction as it is acknowledged and perceived in different ways. Several
models, recognized by organizations that are proactive and future-oriented include; management issues, strategic issues
management, integrated strategic planning systemes, life cycles issues and planning issues, all of which deal with detecting
and analyzing issues, selecting courses of actions and evaluating outcomes (Bronn, 2001).

The way people think about strategy and make sense of their organizational worlds is a result of organizational learning and
adaptation and the part played in this is by leadership (Henry et al, 1993). Since business practices and the marketplace are
always changing, the need to think strategically never ends. As situations change, it becomes increasingly more important to
think strategically while keeping two factors in mind: problem solving and creating the future.

That is why the concept of strategic thinking has attained some status and is a special interest in the learning organization’.
Strategic thinking is now recognized as a prerequisite for planning activities within an organization and is an important
characteristic of effective managers. Other scholars also believe that strategic thinking must be a core competency of an
organization. Leaders and managers must develop strategic insights to guide their companies (Prahalad and Hamel, 1990).

"Strategic thinking is not acquired by magic noris it something possessed by a few or an elite group of seers. Insight is a talent
and an ability that can be nurtured in all of us (Gable, 2000)". Everyone has the capacity to think about actions and events of
the past and to hypothesize about possible future outcomes. The three aspects most critical to cultivating strategic thinking
are:

First: the capacity to take in a range of information and the ability to understand this information accurately, which Gable
calls 'information harvesting’; and here comes the important role of Knowledge Management.

Second: the pursuit of clarity, honesty, transparency and integrity;

Third: the courage to question, explore, and create. Gable believes that by practicing these characteristics, one can become a
strategist (Gable, 2000).

In fact, a CEO's ‘way-of-thinking’ plays a role in strategy development within a company and can create a drive for strategic
change (Henry et al., 1993).

Harper (1991) discussed the importance of strategic thinking as a prerequisite for the development of the long-range plan for
any organization. He believes that leaders and managers who are preoccupied with what is immediately within their reach,
trying to improve this year's profits rather than cultivating and capitalizing on emerging opportunities, are accelerating
their firms slide into mediocrity (Harper, 1991).

Besides being described as a state of mind, the concept of strategic thinking has obtained some status. Companies that equip
their executives with toolboxes - statistics, research data, software packages and competitive reports;in other words, all data
and information possible - are surprised and disappointed when the executives do not achieve the expected results.
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Consequently, most chief executive officers in todays top-ranking companies would agree that ‘strategic thinking' is vital.
And here comes the important question: Are you a strategist or just a manager? not all managers are strategic thinkers. (Hin-
terhuber and Popp, 1993). According to scholars in this field, there is a clear dividing line between managers and strategists;
the latter being successful at visioning, empowering and embracing an entrepreneurial approach to business (Bronn, 2001).
Experts say that ‘success comes to those who have the answers before anyone else is even aware of the questions’ (Harper,
1991).

And from this point, we can induce and encourage the importance of Knowledge and Knowledge management as a main
foundation for strategists to succeed in achieving the greatest results for their organizations.

There is a very famous saying that all of us know: 'Knowledge is Power’. Subsequently
Management of this Power is key to running a successful business.

As business practitioners, it is not enough for us to have this knowledge power, but we must also devise tools to utilize and
maximize on this power efficiently, successfully and productively. We must also use this knowledge to develop it according to
our client and business needs. In other words: to run a successful business, we must be able to manage our knowledge wisely
and as mentioned earlier in this paper ... think strategically.

Knowledge is not to be confused with data or information - nor is it the sum of information or data.

If research-based information is a major foundation for strategic thinking, knowledge managementis the major part of this
foundation, as it involves the collection of information from within and out the organization, as well as the process for scan-
ning the environment to identify sources of opportunities and threats.

Research, whether formal or informal, comprises the gathering of accurate and useful information concerning knowledge,
opinions, attitudes and behaviors of the public concerned with and affected by the acts and policies of the organization. It
also provides an early warning of any issues that could become crisis in the future.

As Sanders implies in his book Strategic Thinking and the New Science, the use of strategic thinking as the new planning par-
adigm helps the organization to identify, respond to, and influence changes in its environment (Sanders, 1998). He explained
that to understand the dynamics of change in the global context, one must consider all aspects of the global environment, lo-
cal, regional, national and international. This process is undertaken by looking at the systems as a whole, notjust their parts:
the ellipse, drawn in the center of the page, symbolizes the importance of stepping back to scan the big picture context of the
issue or business from a global perspective.

As aresult, for our purposes, it is sensible to say that a collection of pieces of information or data are NOT knowledge unless
a relationship exists between them. (Fleming, 1998). A collection of information will become knowledge if in a particular
context. Thus, logically, this leads us to assume that knowledge is a series of relations and patterns and that different circum-
stances or contexts, will offer different knowledge.

What Is Knowledge Management?

If knowledge represents your ‘intellectual capital or 'hidden assets, then knowledge management would be the correct har-
nessing and utilization of your company’s existing knowledge in a manner that will better generate greater value through
the use of this knowledge, in order to develop your human resources, and to produce better products and processes. More
clearly, knowledge management would be the capture, retention and reuse of the information, and the effective conveyance
of its meaning to other people, for the end purpose of giving your company a competitive edge in the market place.

Skyrme refers to studies that were conducted in numerous businesses and which demonstrate that there are two major
strategy driving forces towards successfully managing your knowledge in a changing business environment: (Skyrme, 1998)

The first strategy employs better use of the information that already exists inside the company. Often, information about
how to do things, sometimes is in the head of the employees rather than in a manual that can be shared by everyone else in
the company.

A good manager would be the one who finds a way to make the most of each individual employee by pooling their collective
knowledge, and storing it in one place, that is easily accessible to all. This first form of knowledge management strategy
brings together all the information known by all employees into one set database that is then made available to, and used
by everyone in the company. This can usually be done by the installation of an Intranet, or an internal network of some kind.
(Skyrme, 1998)
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The second strategy is more complex as it focuses on the utilization of the existing information in order to create a new
set of situations in order to produce further knowledge. This strategy often referred to as knowledge innovation. It is the
creation of a new set of knowledge relations or contexts from already existing ones, and then turns these ideas into valuable
products and services. However, it is important not to confuse knowledge innovation with Research and Development as
many managers often do.

The correct and efficient channeling of creative ideas into best business practice is certainly the more complex strategy, yet
at the same time, it has the greater potential. It is this effective commercialization of ideas that has catapulted companies
like Netscape and Formula One into multi-million dollar corporations in a very short space of time. (Skyrme, 1998)

This brings us to our next question.

What does strategic thinking mean in relation to knowledge management?

As we have already established that not all managers are strategists. And - what distinguishes a strategic manager from
the ordinary one? A strategist is one who can make smart decisions by correctly using the information in his/her hands, to
implement his decision-taking successfully, and to learn from the experience in order to apply it to future situations. (Lang,
1999) And even a better manager will be the one who takes proven formulas, and successfully adapts them to a new set of
knowledge conditions.

This is the value of strategic thinking when it comes to knowledge management. Strategists have the vision to use and to
manage the knowledge they have to predict and anticipate the future, based on their existing knowledge used in a strategic
way.

Successful and forward-looking business companies can create a strategic advantage for themselves by developing their
knowledge capital. Two complementary approaches to locking in those hidden company’s assets are suggested: (Skyrme,
1998)

1. Converting knowledge to a more explicit form - in documents, processes, databases etc. This is often referred to as ‘de-
canting the human capital into the structural capital of an organization’. A term coined by Skyrme for this approach
would be “Western tendency’, as he suggests that it appears to be the main emphasis of many European and American
knowledge programs.

2. The second approach would be enhancing tacit knowledge flow through better human interaction. In Japan, various
socialization’ activities support this kind of knowledge flow, which, by its very nature also sparks the generation of new
ideas and knowledge. Add to this some basic elements of good human resource management, including a stimulating
environment, personal development plans, motivation and suitable reward and recognition systems (such as knowledge
sharing awards and stock options), then there is less chance of your best knowledge workers wanting to quit. (Skyrme,
1998)

Logically, we find ourselves coming to our final point.

What is strategic thinking in the interpretation of knowledge management, and what is its value and use to busi-
ness, organizations, leaders and managers?

The answer to this is quite simple, it is Profit! The good leader is the one who will devise strategies to develop every aspect
of his/her resources whether tangible such as apparatus and human resource, or tacit and intangible such as knowledge in
ways that will improve the productivity and return on investment of their company!

For best business practices, it is the skillful strategists who will be able to identify and utilize areas of business where the
knowledge dimension can be used as a strategic lever, both for optimizing organizational performance, and in adding value
to services and products.

Some recurring characteristics typical of successtul application of strategic thinking in knowledge management are: (Lang,
1999).

1. (lear and explicit links to business strategy, and how does knowledge add value to your business strategy?

2. Being knowledgeable about your knowledge. L.e. possessing a real understanding of the knowledge advantage, and how
well is it understood among your human resource pool.

3. Possessing a compelling vision and architecture of the future plans for your company
Having clear, strategic and competent leadership and top management.

5. Possessing systematic processes for capturing your company’s knowledge and making it readily and easily accessible
through an internal network such as an Intranet.
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6. Closely linked to the above point, is the possession of a well-developed 'hard and ‘soft knowledge infrastructure, acces-
sible both internally, and to your network of customers and suppliers.

7. Appropriate bottom line measures; such as, the balancing of financial performance indicators with non-financial meas-
ures that underpin value creation.

The application of strategic knowledge management to all of these points and indicators, will lend strategic advantage to
the forward looking business person.

Itis interesting to point out thatitis a western tendency but the strategists among us are those who are trying to set up this
infrastructure within their organizations.

To conclude, we can confidently realize that in order to manage your business knowledge wealth, successfully, and in a way
that would maximize on your returns from both your man power and product sales, it is imperative to devise forward think-
ing strategic plans that will simultaneously manage issues and generate Profit!

Itis crucial for business leaders to be good strategists if they are to be able to utilize all the assets available in order to pro-
duce products and services that are geared directly towards the needs and requirements of the end-user.

This will only be achieved by strategists who have the knowledge, or in other words, by strategic thinkers who master knowl-
edge management.

Thank you for your kind attention ...
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Knowledge-based Economy

Knowledge-based Economy is one of the pillars of the so-called the "New Economy” in today’s world. In support of this fact,
relevant literatures often cite new and widely circulating aphorisms, like "'Knowledge is Power'.

Within this context, Ideas’ serve as ‘a Knowledge-based Capital’ that soon turns into a profit-making ‘materialistic capital’, a
fact that companies like Microsoft and Apple fully illustrate in the world of programming.

This means that'Knowledge-based Economy"has become one of the assets of any country’s capital and an element of strength
in both advanced and newly emerging economies and communities.

However, when talking about knowledge-based Economy;, it is necessary to be aware of some possible misunderstandings we
find in current discussions and writings in this respect.

First:

Itis important not to confuse the accumulation of Knowledge-based Economy with the increase in the number of educated
people, the number of the years of learning (education), or other indexes (indications) usually used for measuring and com-
paring various countries'human development.

The factis that the accumulative asset of knowledge-based economy is unlike that of the human capital, as the latter relates
mainly to education and knowledge acquisition and not necessarily to innovation and invention capabilities. The number of
years spent in learning is irrelevant to the knowledge-based advancement that is based mainly on the quality of the educa-
tion process and its outputs.

Second:

The growth of the Information and Informatics Community does not necessarily lead to a real growth of the knowledge-
based economy. Information will not transform into knowledge without first undergoing logical and statistical processing
operations that rest on advanced stages of analytical specimens, causality relationships and an ability to ‘measure” and ‘pre-
dict".

[tis noticeable that a considerable part of the high-added value that the advanced countries’ economic activities have gener-
ated these days, lies on innovations in the ‘design area’, i.e. redesigning their productive processes and products and even the
packages, which is why these countries Research and Development sector is currently considered the front runner and main
propeller of their knowledge-based economy.

This sector has gradually assumed a monopolistic nature worldwide, considering that the major multinationals in the field
possess ‘property rights’ to new ideas and applied information. The arrangements that hinder the transfer of such rights to
developing countries at affordable costs are mandated by the "Intellectual Rights Agreement (TRIPS) of the GATT Uruguay
Round.

As we know, the knowledge-based economy has been seeing in recent years a high number of registered patents. In 1999
alone, the number of patents registered in the United States amounted to 161000, double the figure of a decade earlier.

Some believe that the Internet, as a patent-free vehicle, has alleviated the problem of ‘protectionism’ of the achievements
of the new economy of knowledge, and might have caused some circulation the dissemination of these achievements in the
developing world. However, experts are almost unanimous that the Internet will help the widespread of ‘simple ideas’ that
need no real legal protection.

In this connection, the British Economist magazine posed in its edition of April 8 2000, two central questions: Who own the
Information-Based Economy in today's world? And, will this economy turn into ‘a hegemony tool’ for first world countries?

The two questions are certainly highly decisive. Present economic international relations indicate the growth of the so-
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called knowledge monopolies, which implies that the knowledge-based economy will shortly be for the first world counties
(G7) a hegemony tool. The world is yet seeing parallel historic attempts by the developing worlds dynamic vanguards (India,
China, South Korea and Brazil) to challenge knowledge monopolies.

Historic examples indicate that the growth of the "Research and Development (R&D)" sector in the developing countries may
open a new window of hope and security for a South-South cooperation. Cooperative efforts in this area would defeat the
pessimistic view that third world countries cannot break the technological barrier. Taiwan, though a small country, has in
the 1990s reached a point of equilibrium between the number of imported patents and those locally produced. Another ex-
ample to be followed is that of South Korea, the country that produces new car and electrical appliance designs made by its
own people (not through Japanese technological support).

To assess their technological progress and the added value that their knowledge-based economy has generated, many ad-
vanced countries prepare a so-called technological balance of payments. In this balance, imported products and services of
the knowledge-based economy are on the debit side, while the same economy's products and services are entered on the
credit side. Thus, these countries are in possession of important indexes revealing their technological and knowledge-based
standing.

Let me conclude by saying that the journey of thousand miles begins with a single step.
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Towards a knowledge-based Society for all:
the role of entrepreneurship, innovation and leadership

Balancing market forces with pro-development goals will pave the way for a knowledge-based Society for all

Creation of a knowledge-based society for all citizens is an ambitious and worthwhile objective. This knowledge-based so-
ciety with a digital nervous system will be shaped by social and political forces. It is incumbent on leaders, including those
assembled in this room to ensure that the knowledge-based society we create will provide significant benefits for, or have a
major impact on, the central developmental goals of poor countries. This will not come about automatically but will require
leadership from developing countries and our partners.

Why be concerned about knowledge at all?

Access to and control of knowledge - through the use of information and communications technologies (ICTs) can provide
people with many developmental benefits. These include increased access to markets, information about market opportuni-
ties and increased access to employment and incomes. In the social sphere, the use of ICTs can reduce social isolation, increase
confidence and facilitate self-empowerment. In particular, ICTs have been used to provide an increased and easier access to
information about legal protection and human rights and has served as an effective mechanism for political organization
across social and national boundaries. Governments around the world, including the ones in developing countries have been
using ICTs to improve access to government services and information including social welfare grants.

The Challenge

However, the evidence from around the world convincingly shows that there remains a problem in ensuring that the poor
are provided with equitable access to knowledge and ICTs and the development needs of people are prioritized. The funda-
mental organizing principles in the ICT sector are not pro-poor and pro-development. This has resulted in the diffusion of ICT
facilities and applications being over reliant on market forces, which in turn leads to significant disparities across countries
and within social groups. In particular, rural people and the urban poor are not well served and patterns of gender inequality
often exist in ICT markets.

In addition, the patterns of inequity in the distribution of wealth, knowledge, and power, which are found in wider society,
are mirrored in the ICT sector. This has resulted in the increasing concentration of research and development in large, inter-
national firms and an intellectual property regime that limits the public flow of knowledge. These characteristics pose the
major challenge in ensuring that ICTs serve development.

The ICT sector in developing countries is defined by classic market failure, a situation wherein social benefits exceed private
benefits. The opportunity costs associated with this market failure and the absence of creative public sector leadership are
tremendous. It means that Africa and developing countries in Asia do not benefit from the cost savings that would result
from intensive use of ICTs in the delivery of education and health services. It also means that the direction of ICT policy is nar-
rowly focused and does not attempt to increase the multiplier effects of lower prices and improved quality for the enterprise
sector. It also means that the opportunities to use ICTs to stimulate participatory government at all levels, including within
local communities have not been seized.

An Appropriate Response

It is possible to transform and move towards a knowledge-based society that facilitates development, with a pro-poor and
pro-development agenda. To make progress on this path, it will be necessary to avoid the latest fads that originate from
well-meaning or self-interested outsiders. It will be necessary for Africa and Asia to develop home grown strategies and to
build the necessary intellectual, policy making and diplomatic capabilities needed to implement these strategies. Our regions
should avoid strategies that either focus on creating ICT enclaves (free trade zones by another name) or on programs that
cater only for the elite. We will also need to be mindful of the political climate in which all development efforts take place.
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To succeed we will need to use creative leadership, entrepreneurship and innovation.
Leadership

I regard leadership as being a process by which visions, dreams and aspirations are transformed into realities. Within this
context, leadership requires collective engagement, sustained disciplined effort and the application of mental, emotional
and spiritual faculties.

Creating a knowledge-based society that promotes development is a complex process that will require interaction and en-
gagement of a number of different social actors. This project is too important to be left to a single stakeholder. Particularly
because of the need to remedy market failure, transformation of the ICT sector requires public leadership, in order to ensure
that the broadest public interests are served. Governments must be involved. However, our governments should be account-
able to and work with the private sector, NGOs, academic and research institutions and international agencies.

To be effective in this leadership process, our leaders will need to adopt a transformative leadership style thatis non authori-
tarian, and is based on solidarity and service. We need leaders who empower others and serve as champions. At a personal
level, leaders must express integrity, commitment and take personal responsibility. Leaders will also need to build their capa-
bility to work collaboratively in multi-stakeholder networks. This is particularly importantin order to sustain and renew the
vision and to evaluate and fine-tune strategies and tactics.

Since the possibility of creating knowledge-based societies is intensively influenced by global forces and patterns, our leaders
will need the capacity to confidently engage with the world in the service of the region.

The Role of the State

Ensuring that societies transform their production and use of knowledge resources is essentially a political process. Politics
is never absent at any stage in the creation of a knowledge society. Whether it is the process of building knowledge networks
and infrastructure, preserving knowledge, developing content, applications and services, different interest groups will be in
competition. This therefore means that there is a need to carefully structure the balance between public policy interests and
private returns. It is likely that over time, different interest groups will hold varying views about which of these needs - the
maximization of consumer welfare or of supplier benefit - is the more important. Priorities ought to be set by the state. In
developing countries, laws and policies need to uphold a balance.

The state through a variety of institutions has the responsibility to seek the public interest. In developing countries, this
includes ensuring that knowledge networks including ICTs contribute to developmental objectives such as job creation,
empowerment, self expression, and improvements in well being. It is not enough for the public interest to be reduced to
expansion of the ICT sector, introduction of new services and increases in the number of operators in a market. A reliance on
changes in market structure and free trade are not enough to bring about development. Developing countries need to build
institutional capability to analyze the industry, track its development, facilitate technological learning and innovation, as
well as make changes to market structure. But most of all, social benefits need to form part of the policy equation. To do this,
countries will need effective independent regulatory agencies. However, only some of the developing countries have estab-
lished strong effective regulatory agencies. However, most of them have found it difficult to establish and maintain. In the
successful countries, regulatory bodies are statutory agencies with boards appointed by the head of state, and appropriate
mechanisms for continuity of tenure and funding. In the majority of countries; however, regulatory agencies are not finan-
cially independent and autonomous. Their boards and senior management teams operate under conditions where they are
not shielded from day-to-day political interference and the vagaries of electoral politics.

Promoting knowledge-based societies will require a shift in organizational principles; this process is filled with conflicts in
which old practices collide with the new one. Inspired leadership is required.

Innovation
Innovation can be defined as the production, diffusion and use of new and economically useful knowledge.

Innovation is an imperative for developing countries in Africa and Asia as we seek to balance economic growth and the redis-
tribution of wealth and effective provision of essential public goods, such as education, housing and health. Finding ways to
compete in international markets, to improve diversification and foster industrial development is crucial if these problems
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are to be solved. Innovation strategies matter for development, several countries as diverse as Korea, Singapore, and Ireland
have demonstrated that paying attention to these policies can make a difference.

Innovation strategies help countries deal with structural changes in their economies, and better respond to external chal-
lenges, especially in the nature of international markets and trade regimes. The success of these countries industries greatly
depends on their ability to acquire and use new technology and master new knowledge. This ability does not so much rely
upon basic science but depends on the efficient unfolding of various learning processes. Innovation itself is not a smooth
process but is full of uncertainty and must be managed.

The digital nervous system of the knowledge-based society consists of the outputs of the IT sector, telecommunication serv-
ices, broadcasting and specialized content firms. Many of the technologies are very capital intensive, requiring operators to
invest heavily in infrastructures that serve as platforms for service delivery. Knowledge-based societies are technologically
intensive, which requires operators and service providers to apply new technology, or use existing technologies in innovative
ways. The economics of knowledge production implies that incumbents are susceptible to challenges from disruptive tech-
nologies and innovative companies.

Knowledge-based societies also are creativity intensive intensely creative and will require access to higher-order thinking,
analysis as well as reflection. The education and training systems that support these processes will look and feel very differ-
ent from traditional systems in existence today.

Familiar daily processes of entertainment, household management and communication are in turmoil and change. Our so-
cieties face the challenge of managing these processes and capturing benefits for society without losing cultural integrity,
stifling talent or promoting intrusions into privacy.

Innovation to manage technology and organizational change must be at the centre of our efforts.
Entrepreneurship

Entrepreneurship, defined here as the process of business start-up and growth provides important factors that are conduc-
tive to economic renewal and dynamism. Entrepreneurial private sector companies will lead the way in the creation of a
knowledge-based society, particularly because they sense and are pro-active to change in socio-economic environment and
context. Entrepreneurs are agents of change and part of the productive fabric. Their activities are often so transformative
that it can be destabilizing, as such, Schumpeter described entrepreneurs as catalysts of creative destruction.

The mobile communications sector perhaps provides the best examples of African entrepreneurship that is world class,
dynamic and path breaking. In recent months, there is considerable evidence of increasing globalization of the strategies of
Africa-born companies such as MTN and Celtel ( now Zain group). From a strategic point of view, and relevant to the spirit of
this meeting is the suggestion that the economic conditions in sub-Saharan Africa, provided the basis for successful growth
in Arab countries, such as Iran.

Conclusion

Developing countries have not had a long track record with either innovation policy or entrepreneurial policy. Innovation
policy has traditionally been concerned with objectives such as: the generation of new knowledge, making government in-
vestiment in innovation more effective, enhancing diffusion of knowledge and technology and establishing right incentives
to stimulate private sector innovation to transform knowledge into commercial success. Whereas, entrepreneurship policy
seeks to create an environment and support system to foster the emergence of new entrepreneurs and the start-up and
early stage growth of new firms and to facilitate a pro-business culture. The knowledge-based society project requires that
both of these policy domains are executed well and are integrated almost seamlessly.

Scholars have suggested a number of policy interventions that are required by state, private sector and other stakeholders
that go well beyond investment in research and development (R&D), to include encouraging entrepreneurs, supporting active
technology acquisition, facilitating university-industry collaboration, developing clusters and science/technology parks.

To these we can add awareness-raising, execution of flagship projects that can demonstrate the importance and relevance of
knowledge-based societies and alignment with development objectives. The Afro-Asian Knowledge-based Society Initiative
Founders' Conference provides an opportunity for timely developing country leadership at a time when political solidarity
that contributes to practical solutions is much needed.
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Speech by
Dr. Raed Awdeh

Talal Abu-Ghazaleh College of Business / German-Jordanian University

Enabling the Information Society
Information Society ! No universally accepted definition !!

The following seems to be reasonable:

"‘An information society is a society in which the creation, distribution, diffusion, use, integration and manipulation of infor-
mation is a significant economic, political, and cultural activity. The knowledge economy is its economic counterpart where-
by wealth is created through the economic exploitation of understanding'.

How to enable and build the information society?
This is a joint effort that requires the hard work cooperation and partnership among all stakeholders
* Governments
*  Private sector
*  Civil society
UN
Other national and international organizations

How to enable information society?
Taxation
There should be no new discriminatory taxation on e-commerce
Offering exemptions of value-add tax and custom duties on the import of ICT equipment
Reducing taxes for companies or for their employees on their investment in aspects related to training in and for the
information society.

How to enable information society?

Regulations

*  Settingup regulations that create a favorable climate for stability, predictability and fair competition at all levels. Also, to
foster productive investment and enable enterprises to make the changes needed to seize the benefits from ICTs.
Providing suitable protection of ICT-related intellectual property.
Creating a balance for the wide dissemination, diffusion, and sharing of knowledge.

How to enable information Society?

E-government
Developing and adopting a comprehensive e-governance strategic and action plans in each country.
Establishing a private government network, Intranet, for state agencies.

* Developing and make use of a governmental portal.

*  Establishing re-training systems for state agencies staff in the use of ICT.

How to enable information society?

E-commerce
Creating legal framework that recognizes, facilitates, and enforces electronic transactions (e.g, electronic signatures).
Establishing public procurement systems with the application of e-commerce.
The private sector should lead development of e-commerce through the development of new services, innovations, rules
and standards, etc.

How to enable information society?

*  Building confidence in ICTs

+  Strengthening the ICT trust framework, including information and network security, authentication, privacy, etc.

* Provide e-commerce consumers with the same level of protection as provided in traditional commerce (e.g security of
transactions and payments).
Deal with spam and cyber-security at appropriate national and international levels.
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How to enable information society?

Human Development - 1
*  Promoting basic literacy and universal primary education as they are key factors with special attention to the needs of
females.
Promoting the integration if ICTs in all stages of education, training and human resource development.
Educating the public and eliminating computer and Internet literacy through affordable training.
Training top officials on ICT best international practices.

How to enable information society?

Human development - 2
Focusing on ICT training for the teachers and trainers.
Promoting various types and concepts of education and training, such as:
- Continuous and adult education
- Re-training
- Distance-learning, e-learning, online learning
Providing free Internet access or at preferential terms to students, researchers, as well as the staff of educational
institutions.

How to enable information society?

Access
Ensuring universal access to information and knowledge.
Their ability for all the access and contribute information, ideas and knowledge.
Establishing public access points in places such as post offices, schools, libraries and archives.
*  Enriching useful information in the public domain of the Internet.

How to enable information society?
* ICTinfrastructure
Connectivity is central to enabling the information society.
Making greater use of high-speed broadband and other new technologies where possible.
Utilizing wireless technologies to achieve technological ‘leap frog’ for the extension of Internet connectivity to areas
that are under-served or not served at all.

How to enable information society?

Open source

*  Software has gained so much in importance in almost every sector of society that it has become a strategic societal re-
source.

+  Affordable access to software is extremely important.
Increase awareness of the possibilities and benefits offered by open-source and free software and systems.
Raise awareness of open source business success stories with a focus on SMEs.
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Talal Abu-Ghazaleh knowledge Society
(TAG-Knowledge)

Afirst - of - its - kind state - of - the - art project pioneered by TAG-Org to help in the enablement and building of informa-
tion societies in the Arab world.

TAG-Knowledge's mission:

-"To support the Arab youth community in building their professional capacities, reshaping their skills, and upgrading their
qualifications, in order to ensure opportunity equality with their international peers’.

Talal Abu-Ghazaleh knowledge Society

First branch of TAG-knowledge has opened in Amman, Jordan, with ongoing plans to open branches in other major Arab
cities.

- Free membership to all college and university students. In 3 months, over more that 5000 members, and rapidly increasing.

- Under one-roof, TAG-Knowledge offers students with all services and knowledge they need to become successful contribu-
tors in the information society.

- Either free or very heavily subsidized.

Talal Abu-Ghazaleh knowledge Society
Services offered
*  High - speed Internet access
Various training courses (mostly on ICT and soft skills)
Career and recruitment consultancy
Design, stationary and translation services
E-libraries
Meeting and discussion areas
TAG-Org publications
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Speech by
Mr.Jawad Abbasi

General Manager of Arab Advisors Group,
a member of Arab Jordan Investment Bank in Jordan

One thing about ICT is, I believe, most importantly, as education needs equations, essentially ICT compresses time and space
bridges time and space. The distinction between developed countries and developing countries no longer exists with some
people who have high education and technical skills. I don't see a difference between developing and developed countries
when it comes to knowledge-based societies; they both bridge time and space, the great deal of outsourcing, the major tech-
nology centers in Indonesia, India or in some areas and outside the developed countries makes us realize that difference not
only in between countries bit in the country itself.

Iwill give you an example; there is not a digital division between countries, itis between populations regardless of where they
live, an Egyptian who lives in Elmadi benefits from Internet and 3G services the same way someone lives in New York does.
Similarly the disparities between countries are most striking not only between regions. I will give you some information for
example inJordan, I conducted a research that showed 80% are Internet users in the city of Amman. In Egypt, Alexandria and
Cairo enjoy the highest level of Internet penetration. E-commerce, we have E-commerce in underdeveloped countries is not
true.

Aramco does not accept any transactions now with its business partners unless through e-commerce. Similarly under US
business group, e-commerce made about US s one billion last year. So they are talking that regional differences no longervary;
itis as a matter of fact, a demographic variation.

It is the case of highly educated person versus unskillful ignorant which takes me to my last point which is governments
cannot have a solution for this.

It has been once said that you cannot find a solution within the main problem. So governments in regions face a bigger prob-
lem than the one the Western policies face. Thus, governments should not really try to find a magical solution one to solve
this problem because they are in many cases the cause of these problems.

Therefore, I think population and the people of Africa and the people of Asia should focus on education, health care as the
biggest avenue of expenditure and we do not have more ambitions in the gradual increase in wealth and fractions consider-
ing this as a priority in our regions.

Finally, it is just because larger segment in Africa and Asia has no access to computers doesnt mean that they are outside
knowledge information revolution technology. A real example is India as every Internet connection; there are twenty mobile
phones connections so this is the evolution. However, Sudanese peasants probably don't have Internet access, laptop or PC all
theirlife time. But he or she, probably has a mobile phone line and therefore the opportunity now for IT means for businesses
to liverish to wide this cellar base to avail information services to these large segments of population who don't have com-
puter literacy at their life time, who will not have laptop all their life time, don't have Pc computers in their life time, to utilize
cellar machines to engage them in business and at knowledge society and this will probably, in coupled with investment and
education and basic services keen with electricity. The children will be more educated have laptops and Internet and that
will make us move forward. So with this I conclude and thank you for your listening.
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Prompting the use of ICT for capacity building
and human resource development
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Speakers:
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Professor, Institute of Development Studies, Dar es Salaam University, Tanzania
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and Cooperation of Afro-Asian Peoples', Russian Federation
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Rapporteur: Mr. Haitham Abu-Ghazaleh
Executive Director, Talal Abu-Ghazaleh & Co. International - Riyadh Office
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Speech by

Prof. Haroub Othman

Prof. at the Development Studies Institute,
University of Dar es Salaam

"WE MUST RUN WHILE THEY WALK"

Such was a title of a biography on the life of Julius Nyerere written more than thirty five years ago by an American author. It
came from a speech that Nyerere made urging Tanzanians (and Africans) to make great leaps forward'in their development
processes if they wanted to catch up with the developed world. But almost four decades since that speech was made, Tanza-
nia (and Africa) is/are very far behind the developed world. The question is: why?

Man has struggled to master his own environment. Whether it was a period of gathering wild fruits and hunting for wild
animals, or that of the Stone Age and of the industrial revolution, man's purpose has been to mold his surroundings to satisfy
his needs.Itis true that at times his discoveries went to destroy the very nature that he depended on, but that was on the no-
tion that a better world, technologically, economically or even politically, would be born out of the ruins of such destruction.
No wonder then that many innovations and discoveries that man has made over the centuries have been of dual use.

The development of capitalism did release labor force from the fetters of feudalism. Thanks to the industrial revolution,
mass production became the norm, and new vistas were opened for the development of science and technology. Unlike now,
when orthodoxy imposed on Africa by the developed world demands that the role of the state should be confined to the
maintenance of law and order, in the development of capitalism state presence was felt everywhere. The state directed and
funded researches, opened up roads and railways, and developed communications systems. In its higher forms it did turn
other peoples territories into its markets and later physically controlled them. But before the advent of colonialism, Africa
was at par with Europe, and in certain areas even surpassed it.

The world-renown Guyanese historian, Dr.Walter Rodney, in his seminal work, How Europe Underdeveloped Africa, remarked
that Africa went into colonialism with a hoe and came out of it still with a hoe. It seems that more than five hundred years
of'very active involvement with Europe did not transform Africa into a powerhouse of innovations nor did it see major tech-
nological and scientific discoveries of its own. For all these years, Africa remained a passive observer of other peoples achieve-
ments and beneficiary of their efforts.

At independence, there were great hopes. Ghana dreamed of electrification of the whole country and built a university of
science and technology with an aim of producing enough cadres that would propel the country into an advanced economy.
There were plans of trans-Africa road and rail networks. It was envisaged that five countries, namely the Sudan, the then
Congo-Kinshasa (now DRC), Angola, Zimbabwe and Nigeria would be able to feed the whole of Africa. That Algerias gas re-
sources and the water resources of the Great Lakes Region, the Aswan Dam and Cabora Basin would all be harnessed to pro-
duce electricity for the continent. To cap it all, Kwame Nkrumah dreamed of a one continental government ruling the whole
area from Cape to Cairo and from Accra to Zanzibar.

But such dreams were not realized. Instead we had witnessed starvation, wars, massacres, refugees and brain drain. A con-
tinent which can feed itself depends on food aid. A continent which in the past produced such wonders as the pyramids in
Egypt, the stone sculptures of Zimbabwe and ancient library of Timbuktu has now the largest number of illiterates in the
world, with the lowest percentage of its population having access to health facilities, water and other necessities of life.

Countries of Asia like Vietnam, Malaysia, Singapore and the two Koreas, have been able within one generation to make fan-
tastic strides in education, agriculture and the development of knowledge-based economy in general. Vietham, having been
in wars from 1945 to 1975, has been able in the last thirty years to be the second largest rice producer in the world, and now
produces more coffee than Tanzania and more cashew nuts than Mozambique.

With a population twice that of Tanzania, Vietham has twenty times more students in the universities than Tanzania. Even
though these Asian countries have different development philosophies, what is common amongst them all is that they de-
pended on themselves, mobilized their own resources, including human, and invested heavily in education, particularly in
the areas of ICT.
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If Africa wants not only to develop, but even to survive in this and the coming centuries, then it has to discard the notions
and practices of the past. It must realize that in this small village called the world it is on its own. Cuba, within one month
afterits revolution 50 years ago, was able to completely abolishilliteracy atits midst; and despite a criminal US blockade, Cuba
has one-third of its population in schools, and has the highest number of medical doctors per population amongst the third
world countries. In fact Cuba today exports doctors. It has more than 300 doctors in South Africa alone.

The economic reforms of the 1970's and 1980’ in Africa were expected to usher in major changes. In places where economic
reforms were coupled up with democratic reforms, the latter ones were quickly internalized and the broad sections of the
population were prepared to embark on street demonstrations to demand for their implementation. But even in this area,
progress is fragile and whatever little that has been achieved can be reversed.

More than a decade ago, a number of African countries embarked on deregulating and privatizing the telecommunication
sector, and many more had put in place national IT policies to advance the Information Society. Through NEP AD Action Plan
and other plans, ICT projects and initiatives were initiated. Under the African Information Society Initiative, activities were
launched to deploy, harness and exploit ICTs for socio-economic development. But all this was like a drop in an ocean.

Coherent national, regional and continental frameworks have to be in place before Africa is able to be an active player in
the ICT world. The point is not just to acquire the information and communication technology, the point is to internalize it
and produce something that would work in one's conditions. On this there is no jumping the stages and no short-cuts. The
Chinese bought the Soviet car Chaika, dismantled it and studied it very carefully before they produced their car the Red Flag.
Can an African country, with more than half of its population illiterate and its economy peasant-based, think of sending a
person into outer space?

Education is very important if one wants to create a knowledge-based society. But this must be education based on the
knowledge passed from generation to generation within the relevant society that also brings on board the accumulated
experiences of mankind over the centuries and relevant to a given society. You cannot teach a student how to fish in a land-
locked country nor can you encourage a farmer in a remote area in Kigoma, Tanzania, to buy a harvester when diesel is dif-
ficult to get and a repair shop is 500 kms away.

The fashion in the past was to import grandiose industries that would require high-level expertise to run them. Such exper-
tise was notavailable locally. Sometimes, such industries depended on imported raw materials, or if raw materials were avail-
able locally, they were located at long distances from where the industries were. Examples can be seen all over the continent
on such kinds of enterprises. Capacity building at all levels is very much vital if Africa wants to develop.

At the founding of the Organization of African Unity in 1963 in Addis Ababa there as a heated debate between Kwame Nkru-
mah and Julius Nyerere on which is the best way to achieving African Unity. Osagyefyo was insisting that the only way was
for each independent African state to fully surrender its sovereignty and agree to a formation of a continental government
with one African Military High Command. Mwalimu, on the other hand, was advising that let there first be regional group-
ings that would be the blocks that would build the African Unity. Both of them left this world without any of the two sug-
gestions being realized. But today the African Union is engaged in very serious discussions as to how to bring about a quick
unity in the continent. At the same time regional organizations are redefining their mandates, and some like the East Africa
Community, are not only expanding their membership but trying also to find ways of fast-tracking to a federation.

What is important is that African states from early on at independence realized the need for cooperation both at the re-
gional and continental levels. But this cooperation was confined in the areas of economics and politics. The first East African
Unity that operated from 1967 to 1978 was the only organization that went beyond those two areas. Within the first EAC, the
three East African counties, namely Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania, cooperated in the areas of railway;, air transport, telecom-
munications, weather forecasting, training of pilots, customs and harbour services, income taxation, etc. But it was in the
area of higher education training that I found very significant and of relevance to our discussion here.

Three university colleges existed in East Africa, one in each country specializing in certain disciplines, and the students from
each of the country could go to any of the colleges depending on his/her academic interest. Not only did each country get the
cadres it required, but all were molded in the same way but the feeling of East Africaness was inculcated in them. It is im-
perative therefore that in the East African Community that is evolving, like with other regional arrangements such ECOWAS,
COMESA, SADC, the Maghreb Union, etc, education, research and training in institutions of higher learning, and in specifically
in the areas of ICT, are conducted and implemented as regional programs.

Development is not just about things but also about people. People’s awareness in the area of ICT is very important. But here
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perhaps is where the principle of each according to his needs might be relevant. As the Chinese proverb goes, the journey of
thousand miles begins with a single step. Some in this walk might be already at 500 kms while others might still be at 20 kims.
Awareness programs must be tailored according to the circumstances of each society.

In our societies, decisions on investments in ICT, on the development of telecommunications systems or training of cadres
are not taken based merely on business or technocratic criterion, they are also political decisions. Thus, politics is of a great
importance. In this respect, in order for Africa to catch up with the rest of the world, the political class must be involved
though not necessarily lead.
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Speech by

Dr. Konstantin Vinogradov

Research and Education Programs Director
Russian Society for Solidarity
and Cooperation with Afro-Asian Peoples

A SUBJECT OF EXCHANGE: WHAT WE NEED AND WHAT WE CAN SUGGEST

In the contemporary world, certainly with some limitations, there are no major problems to quickly send and receive infor-
mation. Though the core ICT technologies are still being concentrated in the Western countries, many Asian countries have
made tremendous progress and can be proud of being the vanguard. We can say that educated people all over the world have
access to the Internet and posses mobile phones. The problem is that still many people in Asia, Africa, and Latin America can
hardly satisfy their basic needs in food, water, clothing, housing, and education; needless to say that they are denied access
to the Internet.

Still, T want to say a few words about the subject of informational exchange between people who have high or close to edu-
cation and have access to the ICT devices. Do educated people, using the Russian word, intelligentsia, have up-to-date under-
standing of their interests, not private or personal, but their interests as nations or maybe even groups of nations?

Interests and starting positions differ, and it is only natural. Interests should be understood and articulated. And the more
sophisticated our interests become the more sophisticated becomes the language of their description, the system of de-
scription as a whole. The West still enjoys monopoly on the language of description and system of description. We have to
admit that the young people of our countries - I mean active and educated young men and women - often get education in
the Western universities or at their home universities which are nevertheless modeled according to the Western standards.
These young men and women get really good education and become professionals in their fields. But do they obtain proper
understanding or vision of their own societies, of their nations and regions? Is their Western knowledge enough to penetrate
and articulate their vision?

I want to be understood properly.1 do not call for the rejection of the Western education. Such rejection is counterproductive
and can bring only harm. I suggest that the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America should go further. I think that on the
level of each major nation, we should start the hard work of rethinking the word heritage in philosophy, history, and social
sciences in a broader sense. Our governments, academia, NGOs should initiate and actively promote the programs of bring-
ing of such world heritage, even in abridged versions, to students and even schoolchildren. And such programs should be
done nationally. Our educated young people, despite of their profile, civil servants, bankers, engineers, teachers, workers, and
peasants, should have these ideas in their heads. And I stress that the Chinese, Indian, Arabic, African, and Russian ideas about
the society, proper governance, war, resistance, economy, social justice etc. should be introduced alongside with the ideas of
Ancient Greece and Rome, as well as Europe. If so, we will have a chance to obtain new languages of descriptions which would
be more suitable to our realities.

This path is difficult. It is not so costly in the sense of money but it takes time and needs much routine work. Yet, it is worth
doing. The contemporary world is faced with grave problems and it needs new ideas on how to manage environmental prob-
lems, how to maintain social and international justice, how to curb limitless individual and collective greed which is ready
to devour all resources of the world. And I am confident that new interesting ideas which will emerge from the abovemen-
tioned rethinking of the world heritage should be widely exchanged between our countries. And here the role of ICT would
be indeed tremendous. Furthermore, | am sure that some of these ideas will meet active support in the West where many
people of high reputation are calling for social justice, self-restriction, environment protection and other necessary things.
Why should we not begin with discussing such basic concepts as Modern, Post-Modern, and Counter-Modern? All three of
them have essential importance to all our countries.
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Speech by
Mr. Abdul Waheed Khan

Assistant Director-General for Communication
and Information at the United Nations Educational
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)

ICT for Capacity Building Basic Parameters

“The Fundamental Cure for Poverty is Not Money but Knowledge'.

Sir W. Arthur Lewis, Nobel Prize Laureate

Millennium Development Goals

Goal 1:
Fradication

of extreme

Goal 8:

Developing a global poverty

partnership for & hunger Goal 2:

development Achieving

universal primary

Goal 7:

education

Ensuring

environmental

sustainability
Goal 3:

KnOWIedge Promoting

gender equality

Goal 6:
Combating HIV/AIDS,

malaria, etc...

Goal 4:
Reducing child

mortality

Goal 5:

Improving

maternal health
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Transformations
Knowledge Societies (Society)
Industrial Society
Agricultural Society
Knowledge Divides

Access
to knowledge
Prosperity
Globalization

Inclusion

Knowledge Divide / Digital Divide

Limited access
to knowledge
« Poverty

Marginalization

Exclusion
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Knowledge Economy in Africa and Asia

High Income

East Asia

and the pacific

Middle East
and North Africa

Africa

South Asia

1.0 2.0 4.0

6.0

8.0 10.0

Knowledge Economy Index (KAI)
World Bank, Knowledge Assessment Methodology 2008
www.worldbank.org/kam

UNESCO's Model of Knowledge Societies

Knowledge Societies

Knowledge Knowledge

Creation Preservation

Knowledge

Dissemination

Knowledge

Utilization
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Challenges
Access
Cost
Equity
Quality
Relevance
Lack of opportunities for life-long learning

Future of Knowledge Acquisition and Sharing -‘Kronberg Declaration’
Knowledge acquisition and sharing will be increasingly technology mediated
Traditional educational processes will be revolutionized and new knowledge communities will be formed
Need for long-term strategies to efficiently harness ICT to develop new approaches
Multi-stakeholder partnership to provide sustained, long-term concrete solutions
Need for open access content, open standards, open data structures, and standardized info-structures
Creative business models to support the sustained creation and dissemination of high quality digital content

Need for long-term availability of digital content and interoperability of e-learning systems at the global level

ICT in Learning (I)
Improves educational quality
Improves educational management
Enables life-long learning opportunities

Enhances diverse and collective learning processes

ICT in Learning (1)
Enables non-formal and informal learning environments
Increases access to basic learning for everyone

Has capacity to reach the disadvantaged

ICT in Learning (I1I)
Information Infrastructure
Communications Infrastructure
Capacity Building and Skills Generation
Digital Content (Creation and Dissemination)
Educational Issues (Pedagogy, Instructional Design, ...)

Legal and Business Models (IPR, CR, Incentives,...)

Condltlons for success and Sustainability
Awareness
Enabling Environment
Infrastructure
Competent Educators
Multi-stakeholder Partnerships
New Business Models

New Forms of Knowledge Sharing

Change

‘It is not the strongest species that survive, nor the most intelligent, but the ones most responsive to change.”

Charles Darwin
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Ministry of Communications and Information Technology - Egypt

Mr. Salah Abu-Osbeh / (Success Stories from Arab Countries)
Executive Director - Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Academies (TAG-Academies)

Dr. Won-Gyu Hwang / (Success Stories from Asia)
Professor, KNU, Korea & Office of the President, Rwanda

Rapporteur: Mr. Bassem Al-Yusuf
Executive Director, Group Corporate Secretariat, Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization
(TAG-Org)
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Speech by
Mr. Hesham El Deeb

Supervisor for IT Infrastructure Division
Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology - Egypt

Highlights of Egypt's Agenda for Reform
Building Knowledge-based Society
Stimulating the Economy and Raising the Living Standards
Improving and Expanding Services Offered to Citizens
Improving Competitiveness

Our Vision
Partnership between the government, the private sector and the civil society as a base for economic and social development

ICT Strategy 2010

1. ICT Sector Reform

2. ICT for Socio-economic Development

3. Development of the Export-Oriented IT Enabled Services Industry

1. ICT Sector Reform

+  Strategic direction to reform the sector and engage Egypt in the global Knowledge-based society
Successive strategies based on the domestic and international market's realities and developments
-National CIT Plan 2000
- Information Society Initiative 2003
-ICT Strategy Plan 2007-2010
Implementation through various modalities of public and private partnerships

ICT Indicators
Mobile users
- Mobile penetration :5338%
- One of the highest growth rates in the world
- The number of subscribers almost quadrupled in 4 years reaching 40.166 million subscribers
- Over 1 million subscribers are being added monthly
Fixed users reached 11.7 million subscribers
Internet penetration :15.5%
Annual FDI of US$ 1 Billion

Reform PayOff

* The sector has been transformed from a sector competing for subsidies and grants to a revenue creating sector for
public proceeds
The reform resulted in growing revenues of the government proceeds to 46 billion EGP (84 billion USD) in the last two
years
-IPO of Telecom Egypt
- Third mobile license
-3G licenses
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2. ICT for Socio-economic Development

ICT
for
Government

ICT
For Development

Education
and Life-Long
Learning

Public Private Partnerships;
A Key Strategy for ICT Development

ICT for All
Enabling access to ICT for all Egyptian citizens
- Increasing PC penetration using Egypt PC 2010-Nation Online initiative
- Extending the reach of Internet connectivity and broadband to communities; more than 1800 IT-Clubs all over Egypt
with mobile units for remote areas
- Broadband initiative and 3G connectivity for remote areas in cooperation with ISPs and Mobile operators

ICT for Education and Life-Long Learning
Assisting the GOE to achieve its vision of quality education as a driver for socio-economic development
Integrating ICT within formal education at all levels in Egypt and fostering better management of education systems
Producing world-class and technically sound ICT graduates

Egypts Education Initiative 2006-2009

Important Dates:
Sharm El Sheikh, May 2006, H.E. First Lady of Egypt Launched the Egyptian Education Initiative
Cairo, November 2006, st Executive Board meeting, 1st EEl update meeting
Cairo, November 2007 2nd Executive Board meeting, 2nd EEI update meeting
Sharm EI Sheikh, May 2008, EEI 2nd Anniversary

Partners ..
World Economic Forum
GoE: MoE, MoHE, MCIT
Cisco Systems, Intel, MicroSoft, Oracle, Siemens, IBM, hP, USAID, UNDP, Cooperazione Italiana
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EEI Scale (2006 - 2009)

Preparatory Education Teachers Parents Students
Schools Leaders
2000 6000 6500 16000 82000
Universities Administrators Professors Students
17 4500 12000 1000
IT-Clubs Instructors SMEs E-Learning
Professionals
1779 2000 5000 300
Human Resources Development
2008
IT Professionals |:> 50.000
Pc and Internet usage |:> 150.000
Int’l Computer Driving License ICDL :> 200.000
Teachers Training :> 200.000
Target in 2010
Medical Staff Training |:> 50.000
SMEs Training :> 20.000
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ICT for Health
Partnership with the Ministry of Health to improve level of health care services in Egypt
Improve information dissemination and knowledge acquisition for the development and improvement of public
health
Assist in reducing the cost and increasing efficiency of public health services in Egypt

E-Health Projects
*  Telemedicine
Primary Health Care Units Network (400 units)
Hospitals Information Network (770 hospitals) Emergency Command and Control System
Health Insurance Information System
Medical Staff Capacity Building

Telemedicine:

National Project for Women Health Care

*  Implement a number of telemedicine mobile units
Establish a central super specialty center
Build the capacities for the medical staff operating in the mobile units and the super specialty center
Four mobile units for early breast cancer detection.

ICT for Content

* Developing a world-class, high-value digital contentindustry and the required Arabic applications as a base for economic
and social development
Increasing the level and accessibility of Arabic online digital content
Setting the environment for the production of sustained flow of Arabic digital content online

Innovation

Establishment of Smart Village

Establishment of Technology Development Fund (VC - model) at the Smart Village (USD 50 million)

Establishment of Incubator programs to foster innovation and competitiveness

Nile University: offers graduate degrees in ICT Management of Technology, and has joint R&D projects with leading insti-
tutions worldwide

Virtual Centers of Excellence

3. Development of the Export-Oriented IT Enabled Services Industry

Promote ICT Investment & FDI to sustain annual growth rate of two digits, based on multilingualism, geographical loca-
tion and availability of trained cadres

Develop a conducive environment to attract FDI and Business Process Outsourcing and Knowledge Process Outsourcing
Exports of ICT enabled services to increase from 450 Million USD in 2007 to 11 Billion USD in 2010 and adding another 30K
jobs

Develop strategic partnerships with multinationals to increase investments, exports, employment and support technol-
ogy transfer
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FDI by MNCs in Egypt
Company Activities
IBM Software Development Centre of 400+ skilled IT Developers
Mentor Graphics Design Centre of 170+ engineers
Intel Regional Platform Definition Centre Regional Software Enablement Lab
Microsoft Developer Support Centre for Regional Developers Cairo Innovation Centre
CISCO Core competency e-learning institute
Oracle Global Support Centre with 600+ Engineers
Orange Global Support Centre with 1500 Engineers
Alcatel Lucent International Support Centre with 300+ Engineers
Satyam IT Services with 500 + Engineers
WIPRO IT Services with 300+ Engineers
VIAS Automotive E. SW Development for Valeo
EPICOR BPO and Managed Services
SQS Quality Management and Testing Services
EDS IT Solutions and Services (450+)
Tele Performance Global Support Centre with 2000+ employees

Smart Sourcing through Egyptian and International Companies

Company Nationality Sept. 2003 August 2008 2011

Xceed Egypt 250 2500 5000
RAYA Egypt 450 1800 5000
ECCO Egypt 100 800 2000
C3 Egypt 100 450 1500
Allied Soft Egypt 40 1800 5000
Oracle Global Center USA 460 1000
Orange Business (Equant) Centre France 60 1500 2000
IBM - TDC USA 320 500 3000
Satyam India -- 100 400

EDS USA 300 450 3000
IT Soft Egypt 150 600 2000
Vodafone Call Center Egypt 200 370 1500
Total No. of Employees 2000 12K 32K
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ICT for Government

Provide the necessary technical support to the Government of Egypt on issues pertaining to ICT and find cost-effective
solutions to support GOE national projects

Liaise on behalf of the GOE to avail common applications and systems software

-Reduce levels of ICT piracy in Egypt

- Establish partnerships with multinationals within the ICT sector

- Increase legal protection for application and system software in Egypt
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Speech by
Mr. Salah Abu-Osbeh

Executive Director
Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Academies

Success Stories
Tackling the Arab Countries Experience

Ladies and Gentlemen

1. For many people, the term Knowledge-based Society is not very clear, | personally wasn't sure what it exactly meant when
[ first came across it, but broadly speaking, the term Knowledge-based Society refers to any society where knowledge is the
primary production resource rather than capital and labor. Moreover, a Knowledge-based society ‘creates shares and uses
knowledge for the prosperity and well-being of its people”.

Knowledge forms a major component of any human activity. Economic, social, cultural, and all other human activities be-
come dependent on a huge volume of knowledge and information. A knowledge-based society is one in which knowledge
becomes a major creative force.

Knowledge-based societies are not a new occurrence, What is new is:

With current technologies, knowledge-based societies need not be constrained by geographic proximity

Modern technology offers much more possibilities for information archiving that eases retrieving for sharing knowledge
purposes.

Knowledge has become the mostimportant capital in the present age, and hence the success of any society lies in harnessing
it.

2. Before we talk about success stories, | would like to share with you some questions:

Was reaching success an easy task? were there any Obstacles? What were they? How did we overcome those obstacles, if we
did?

How and why did we succeed? What did it take to reach success?

3. Taking a Top bottom approach, we find that initiatives that succeeded were supported by top level government support,

Oman, Egypt, Jordan, Kuwait and UAE are examples of countries where governments supported initiatives led to success in
their efforts towards building an information-based society, Information Technology and Internet literacy projects on the
national level were successful and managed to noticeably raise the IT literacy ratio.

Bridging the digital divide has become a pressing concern of many of the Arab countries in the region. The journey towards
knowledge-based economies requires prudent and ambitious measures to be taken on the different levels of enabling envi-
ronments, technical infrastructure and capacity building of citizens who remain at the center of this transformation, as no
e-society can evolve with out an e-citizen.

The Sultanate of Oman, Jordan, Egypt, UAE, among other Arab countries have developed their own national e-strategy whose
multiple modules include a nation-wide IT training and awareness initiatives, Projects in this direction are being successfully
implemented and still ongoing.

4. Another success factor is infrastructure, countries which have taken the necessary steps towards building the needed
infrastructure in-terms of technology and logistical needs made the best progress.

5. Language constitutes a major success factor, the availability of Arabic language capacity building program plays a major
role in attracting more people to join, I was involved through my organization, the Talal Abu-Ghazaleh organization, in de-
veloping an Arabized and localized version of the computer training and testing program originally developed by the Uni-
versity of Cambridge international examinations, we have been running this program for the past 10 years now, and it has
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been recognized by the Governments of Jordan, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, UAE, Oman, Kuwait, Bahrain with more than 30.000
beneficiaries.

6. Content availability for knowledge sharing is also an important source for building knowledge-based society; lack of profi-
ciency for foreign languages forms a barrier to gaining knowledge. Two of the organizers for this conference The Talal Abu-
Ghazaleh Organization and the Arab Knowledge Management Society, have jointly launched a project that aims at develop-
ing Arabic content on the Internet.

TAG-Pedia, is the first of its kind project in Arabic language targeting the Arab world and the Arabic language speakers as
an online Arabic encyclopedia. It will provide access to knowledge and cultural sources in all fields of science in an objective
manner with high quality. Such access shall be activated through a system based on a wide range of knowledge classification
system which ensures a hierarchal order of concepts enabling the user to define the type of the sought information and
where to find it.

7. Funding and financial resources form an obstacle in some countries. Even in countries which don't have funding problems,
It is important that a proper allocation of funds towards capacity building, and knowledge-based society components is
made. The utilization of allocated funds using a demand driven approach that aims at empowering while emphasizing on
sustainability, flexibility and upgradeability seems to be the most successful.

8. We at TAG-Org have led several success stories in steps towards building an information-based societies contributing to
knowledge-based societies, training of government employees, teachers, students and military personnel in several Arab
countries who took the initiative and supported the implementation. But it wasn't without its problems and skeptics, you
need to have belief, persistence and leadership.

9. Before I conclude, please allow me to mention a new initiative which we believe will lead to success and further advance
the goal of a knowledge based Arab society.

This is a very important initiative that has been taken by an Arab who has a vision of a knowledge-based society. Fully
equipped with necessary resources to support the Arab youth community in building their professional capacities, reshap-
ing their skills, and upgrading their qualifications through a state-of-the- art information technology tools and customized
knowledge facilities which will give them the same opportunity as their international peers.

This initiative provides access to Internet and computer applications, as a support to publicly available resources, and com-
bined with other closely related services not provided elsewhere. The society established in Oct 2008, and already has more
than 4500 member students; it facilitates meetings and discussion platforms for groups with similar interests, not only aca-
demic, but also social and community service.

The success factor of this initiative is the continuous support of affiliates to each service provided. There is a combination of
knowledge, business and entertainment under one roof. The services provided through this initiative are tightly connected
and supported by various companies in order to maintain the social characteristic of the project.

Plans to establish such knowledge initiatives in other places in the Arab region will have the same full support. Thus, the
continuity and stability of services are guaranteed for the society members to rely on. However, each society will be modified
to meet the local community needs without infringing the main structure of the model; For example, the training courses
provided through the society are subject to modification and adaptation according to local community needs.

Finally, the initiative is personally fully funded by Mr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, and support is provided by TAG-Org companies,
because of his belief in corporate social responsibility and deep intention to increase the benefit from available professional

development resources and content, maximizing the use of on-line language and ICT skills.

Thankyou ...
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Speech by

Dr. Won-Gyu HWANG

Professor, KNU, Korea &
Office of the President, Rwanda

Koreas Experiences in
Building a Knowledge Economy:
Trends, Institutional Regimes and Strategies

In his presentation, Dr. Hwang tackled the following points:
1. Korea's Transition to Knowledge Economy: An Overview
2. Korea as a Knowledge-based Economy

3. Institutional Regimes of Knowledge-based Economy

4. Strategies to Deepen Knowledge-based Economy

In brief, the presentation sheds light on the following points:

What has been achieved during the last 40 years & transforming from agricultural society & building economic potentials
South Korea has become one of the biggest markets in manufacturing cars

In the last 15 years, South Korea has become a pioneer in shipbuilding industry

There is no petroleum in South Korea; however it is in the fifth rank in manufacturing petrochemicals

Developing elements related to information technology and education

One third of the economic development results from productivity

o s W

Strategies to Deepen Knowledge-based Economy

Policy Lessons (1)
Knowledge-based development strategies
- Leads to increased productivity
- Sustained economic growth
Gradual investment in the KE pillars
- Complementarities and coordination between pillars
- Pace and level of investiment synchronized with stage of economic development

Policy Lessons (2)
Market-based Approach
- Necessary for competitive forces that induce efficiency
- Successful government policies complemented and facilitated the functioning of the market
Export-led industrialization
- Korean industries invested in R&D to improve productivity to compete in the global market

Policy Lessons (3)
Pivotal Role of Government
- Strong government leadership - Role evolved over time together with needs of economy
Top-down and Bottom-up approach
- Necessary to build national consensus

Policy Lessons (4)
Problems & Thing to Avoid:
Pathology of Government-led R&D Investment
- Imprudent appraisal & lack of M&E -Moral hazard
Stumbling block to entrepreneurship & scholarship
Diploma Disease, not Innovation
- Formality in diploma & loss of pragmatism - Declining popularity in S&E sectors
Lack of knowledge of its benefits

80



Participations




PARTICIPATIONS

Participation during the Sessions

Speaker among the audience: India and China are
examples to follow in this regard

In the field of knowledge-based society, super powers
like India and China have emerged as successful and de-
veloped examples and have been followed on the Arab,
regional and international level. Thanks!

Amin Muhammad, Software Officer: Are govern-
ments capable?

I have a question regarding the possibility of using the
knowledge gained through computers and the Inter-
net. Many individuals use computers and the Internet,
but, unfortunately not for the sake of knowledge. For
example, they access news sites; however, the value of
knowledge itself'is not clear in their minds. Add to this
that the number of users and beneficiaries in the Arab
community is generally limited. There's another ques-
tion which Id like to raise. Are governments capable of
utilizing the currently existing technology? Thank you!

Another speaker: The problem of education

Arabs suffer from widespread illiteracy, and if were
talking about education, then we are talking about a
major problem in the Arab world. Egypt suffers from
this problem. I have worked in the Curriculum Devel-
opment Centre in Egypt and participated in present-
ing educational programs on the Egyptian Satellite
Channel (ESC). We aren't capable at the present time of
conducting consultations on reforming the Arab edu-
cation. Each Arab country is preoccupied with its own
issues. There is no coherence in education. In addition,
education programs suffer from rigid routine. How can
we get over the problem of education in the light of the
poverty experienced by some of the Arab countries?
Thankyou!

Another Speaker - Towards the Knowledge-based
Societies

My first question is addressed to Mr. Said Yassin. Except
for the big countries, there are many countries which
have not achieved the industrial infrastructure and
have not developed from being an industrial society
to be an information-based society and consequently
a knowledge-based society. Most of our Arab countries
fall short of being industrial societies. We are agrarian
societies but not industrial ones. How can we face this
challenge to become knowledge-based societies?

The second question is addressed to Mr. Talal Abu-
Ghazaleh. He said that we shouldnt be dependent on
governments. In my opinion, information and knowl-
edge-based societies mainly depend on the circulation
of knowledge and information. The circulation issue
is by all means related to imperialism, economic free-
dom and dictatorship.Therefore, governmental sectors
must change. Thank you!

Another speaker - Training begins in childhood

I want to say that information technology is very inter-
esting, but at the same time, we can't dispense with the
human mind. For instance, the abrupt problem which
has recently occurred in the Internet service has sus-
pended information circulation for a period of time.I'm
not against information, but I don't want to abolish the
minds of young children and make them totally depend-
ent on the Internet.In order for us to rely on knowledge
through information, we have to train human minds
from childhood to work side by side with IT. Thanks!

Mr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh -Technology in all sectors

In my opinion, TT" and the "Knowledge-based society”’
are the use of information and communications tech-
nologies for the purposes of commercial, scientific and
social exchange.1 am not talking about the knowledge-
based society” in the sense that it represents dissemi-
nation of knowledge and information. I mean that
technology should encompass all sectors and not be
confined to one sector only. We should, through consid-
ering previous experiences, benefit from the great rep-
ertoire represented in the history of Asia and Africa. As
regards the question of obstacles, I say it again thatgov-
ernments are sovereign and responsible for developing
regulations, decisions and policies, and we respect that
role. I want to say that we have to learn from the expe-
riences of other countries. You are going to hear many
success stories here about what we call “Talal Abu-Ghaz-
aleh Knowledge Society’ through which we provide stu-
dents with the opportunity to come to this place and
learn how to use the Internet and exchange knowl-
edge. In Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization (TAG-Org), we
managed to develop a new innovation which we call
the ‘New Intellectual Property’. There are many other
things which you are going to hear about in a later ses-
sion of this conference. There are great success stories
in this field. T don't want us to feel that its our fate to
remain poor and backward in using I'T. Thank you!
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Participation by Mr. Abdul Hamid Mamdouh

-The relationship between information & knowledge
There has been great emphasis in the first presenta-
tion on information technology: what does informa-
tion technology need to real become knowledge? The
second presentation, which mybrother and friend Talal
Abu-Ghazaleh delivered this morning, was very nice as
itmade a pointactually.Iliked it very much as it explains
the relation between information and knowledge. Let
us now focus on this step; turning information into
knowledge. 1 think this is perhaps a problem that we
have not addressed carefully because transformation
of information into knowledge requires human capa-
bilities like thinking and innovation, and these qualities
are not automatically going to result from information
technology solutions. They are going to result from
education. What do you think should be done in order
to reinforce education policies in African and Asian
countries? I think this is not an easy issue. I also think
it should come as the first, second and third priority in
any strategy for economic and social development.

Dr. Diery Seak - Organization of the initiative

The answer lies in the organization of this initiative. |
think that Europe and the United States relatively pro-
vide standards of what we should be taught especially
in schools these days. In connection of what we heard
today from our two presenters the question might be:
should we provide people with computers, software
and Internet access just to stare at them or should we
actually develop a unified system for knowledge and
thus enable those who enjoy the know-how and skills
to use them.

Dr. Mona Zaki: Knowledge is far wider than infor-
mation

Education is extremely vital. Information is not knowl-
edge. Knowledge is a much wider concept. We can begin
with children and encourage them to apply strategic
thinking through analytical research, analytical expla-
nation and analysis of opportunities.

Haroub Othman - Impact on the economy of Afri-
can societies

I don't think that we are facing here one problem only.
There are several problems. Among these, of course, is
the politicalissue which we have experienced for the last
40 years with all the wars we went through. In terms of
politics, we have caused many negative changes to take
place. Bad governance and poor media practices had its
impact on our societies. Even in countries like mine, we

had our share of problems that cost us a lot. We had to
support the struggle for freedom which has also cost
mankind a lot. All these things also had impact on the
economy of our societies. Those involved in intellectual
activities have also suffered from the said problems.
Countries like Botswana and Mauritius, which have not
developed nor amended their constitutions since they
gained their independence, still also have problems. So
what I am saying is that there are many problems.

I have an office in Namibia and another one in Zambia.
The former is not provided with electricity while the
latter is trying to get Internet access. These are facts.
One day the UN office sent me ten PCs saying that they
are for institutes. Thus, 1 took four PCs and gave them
to the Deputy Attorney General. ‘But we have no elec-
tricity!” she said. I sent another PC to the Chairman of
Human Rights Commission in Monrovia.'Mr. Chairman,
[ am giving you this for office use." I said. Few days later,
I went to see him but noticed that the PC wasn't there.
‘Where is the PC?"1asked him."At home. There is no desk
here!" I mean this is the kind of problems that we face
here.

Thank you.

Abdelwahad Khan - Technology in 2015?

If we go to a developing country like Nepal or Bangla-
desh, we will find that part of the society represents
the knowledge-based society while the majority works
in the agriculture sector rather than the industry sec-
tor. If we talk about ICT, it took 13 years for the first 50
million television sets to enter homes. However, it took
only 4 years for the first 50 million Internet connections
to be in place. In fact, I have a chart which, unfortu-
nately, I am unable to show. This chart illustrates how
technology developed from 1900, 2002, to 2009 and how
it will become in 2015. Frankly speaking, we, even the fin-
est minds, cannot imagine, how technology will be in
2015. And as technology advanced, those countries are
faster, they have trading capacity and they managed to
lower costs. Of course, all these aspects are positive. For
example, who could have everimagined in the past that
there will be in a country like India 300 million mobile
telephones today?! In 2020 or 2025 all societies will be
knowledge-based societies. Thank you.

Dr. Gillian Marcelle - ‘T appreciate the presence of
UNESCO here with us.”

I want to thank the guests particularly Prof. Haroub
Othman, Mr. Khan and also our colleague from the Rus-
sian Federation because I think the three presentations
actually went very well today. I appreciate the fact that
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UNESCO is among the supporters of civil society. Many
of you know that we used to speak about technology
transfer. I think it is very important that we move now
to speak about knowledge acquisition. I dont know
whether you want some comments on the connection
between these two variables which involve, to a certain
extent, a very common theme. Thank you.

Mr.Abdelwahad Khan - Dissemination of informa-
tion within Societies

In 1986, it happened that I was part of a research group;
7 professors from 7 universities in Asia put together by
their individual organizations to study the phenomena
of information-based society at that time. We were di-
vided into different groups and Korea was one of the
countries where the study will be conducted in. In 1987
[ went to Korea. At that time there was a Ministry for
Culture and Information. Last year, I visited some insti-
tutions in Korea such as KEIRS (Korea Education and In-
formation Research Service) and KODO (Korea Agency
for Digital Opportunity).

What I really want to say is that Koreas economy and
achievements were not materialized by accident. You
must have heard about the most important achieve-
ments that were made in Korea. There will be 5000 li-
braries in Korea by the end of this year. Also, KEIRS has
excellent methods in teaching and applying innova-
tions related to ICT in the field of education. The ques-
tion that arises here is: What are the lessons learned
in this regard? It is important to change the way both
politicians and businessmen think. It is also important
to change the way society thinks. This will not be mate-
rialized unless the concept of information culture is in-
troduced. I think that the most important lesson to be
learned from Korea is that information culture must
be widely introduced to society in order to achieve the
required goals. Thank You

Another speaker - What are the reasons behind
the Korean development?

Id like to thank Mr. Won for this interesting presen-
tation in which he drew a very interesting economic
comparison between South Korea and Ghana for the
50s period during fifty years. Today after almost sixty
years I can see what both countries achieved. So the
question I am asking you is: What's the reason behind
Korea's tremendous development in 50 years while
Ghana couldnt make a similar progress? 1 think that
the reason may be attributed to the fact that Koreans
receive education in their mother tongue whereas
people in Ghana learn through a foreign language.

Therefore, Ghanaians spend many years learning that
foreign language in order to startlearning various dis-
ciplines. Isn't that the reason?

Speaker from the Republic of Chad - Difficulties
facing African countries

What I'm concerned with in this conference in relation
to Africa is the question of ‘unity’, including Africans
and Arabs. In fact, there are many difficulties facing the
movement of development in Africa. Such difficulties
include:1) Transportation from one country to another.
Land and marine transportation are not available on a
daily basis especially in countries which have no bodies
of water or seaports. 2) Lack of common currency
in African banks. We are still dealing with foreign hard
currencies. How can we transfer capital from one coun-
try to another?

The geographical factors, the lack of means of transpor-
tation and communications, the absence of an African
common currency are some of the difficulties which
hinder development projects inside the continent. We
hope that the broadminded businessmen appeal to
their governments to participate in the development
of Africa. Thank you!

Mr. Salah Abu-Osbeh - Reform of educational sys-
tems

Avoiding political complications I will go straight to the
point. The educational system has been working inde-
pendently for the past years in our part of the world.
Now there is, especially in the Gulf and Saudi Arabia, a
continuous coordination between the educational sys-
tems and government needs. Educational reform has
received attention. The Gulf countries and Saudi Arabia,
in particular, allocate huge funds from their budgets to
the said reform project. We are talking about hundreds
of billions of dollars in Saudi Arabia for this purpose.
It is true that reform and development of educational
systems have lagged behind for hundreds of years; how-
ever, today education receives more attention.

Mr. Abdul Hamid Mamdouh: What are govern-
ments priorities with regard to education?

Wonderful presentations. I think that we should not
rely entirely on governments. There are many benefits
that we want governments to gain, but there are also
many roles that governments must play because, alone,
markets will not provide the strategic thinking which
goes beyond personal interest. We can use markets as
incentive framework. Now, my question ... I have two
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questions actually: How did the government of Korea
struggle to develop its education policy in a way that
allowed catering for the needs of the market place? My
other questionis:How can the Arab world and the devel-
oping countries, falling under the Afro-Asian umbrella,
get out of this vicious circle because education policies
are developed, in many countries, based on a particular
pattern.Iagree with Dr.Mona that freedom is essential,
but sometimes freedom does not necessarily mean de-
mocracy which is a separate process. I actually wonder
why governments in our part of the world do not con-
sider education as a top priority. What is interesting is
that education constitutes the first priority for fami-
lies. Families are ready to sell their property to educate
their children but governments aren't. Thank you.

Won-Gyu Hwang: The imbalance between labor
market and education

Governments give great importance to resource allo-
cation. In my country the government has supported
industry. However, it is true that the role of the govern-
ment diminished by time. Education, of course, is the
most important, but not the only, factor responsible
for growth in South Korea. In my opinion, knowledge
is the most important thing. Knowledge is one of the
key factors contributing to the development of Korea.
Back to what Mr. Mamdouh said, I think that the educa-
tion sector and universities are very conservative. The
case is the same in several countries around the globe.
Therefore, we have to change educational policies.

There is a great deal of imbalance between the labor
market and education in Korea. Thus, many complaints
were raised. Korea has tried to strike a balance between
the labor market and education but it seemed that this
taskis not easy.

We spend on the education sector much more mon-
ey than we do on other sectors. We have spent big
amounts of money on improving education but still we

said nothing about knowledge dissemination. It is easy
to build information superhighway in my country. We
have tried to build a network between institutions, gov-
ernment agencies and universities to establish a huge
data base for information exchange and we managed
to build it. Then, all libraries were connected with the
said data base. So, finding various materials, articles,
and many other things through Internet became a very
easy task. We must regain self-confidence, and strength-
en our sense of personal identity and social cohesion.

Discussion of Mr. Konstantin Vinogradov

Even if we look at these most successful stories, we may
refer to the mostinspiring stories in Japan, South Korea
and China.

All of the countries in the a-s belonged to the same
civilization to actively access and exchange information
on the same level. When they encountered with the
Western powers, each responded differently in attempt
to bridge the gap between them and the western
countries.

All countries tried and are still trying to catch up at all
levels not only in ICT and knowledge-based economy
but also all three countries give us the best example of
industrialization.

So the three countries precisely understand and
realize that knowledge and technology are expensive,
since knowledge is not obtained easily. Knowledge is
something that those who possess knowledge are not
always ready to share and that is why this pattern of
catching up is very difficult.

Similarly, individuals and countries alike have different
capacities and achievements that is why I am going to
stress on this particular issue. Our efforts on the level
of individuals, groups, peoples and nations are very
necessary to make our life better and our countries
more developed as possible.
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Closing Session

- Conference Recommendations / H.E. Ambassador Hussein El Kamel

- Cairo Declaration / H.E. Ambassador Said Kamal

Steering Committee Chair / H.E. Ambassador Said Kamal, Permanent Secretariat of
AAPSO

Conference Rapporteur / Mr. Nouri Abdul Razzak, Permanent Secretariat of AAPSO
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“The Afro-Asian Knowledge-based Society Initiative’
Founders' Conference

January 11-12, 2009

Recommendations and Decisions

Overtwo days, the 11th and 12th of January 2009, Cairo has embraced the Afro-Asian Knowledge-based Society’ Founders Con-
ference held under the patronage of H.E. Dr. Ahmad Nazif, the Prime Minister of the Arab Republic of Egypt.

The Conference was organized by the Afro-Asian Peoples Solidarity Organization and the Arab knowledge Management So-
ciety with the support of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization.

H.E.Dr.Ahmad Nazif inaugurated the conference by an opening statement delivered on his behalf by Dr. Tarek El Kamel, Minis-
ter of Communication and Information Technology of the Arab Republic of Egypt. Dr.Boutros Boutros Ghali, President of the
National Council for Human Rights and former Secretary-General of the United Nations, Mr.Ahmed Hamrouch, President of
the Afro-Asian Peoples' Solidarity Organization, Mr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, Chairman of from Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization
and President of the Arab Knowledge and Management Society, a number of Arab and foreign ministers and ambassadors,
a representative of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), a representative of the
World Trade Organization, senior officials, high-ranking public figures, businessmen, delegates representing the nations of
Africa and Asia, the committees of the Afro-Asian Peoples Solidarity Organization, experts from the Arab knowledge and
Management Society and experts from Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization’s offices in the various countries participated in the
Conference.

The objective of the conference is to confirm the right of the peoples of Africa and Asia to benefit from the ICT revolution,
with emphasis on the crises suffered by some countries of the two continents, in one way or another, including all risks that
further add to the determination to establish this right. The peoples of the two continents must be a substantial elementin
the global knowledge-based society and its developments. The Conference further aims at building an Afro-Asian network to
achieve and develop the knowledge economy and another network to exchange information and accommodate the latest
developments in the knowledge globe.

The Conference was held in the Conference Center in the Smart Village, the economic technological edifice which has become
a technological milestone on the land of the Arab Republic of Egypt, which always embraces and supports any action that
achieves the good and serves the interests of the peoples of Africa and Asia.

Minister Dr. Tarek Kamel highly commended this Conference which directly translates the resolutions concluded by the Af-
rican Summit in Sharm el-Sheikh last June, as inspired by the historic strategic opening speech by His Excellency President
Mohammed Hosni Mubarak at the Summit. President Mubarak emphasized the need to build cooperation networks in all
economic, development and infrastructure areas. For this, the Minister reiterated his appreciation to the organizers of the
Conference and the Steering Committee which was selected by a decision from the Chairman of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organi-
zation and the Chairman of the Afro-Asian Peoples Solidarity Organization.

Several statements were then delivered in the opening session, including the statements of Mr.Ahmed Hamrouch, chairman
of the Afro-Asian Peoples' Solidarity Organization, the UNESCO representative, a representative of the World Trade Organiza-
tion and the speech of Mr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, Chairman of the Arab Knowledge and Management Society, in which he fo-
cused on the efforts of the Arab Knowledge Management Society with the support of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization. Such
efforts are in compliance with one of the most important objectives of the UN. Global Compact in the area of corporate social
responsibility and private sector towards society.

In this context, thanks were extended to all the concerned ministries and agencies in the Arab Republic of Egypt for their
support and assistance.

Working Papers:

About twenty working papers were submitted to the Conference by specialist experts addressing important and critical
themes and elements. They focused on:

1. Building a knowledge-based society through partnership among governments, the private sector and the civil society.
2. Thelegal structure, qualification and human capacity building.

3. Intellectual Property Rights and the knowledge-based society.
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Cambridge International Diploma for training by the use of information and communication technology.

5. The role of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization as a model for the creation of a knowledge-based society in Africa and
Asia.

6. Knowledge-based economy through the development of an Afro-Asian Coordination Council and the creation of an Afro-
Asian network for the exchange of information and another network to provide e-solutions.

7. The establishment of a network linked with international groups to provide advisory services in the economy, educa-
tion, finance and trade sectors.

8. Successful stories in a number of Asian and African countries to promote the knowledge-based society and ICT sectors.

Resolution:
After discussing the working papers, lectures, and presentations, and the exchange of information, to achieve the targetted
mission and goals of the Initiative, the Conference resolved:
Electing Mr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh as the President of the Afro-Asian Knowledge-based Society Initiative.
Mandate Mr. Talal Abu Ghazaleh is to convey the results of the Conference to H.E. the UN Secretary-General and inform
all UN agencies and other international and regional organizations accordingly.

Recommendations:

First
To institutionalize this Conference and hold it on a periodical basis to sustain this effort and disseminate the common benefits.

Second:

To consider the participants in the Founders Conference as members of a preparatory founders committee; and to consider
the Steering Committee headed by H.E. Ambassador Said Kamal as the permanent mechanism to continue the efforts in order
to hold conferences, seminars and any activities adopted by the Conference, or stated in the Cairo Declaration document.

Third:

1. The creation of an affordable Afro-Asian network for the exchange of information where the communities in both con-
tinents share information and ideas to accommodate the latest technological developments.

2. The establishment of consulting firms linked with international groups.

The establishment of companies to provide solutions as an extension of the consulting firms.

The establishment of an Afro-Asian Business Council in implementation of the resolutions of the Afro-Asian Summit to

revive the spirit and principles of the Bandung Conference in Jakarta in April 2005.

5. Form a council of Elders from Asia and Africa to include leaders, academics, scholars and intellectuals who have contrib-
uted in the building and development of the two continents.

6. The Afro-Asian Knowledge-based Society Initiative must be represented in the Non-Aligned Summit Conference sched-
uled to be held next July in Sharm El-Shaikh in Egypt.

7. To take action towards obtaining membership for the Afro-Asian Knowledge -based Society Initiative in the UN Eco-
nomic and Social Council.

8. To take action to enlist the Afro-Asian Knowledge-based Society Initiative in the United Nations Department of Public
Information.

9. Tojoin the Initiative of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization and the UNESCO to prepare a report and an action plan to de-
velop the Arab Knowledge and Management Society in order to expand its scope to include Africa and Asia.

5w

Fourth:

To call upon the decision makers in African and Asian states to take the necessary actions to create the environment that
allows for the development of ‘information societies’ through regional cooperation specifically serving the communities and
states of the two continents. In this regard, the experience of the Arab Knowledge and Management Society can be utilized
to achieve this goal with focus on the following:

1. Facilitate access to the sources of technical information and benefit from them.

2. Provide decision makers with appropriate supported information.

3. Enable business institutions and the public to benefit from the use of information and knowledge.

4. Provide a flow of information for communication and exchanges with all parts of the world.

Fifth:

The participants recommended the development of an Afro-Asian initiative to achieve the knowledge-based economy, which
requires development and improvement in four key areas: Human resources, sources of information, institutional and ad-
ministrative systems, and technological resources.
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Sixth:

To use Talal Abu-Ghazaleh IP Satellite Channel as the means for media and knowledge in favor of and to serve the objectives

and mission of the Initiative.

Accordingly, the conference decided to:

1. Develop and implement a new education plan to teach the use of ICT in its full sense of meaning including the Internet
and multimedia communications.

2. Establish the infrastructure for the Afro-Asian ICT.

3. Develop the necessary legislations for the transfer of technology through licensing agreements and franchising as a
transition phase necessary for the development of advanced national technology.

4.  Development of an integrated and strict system for the protection of Intellectual Property Rights such as inventions,
trademarks and copyrights, and other components of knowledge.

In conclusion, the participants confirm that the peoples of Africa and Asia are facing today a new civilization challenge, and

confirm the confidence in their ability to succeed by working with determination and dedication as required, because devel-
opment, progress and building, as apparent ahead of us today, will be monopolized by the makers of knowledge.

On behalf of participants:

Ahmad Hamrouch Mr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh
President of the Afro-Asian President of the Arab Knowledge and Management Society,
Peoples'Solidarity Organization and Honorary Member of the Afro-Asian Peoples’Solidarity Organization

Issued in Cairo on January 12,2009
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CAIRO DECLARATION

Cairo Declaration

Responsibility and Commitment

We, the delegates of African and Asian countries participating in the " Afro-Asian Knowledge-based Society
Initiative * Founders Conference in Cairo on January 11-12, 2009, declare and confirm our desire and com-
mitment to build an Afro-Asian Knowledge Society that will target all segments of the society, and provide
them, wherever they are in the two continents, with access to information and knowledge to be able to
use, share and exchange such information and knowledge.

Our Conference was a unique opportunity to educate our societies on the advantages and significance of
ICT by its potential to achieve a quality change and transformation in their activities and practical life to
enhance their confidence in their future.

Accordingly, we confirm our determination to implement the recommendations of the Conference, and to
embark and take every possible action to bridge the digital divide between our countries and the world.
We reiterate that governments, private sector, civil society, competent international bodies and the United
Nation have a role to play, cooperate and take action towards enabling the Afro-Asian people to build and
enhance the ICT and knowledge infrastructure and build human capacity in a manner to help achieving
the objectives of the Conference in creating an Afro-Asian Knowledge Society.

We also stress the right of the peoples of Africa and Asia to contribute to the making of knowledge. We rec-
ognize that the revolution in information and communication technologies have become essential for

sustainable development, and to achieve economic growth and development, increase productivity and
ensure the flow of investments. Further, ICT promotes the capacity of businesses and micro, small and
medium-size enterprises (MSMEs) which represent the largest segment of the national economy and offer
the largest number of jobs and employment.

Accordingly, in order to achieve and promote peace and security sought by the ICT revolution, we call upon
the global community to stand up to its obligation to ensure that the peoples of the Afro-Asian countries
have affordable access to this technology so that we can actually bridge the digital divide, and to give due
attention and priority to vulnerable, marginalized, disadvantaged and isolated groups, and enabling atten-
tion to women.

We are convinced that by will and resolve, through cooperation and partnership between governments,
private sector and stakeholders supported by international cooperation and solidarity, these goals can be
achieved. We will resolutely continue our efforts after this Conference to overcome and address the chal-
lenges in order to build a real Afro-Asian information society for the benefit of our people and organiza-
tions.

THEREFORE, THE CONFERENCE

has decided to consider the Steering Committee as a permanent mechanism that will follow up the im-
plementation of the resolutions and directives of the Founders’ Conference ‘Afro-Asian Knowledge-based
Society Initiative’ in light of these the directives, recommendations and resolutions.

We are committed to the full implementation of the results of the Conference
and the contents of this Declaration..

Issued in Cairo on January 12,2009
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Speech of Delegations at the Closing Session:

Professor Harrop Othman

I would like to thank the organizers of this conference for this important initiative. We came
from various countries with the commitment to provide ideas for Afro-Asian cooperation to
create knowledge-based societies. This conference is considered a success by all standards, and
was characterized by useful presentation and good discussions.

[ would also like to extend the utmost gratitude and appreciation to Mr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh and
his organization on behalf of all the participants. You have shown some people here for the first
time how to conduct and fulfill individual cooperative leadership. I say this not for the sake of
flattery, but because it is true.

I have also requested from Mr. Abu-Ghazaleh to consider holding the next conference in Tanzania,
the land of Kilimanjaro.

In his book, the late President Gamal Abdel Nasser spoke of Egyptian loyalty and the elevated
status of social equality, especially in the Islamic states in Africa and the Middle East.

While we are here, I am keenly aware that our Palestinian brothers and sisters are being subject
to massacres by the occupation forces. We want to clarify that this barbarity makes us all angry.
Two years ago I had participated in a demonstration to support the Palestinian people.I consider
this conference to be a step in the right direction. Again, I thank the organizers of this event.
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LETTERS

Letter of Gratitude and Appreciation

to His Excellency President Hosni Mubarak

At the end of the conference, the participants sent a letter of gratitude and appreciation to His Excellency Hosni
Mubarak, President of the Arab Republic of Egypt. The text of this letter follows:

Your Excellency President Mohammed Hosni Mubarak
President of the Arab Republic of Eqypt

Warm Greetings,

The participants of the " Afro-Asian Knowledge-based Society Initiative’ Founders Conference extend to Your
Excellency their utmost gratitude and appreciation for hosting the conference in Cairo; the patron of the AAPSO
headquarters and cadres since its establishment; enabling the organization to perform its mission in enhancing
peace and securityinthe two continents. The participants are also thankful for the facilities and measures provided
by the ministries and state institutions which helped in the successful launch of the conference activities and its
fruitful results that will undoubtedly be beneficial for the peoples of Africa and Asia.

Your Excellency

This international meeting in Cairo took place after the African Union Summit in Sharm El-Sheikh, to translate the
vision and mission of the Sharm El-Sheikh conference into reality, and is consistent with your historical address at
that event. This means that Your Excellency and Egypt are pioneers in launching vital and strategic projects that
seek growth, development and advancement in the countries of Asia and Africa.

On this occasion, we would like to praise the ever-increasing accomplishments in all fields and at all levels in the
Arab Republic of Egypt under your unique historical leadership and with the great efforts of Egyptian sons and
daughters.

May you remain a strong pillar of support for peace, security, development and advancement in Africa, Asia and
the world.

May God keep you safe.

Signed by the participants of the ‘Afro-Asian Knowledge-based Society Initiative’ Founders Conference’

Cairo 12/1/2009
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LETTERS

Letter of Appreciation
to Dr.Ahmad Nazif, the Prime Minister of Arab Republic of Egypt

Dr.Ahmed Nazif
Prime Minister of Arab Republic of Egypt

Warm Greetings,

On behalf of the delegations participating at the international “Towards an Afro-Asian Knowledge Based Society
Initiative Founders Conference’,we presentyour excellency with our utmost gratitude foryour gracious patronage
and delegating His Excellency Dr. Tarek Kamal, the Minister of Communications and Information Technology,
to attend the opening session and delivering a speech on your behalf. This speech represented an important
document for the conference.

We thank you immensely for your concern and follow-up on the conference activities since arrangements for it
began, and for your directives to ministries and institutions in providing facilitations that guarantee success and
achievement of goals relating to the Afro-Asian Knowledge Based Society.

On this occasion, we proudly acknowledge the patronage of your kind self and the Arab Republic of Egypt for
the international gathering that aims to advance the peoples of Africa and Asia. This is consistent with the wise
leadership of Egypt in the realm of advancement of the two continents. We promise to exert efforts to execute

and fulfill the decisions and directives issued at this conference.

May you remain as a pillar of support, and may Egypt continue to support Africa and Asia.

Cairo 12/1/2009
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