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HE Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, Founder and 
Chairman of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Global (TAG.
Global) attended the latest meeting of La 
Verticale Africa-Mediterranean-Europe (AME) 
Foundation’s Wise Persons forum in his capacity 
as its founding Chairman and Co-president.

Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh was joined by the Honorary 
President of La Verticale, HE Jean-Claude 
Juncker, former president of the European 
Commission; HE Elisabeth Guigou, former 
Minister of France; alongside other dignitaries 
representing AME countries. The forum convened 
for the second time since its establishment in July 
2020 to discuss important changes in governance, 
the progress of its activities and to feed ongoing 
initiatives relevant for AME integration. 

Projects related to renewable energy 
investments, special and secure economic 
zones, industrialization of the automotive sector, 
e-learning and academic cooperation were 
presented to the participants. The forum discussed 
how to strengthen and support these projects and 
explored possible new joint initiatives that can be 
undertaken within La Verticale AME Foundation 
framework.

Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh discussed the establishment of 
the La Verticale digital university that could reach 
millions of students across the three regions. It 
could also help to democratize education and in 
turn provide greater opportunities for economic 
prosperity. He emphasized the need to develop 
knowledge workers who possess the technology 
skills needed in the growing digital economy.

As a leading international figure ICT and digital 
education, Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh reaffirmed his 
commitment to developing a digital Africa and 
pledged the support of TAG.Global and its team 
of international consultants to help La Verticale 
achieve its objectives.

La Verticale AME
La Verticale AME is a political project, which 
finds its origins in civil society and that is actively 
supported by several political leaders. Those who 
adhere to this project defend the same conviction: 
Europe and Africa, across the Mediterranean, 
share similar challenges and a common destiny. 
It is therefore necessary to jointly create a 
permanent, independent and forward-looking 
instrument, shared between South and North, 
in order to prepare for a common future and to 
propose concrete projects and actions. 

The Foundation, which was formally established 
in April 2019 under Belgian law, was co-founded 
by TAG.Global and the Mediterranean World 
Economic Foresight Institute (IPEMED). Its 
funding will come from both companies and 
public institutions. 

Abu-Ghazaleh Participates in La Verticale’s Wise Persons 
Forum Meeting

AMMAN 
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HE Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, founder and chairman 
of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Global (TAG.Global), 
called for the Advisory Board of the Consortium 
for Sustainable Urbanization (CSU) based in New 
York, to convene and discuss pressing matters 
related to global sustainability in his capacity as 
Chair of the Consortium. 

The meeting is to be held digitally on the 
Consortium’s 10th Anniversary with the objective 
of holding an interactive workshop for its members, 
consisting of 12 eco-friendly cities, on effective 
strategic planning for future smart cities. The 
meeting aims to direct the work of the Consortium 
in light of the global environmental challenges, 
through consulting with its experienced members 
to develop pragmatic initiatives that will make a 
difference to the sustainability practices of nations 
globally. This is imperative in light of the United 
Nations projection that the global population will 
rise from 7.7 billion currently to 9.7 billion by 
2050.

It  is worth mentioning that the CSU was 
established under the initiative of Dr. Abu-
Ghazaleh when he was chair of the United Nations 
Global Alliance for ICT and Development that 
was launched in 2009. This was under the auspices 
of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, 
to promote a better understanding of the role of 
sustainable urbanization and resilient design in 
cities planning. The CSU  includes Paris, Delhi, 
Seoul, Nairobi, London, Chicago, Houston, São 
Paulo, New York, Los Angeles, Copenhagen and 
Rio de Janeiro. 

It should be noted that Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh had 
written a book titled “The Inevitable Digital 
Future: A World of Smart Cities”, in which he 
discusses the benefits of smart cities and their 
establishment, applications, and development 
methods, with the aim  of  benefiting from 
Artificial Intelligence (AI), the Internet of Things 
(IoT) and other Industry 4.0 technologies, to 
develop smart, sustainable cities for the future.

The training workshop is part of a series of lectures 
held by the Consortium with the participation of 
high-ranking dignitaries from the member cities 
to stimulate discussions that lead to tangible 
results. 

Abu-Ghazaleh Calls for a Meeting of the Advisory Board for the 
Consortium for Sustainable Urbanization on its 10th Anniversary
AMMAN 
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For the 18th Consecutive Year
World Bank Commends Role of ‘Abu-Ghazaleh-Legal’ as a Global 

Contributor to Issuing ‘Doing Business’ Report

AMMAN 

The World Bank acknowledged the important role 
and contributions of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Legal 
(TAG-Legal), for the 18th consecutive year, in 
issuing the “Doing Business” report.

TAG-Legal was selected as a ‘global contributor’ 
for the 3rd consecutive year in issuing the Report 
after being a regional contributor in previous 
years. This recognition is attributed to the wide 
coverage of TAG.Global offices’ activities in this 
particular field around the world. 

Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Global (TAG.Global) Legal 
Department Manager, Ms. Deema Abu-Zulekha, 
said that TAG-Legal would take part in the 
preparation of the Report for the year 2022 by 
participating in a number of questionnaires for 
preparing the Report in 21 countries, noting that 
TAG.Global has offices in these countries.

Doing Business project provides objective 
measures of business regulations and their 
enforcement across 190 economies within 
selected cities in the concerned countries. The 
Report also covers many areas on the ease of 
doing business in any State such as starting a 
business, dealing with construction permits, 
getting electricity, registering property, getting 
credit, protecting minority investors, paying 
taxes, trading across borders, enforcing contracts, 
and resolving insolvency. 

Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Legal (TAG-Legal) is the 
legal arm of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Global (TAG.
Global) It was established in 1998. It provides its 
services, through a large network of lawyers and 
legal specialists from different countries, with the 
best integrated legal consulting and services in the 
field of businesses at regional and international 
level.
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HE Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, founder and chairman 
of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Global (TAG.Global), 
called for the Advisory Board of the Consortium 
for Sustainable Urbanization (CSU) based in New 
York, to convene and discuss pressing matters 
related to global sustainability in his capacity as 
Chair of the Consortium. 

The meeting is to be held digitally on the 
Consortium’s 10th Anniversary with the objective 
of holding an interactive workshop for its members, 
consisting of 12 eco-friendly cities, on effective 
strategic planning for future smart cities. The 
meeting aims to direct the work of the Consortium 
in light of the global environmental challenges, 
through consulting with its experienced members 
to develop pragmatic initiatives that will make a 
difference to the sustainability practices of nations 
globally. This is imperative in light of the United 
Nations projection that the global population will 
rise from 7.7 billion currently to 9.7 billion by 
2050.

It  is worth mentioning that the CSU was 
established under the initiative of Dr. Abu-
Ghazaleh when he was chair of the United Nations 
Global Alliance for ICT and Development that 
was launched in 2009. This was under the auspices 
of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, 
to promote a better understanding of the role of 
sustainable urbanization and resilient design in 
cities planning. The CSU  includes Paris, Delhi, 
Seoul, Nairobi, London, Chicago, Houston, São 
Paulo, New York, Los Angeles, Copenhagen and 
Rio de Janeiro. 

It should be noted that Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh had 
written a book titled “The Inevitable Digital 
Future: A World of Smart Cities”, in which he 
discusses the benefits of smart cities and their 
establishment, applications, and development 
methods, with the aim  of  benefiting from 
Artificial Intelligence (AI), the Internet of Things 
(IoT) and other Industry 4.0 technologies, to 
develop smart, sustainable cities for the future.

The training workshop is part of a series of lectures 
held by the Consortium with the participation of 
high-ranking dignitaries from the member cities 
to stimulate discussions that lead to tangible 
results. 

Receiving the Distinguished International Leadership Award
Abu-Ghazaleh, Guest of Honor at the 5th Donors’ Conference 

and Awards 2021
AMMAN 
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Fujairah Chamber of Commerce and Industry Explores 
Prospects for Cooperation with Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Global 

FUJAIRAH

Sheikh Saeed bin Suroor Al Sharqi, Chairman of 
the Fujairah Chamber of Commerce and Industry, 
received HE Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, founder 
and chairman of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Global 
(TAG.Global), in his office at the Chamber’s 
premises. Dr. Abu Ghazaleh was accompanied by 
a TAG. Global delegation during the visit.  TAG.
Global provides professional services including 
accounting, management consulting, technology 
transfer, training and education. 

TFrom the receiving side the meeting was 
attended by Mr. Khameis Mohamed Alzeyoudi, 
Secretary of the Fujairah Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry, and Mr. Khaled Khalfan Al Kaabi, 
Treasurer of the Chamber, in addition to the 
Chamber’s Board members including Mr. Sultan 
Mohamed Meleih, Mr. Saif Ali Aleter, Mr. Tariq 

Ebraheim Alhanaee, Ms. Aishah Mohamed Jasim 
and Mr. Yasser Ali Aleter, as well as, the Chamber 
Director General, Mr. Sultan Jemei AlHindasi.

During the meeting, the Chamber’s members were 
briefed about TAG.Global services and potentials 
that can be made available to the Chamber. 

Meanwhile, Sheikh Saeed Al Sharqi commended 
TAG.Global’s significant role in the provision of 
professional services in different fields, in addition 
to its contributions to assisting innovators and 
entrepreneurs in developing their varied skills.

The meeting also discussed various topics such 
as the future and the trends of world trade;  the 
major challenges facing the public and private 
sectors, due to the changes in the e-commerce 
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sector in the world; and the need for better 
technologies for the future. The attendees also 
underlined the importance of partnership between 
the two sectors-public and private, which would 
positively contribute to achieving sustainable 
development goals for the concerned countries. 

Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh emphasized the need for 
electronic solutions saying:  “We live in the era 
of ‘digitization’ and artificial intelligence that 
is proceeding at an extremely fast pace; which 
drives the public and private sectors to deal with 
electronic solutions as a basic requirement in 
various economic, commercial and development 
fields.” In this aspect, he added that the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) is considered one of the 
most developed and advanced countries in this 
area. 

He further said that the digital transformation 
would effectively contribute to economic 
recovery from the Coronavirus (COVID-19) 

pandemic as it assists in transforming the 
leading projects into opportunities for success. 
Accordingly, he noted that TAG.Global; due to its 
global presence, has carried out its leading role in 
the digital transformation process by establishing 
a consulting department for corporate digital 
business transformation services, and that’s why 
TAG.Global’s work and activities have not been 
affected during the COVID-19 pandemic and the 
closures it caused worldwide. 

At the end of the meeting, Sheikh Saeed Al Sharqi 
concluded by expressing his appreciation to Dr. 
Abu-Ghazaleh for his efforts in serving the Arab 
and global economy. 

Concluding, Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh expressed his 
gratitude to the Chairman of the Chamber, and 
praised the active role the Chamber plays and 
the services rendered to the business community, 
which contributed to enhancing the development 
process in the Emirate of Fujairah.
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In its recently published report celebrating 
Jordan’s centennial anniversary, Time Magazine 
mentioned Talal Abu-Ghazaleh for Technology 
(TAGTech), a member of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh 
Global (TAG.Global), as one of the most 
prominent Jordanian leading economic projects. 

The report says: “As Jordan celebrates its 
centenary, its banking and business communities 
can look with satisfaction at the country’s rapid 
climb through the World Bank’s Doing Business 

rankings. This bodes well for Jordan’s ambition to 
establish itself as a regional business and logistics 
hub.”  

The report also referred to investments of 
multinational, regional and domestic investments 
in the Kingdom, naming (TAGTech) as one of 
the most prominent projects which manufactures 
and produces laptops, tablets and smartphones 
with its own-brand-name (TAGTech) in China, 
to announce that a new TAGTech factory for 

Time Magazine report on ‘Jordan Celebrating its Centenary’
‘Abu-Ghazaleh for Technology’ Contributes to Improvement of 

Jordan’s Ranking in World Bank’s Doing Business
AMMAN 
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manufacturing such devices is under construction 
in Madaba, Jordan. 

Several meetings by the Magazine’s team were 
held with HE Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, founder 
and chairman of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Global 
(TAG.Global), during their visit to Jordan while 
working on the report. 

The report further mentions that the main 
reasons behind Jordan’s improvement in the 
World Bank’s Doing Business rankings are the 
recent introduction of tax reforms, as well as 
the important role of the banking sector and the 
flow of foreign investments especially in the real 

estate. That is in addition to food production, 
pharmaceutical and chemical industries, and ICT.
The Magazine also referred to the significant 
contribution of Jordan’s tourism industry, that has 
a considerable untapped potential as a regional 
hub, stating that ‘thanks to the swift response 
of the government to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Jordan is set to be one of the first countries in 
the region to benefit from the expected surge in 
demand for overseas travel this holiday season.’ 
 
Time Magazine is an internationally-known 
American weekly, based in New York city, that 
covers Europe, the Middle East, Africa and Latin 
America. Its first issue was published in 1923.
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HE Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, founder and 
chairman of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Global (TAG.
Global), received in his office the Ambassador 
of the Sultanate of Oman to Jordan, HE Sheikh 
Hilal Marhoon Al-Ma’amari, to discuss issues of 
mutual interest mainly in the fields of innovation, 
renewable energy and capacity building. 

During the meeting, the Ambassador reviewed 
some of the most significant achievements the 
Sultanate in the fields of modern technology and 
knowledge, as well as renewable energy storage 
solutions. 

Al-Ma’amari expressed his readiness to discuss 
cooperation between TAG.Global and the Omani 
relevant institutions to establish a Business 
Incubator in Oman aimed at providing support 
to innovators and help them develop and invest 
in their innovations and creativity, in addition 
to establishing a branch for Talal Abu-Ghazaleh 
University College for Innovation (TAGUCI) 
in Muscat, and a factory affiliated to Talal Abu-
Ghazaleh for Technology, a member of TAG.
Global, to manufacture technological devices 
including laptops, tablets and smartphones.   

For his part, Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh expressed his 
happiness at the visit of Oman’s Ambassador to 
TAG.Global premises, commending the deep and 
distinguished ties between the two countries.

Furthermore, He highly praised the advanced 

level the Sultanate in the use of technology, 
scientific research and development, expressing 
his pride in cooperation between TAG.Global and 
Omani organizations. 

Referring to the establishment of innovation 
incubators, Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh affirmed, “The 
establishment of an environment that stimulates 
creativity would positively contribute to creating 
innovators and creators, taking into consideration 
that the greatest innovators in the world had a 
suitable environment for innovation. Therefore, it 
is crucial today to provide such an environment 
for the youth to encourage their creativity and 
innovation.”

Abu-Ghazaleh concluded the meeting by 
commending Oman and its interest in establishing 
a factory for manufacturing technological 
products, noting that TAG.Global established a 
factory in Egypt for the production of laptops, 
tablets and smartphones characterized by their 
high quality specifications and competitiveness.

AMMAN

Abu-Ghazaleh Receives 
Oman’s Ambassador to Jordan
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Abu-Ghazaleh Commends UNESCO’s Efforts in Development of 
Effective Teaching in the Arab Countries

AMMAN 

The Arab Organization for Quality Assurance in 
Education (AROQA), chaired by HE Dr. Talal 
Abu-Ghazaleh, and a member of Talal Abu-
Ghazaleh Global (TAG.Global) firms, took part 
in a digital workshop entitled: “The Reality 
of Teaching Science and Mathematics in the 
Arab Countries and Methods of Development,” 
organized by the Regional Center of Quality and 
Excellence in Education (RCQE) – UNESCO. 

During the workshop, inaugurated by Her 
Highness Princess Haifa bint Abdulaziz Al 
Muqrin, permanent representative of the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO), the outputs of a scientific research 
conducted under the supervision of UNESCO 
Center were reviewed.

The study aims at providing developmental and 
forward-looking insights into teaching science 
and mathematics curriculums in the Arab 
countries by identifying the reality of teaching 
the two subjects at primary and intermediate 
school levels in the targeted Arab states, including 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the Kingdom of 
Morocco, the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, 

the State of Kuwait, the Sultanate of Oman, the 
Arab Republic of Egypt, the Kingdom of Bahrain 
and the Republic of Lebanon, in addition to the 
approved reference countries including Finland, 
England, the Republic of Singapore and the 
United States of America.

The workshop was attended by representatives 
of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Knowledge Forum, Talal 
Abu-Ghazaleh Global Digital Academy, Talal 
Abu-Ghazaleh Academy for Capacity Building 
and the International Arab Society of Certified 
Accountants (IASCA), chaired by Dr. Abu-
Ghazaleh, along with elite researchers, academics 
and experts in education and its quality.



16

HE Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, chairman 
of the Arab Organization for Quality 
Assurance in Education (AROQA), 
stressed the importance of the Arab 
Universities’ Ranking project launched 
by the League of the Arab States, as a 
significant and outstanding achievement 
which would effectively contribute 
to promoting and developing higher 
education and scientific research in 
the Arab states, including at Arab 
universities. 

The ‘Arab Universities’ Ranking project, initiated by the 
Iraqi Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research, 
intends to secure the promotion of Arab Higher Education 
to comply with  internationally recognized standards. It also 
contributes to promoting the higher education and scientific 
research system in the Arab region to enable universities to 
build their competitiveness and establish bridges of academic and research cooperation amongst them.

Moreover, the Project aims at adopting the best global practices in order to develop the quality of 
scientific and academic research of educational institutions in line with regional dynamic changes 
to improve the outputs of higher education and scientific research, so that universities can lead Arab 
development.

The signing ceremony of the project memorandum of understanding was held virtually in the presence 
of HE Dr. Haifa Abu Ghazala, Assistant Secretary-General and Head of the Social Affairs Sector in 
the General Secretariat of the League of Arab States, HE Dr. Amr Ezzat Salama, Secretary-General 
of the Association of Arab Universities and a representative of the Arab Organization for Education, 
Culture and Science, in addition to a host of ministers of Higher Education in several Arab countries 
with the participation of AROQA. 

Participants indicated that the project provides a set of incentives to the Arab universities to participate 
in the Universities’ Ranking Project which would contribute to enhancing outputs of education and 
research, as well as enhancing their influential presence on the international arena. It will also enable 
researchers and faculty members in the Arab states to compete for regional and international awards, 
projects and financial grants.

AMMAN

Abu-Ghazaleh Highlights the Importance of ‘Arab Universities’ 
Ranking’ Project in Developing Education Process
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Abu-Ghazaleh, Keynote Speaker on ‘Role of Mediation and Arbitration’  
International Conference ‘Arbitration is a Benchmark for Investment

HE Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, founder and chairman 
of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Global (TAG.Global), 
has participated as a keynote speaker at the first 
Cairo International Conference on the ‘Role of 
Mediation and Arbitration in Dispute Settlement 
and Achieving Sustainable Development’, under 
the patronage of the International Meditation 
& Arbitration Center (IMAC), held with the 
presence of a host of  high-ranking personalities, 
as well as elite of experts, speakers of parliaments, 
secretary generals of political parties and other 
related committees. 

 Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh participated in this important 
conference in his capacity as a renowned global 
economist, who chairs the UN Task Force on 
harmonizing professional qualifications, and 
who has been chosen as Vice- Chair to the 
UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon, of the 
Global Compact. He was also a member of the 
Association for International Arbitration for half 
a century, and a member of the International 
Chamber of Commerce (ICC) in Paris.

In his speech, Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh asserted the 
urgent need for arbitration as it has become 
the most powerful tool for resolving disputes, 
particularly conflicts that may harm the involved 
parties, and those around them. Dr. Abu-
Ghazaleh believes that arbitration is a judicial 
process within the judicial system, as it achieves 
the same level of justice. It provides a fair way 
for resolving disputes in light of international 

laws contradictions and complications, Dr. 
Abu-Ghazaleh said, adding, that it also assists 
in maintaining mediation privacy in a friendly 
atmosphere. That is in addition to the fact that its 
judgements will continue to serve the best interests 
of the disputing parties even after a while. 

Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh also pointed out that the most 
important aspect of arbitration is the promotion 
of international investments because it is used 
as a benchmark for the investment environment 
alongside the World Bank’s Standards. 

Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh proposed during his speech 
the ‘establishment of technical committees’ to 
provide support to arbitration systems in every 
country, whose core mission is to develop 
governing legislation of arbitration, to study 
time limits and deadlines, to set controls to avoid 
procrastination, to  identify cases where issued 
arbitrations decisions could be overturned, and to 
establish an arbitration system under the League 
of Arab States and its organizations. 

 Dr.  Abu-Ghazaleh  made  another  recommendation 
on the need to develop an arbitration induction 
program for businessmen, proposing as well 
a consensual arbitration system for the three 
regions (Africa-Mediterranean-Europe) as a new 
experience in his capacity as a La Verticale Chair, 
underlining at the same time the importance 
of developing a certified expert in Arbitration 
diploma.
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Cooperation agreement with Libyan Society for Quality & Excellence in Education
Abu-Ghazaleh Affirms AROQA’s Keenness on Disseminating Education 

Quality Services in the Arab World

The Arab Organization for Quality Assurance in 
Education (AROQA), chaired by HE Dr. Talal 
Abu-Ghazaleh, signed a cooperation agreement 
with the Libyan Society for Quality & Excellence 
in Education, chaired by HE Prof. Dr. Hussein 
Margin, president of the Society. The agreement’s 
goal is to collaborate in disseminating quality 
education activities, university accreditation and 
capacity-building services.

AROQA Executive Director, Mr. Yaser Al Nadi, 
conveyed the greetings of HE Dr. Talal Abu-
Ghazaleh to members of the Society, stressing that 
this cooperation indicates Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh’s 
keenness on promoting quality education on local 
and Arab levels. 

Al Nadi also highly hailed the Society’s efforts 
in providing consulting services to develop 
and improve the performance and capacity of 
educational institutions in accordance with 
the national standards to ensure the quality of 
education and accreditation.

For his part, Dr. Margin stressed that the Society, 
through its cooperation with AROQA, seeks 
to improve the quality of university education 
especially in light of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
pandemic, and he highly praised the role and 
efforts of Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh in enhancing the 
quality of education, encouraging innovation 
and shifting to digital learning to keep pace with 
today’s requirements through AROQA and its 
various programs particularly the ‘Accreditation 
for Educational Institutions’ program. 

The two parties agreed to work together in 
marketing AROQA’s accreditation in Libya, in 
addition to collaborating in training and capacity-
building in the fields of Innovation, Creativity, 
Scientific Research and Evaluation.

The agreement also provides for relevant 
functions enhancing quality in related areas 
through organizing and holding conferences, 
seminars and workshops, in addition to promoting 
education quality learning in primary, secondary 
and university educational institutions by 
providing consultations, and granting academic 
institutions the opportunity to publish scientific 
research papers in AROQA’s Arab Journal of 
Quality in Education (AJQE).
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Abu-Ghazaleh: AfricaConenct2 Project for the ASREN Region 
Concludes with a Great Success

Throughout the past 6 years (July 2015- May 
2021), the AfricaConenct2 project has been 
recognized as one of the most impactful projects 
implemented by the Arab States Research and 
education Network (ASREN) in North Africa, 
with generous co-funding from the European 
Commission and great support of the pan European 
research and education network (GÉANT). That 
is in addition to the successful partnership with 
the sister African regional research and education 
networks; the Ubuntunet Alliance and the West 
and Central African Research and Education 
Network (WACREN).

The overall objective of AfricaConnect2 was to 
contribute to the reduction of poverty, brain drain 
and digital divide by unlocking the potential of 
Information and Communications Technologies 
(ICT) for sustainable development in Africa, by 
improving connectivity, both within the region, and 
to the global research and education community. 
Africa Connect2 Followed the Roadmap of the 4th 
EU-Africa Summit which recognizes the strategic 
role of ‘’virtual’’ infrastructures enabled by ICT.

Under this project, ASREN provided high-speed, 
high-quality, connectivity for the research and 
education communities in Tunisia, Egypt, Morocco 
and Algeria with the pan European network 
GÉANT. ASREN also established a full-fledged 
Network Operation Center (NOC) in London 
and equipped it with all necessary hardware and 
software to manage the network established across 
many Arab countries. The project also helped 
ASREN to launch its cloud-based services that 
include Infrastructure-as-a-Service, Software-as-
a-Service and Computing-as-a-Service.

In cooperation with the project partners, ASREN 
worked on developing capacities in the region 
through conducting national and regional 
workshops. This includes women empowerment 
as well as engaging with user communities, 
especially those which are working on earth 
observation and climate change, radio astronomy 
and biodiversity.

On this occasion, HE Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, 
ASREN Chairman, said: “We are very proud of 
our achievements in providing the best services to 
our research and education communities especially 
under the AfricaConenct2 project, with great 
thanks to the European Union, GÉANT network 
and the African partners for their significant 
support. A key objective for ASREN during the 
following project phase, AfricaConnect3, is to play 
an important role in developing a cost-effective 
backbone for the Arab countries in North Africa, 
towards a long-term objective of establishing a 
pan-Arab regional backbone network under the 
‘ArabConnect’ initiative.”
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For Manufacturing Technological Devices
‘Abu-Ghazaleh for Technology’ and ‘Jordan Free and Development 

Zones Group’ Sign Agreement 

Talal Abu-Ghazaleh for Technology (TAGTech), 
a member of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Global (TAG.
Global), signed an agreement with Jordan Free 
and Development Zones Group (JFDZG) for 
establishing a factory for manufacturing TAGTech 
smart devices including laptops, tablets, and 
smartphones at Queen Alia International Airport 
Free Zone. 

The signing ceremony was held in the presence 
of HE Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, founder and 
chairman of TAG.Global, and HE Mr. Khalaf 
Hmeisat, chairman of JFDZG.  

At ceremony, HE Mr. Abdul Hamid Gharaibeh, 
JFDZG Director General, affirmed the importance 
of this investment, considering that it is to be 
conducted by a national company that provides 
technological products; the first of their kind in 

the Kingdom and even the region. At the same 
time, he hailed the job opportunities the project 
will generate and pledged JFDZG’s continuous 
support  for this investment which would 
positively impact the country’s economy as well 
as local development. 

Gharaibeh also said: “We, at JFDZG, always 
encourage domestic and foreign investment in 
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Jordan with a special focus on technology industry 
as global demand and export opportunities for this 
industry have significantly increased”.  

For his part, Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh expressed his 
unwavering commitment to serving the country 
through ongoing development of Jordan’s 
technological products, declaring his confidence 
in Jordan’s Knowledge Future in accordance with 
the directives of His Majesty King Abdullah II. 

Furthermore, Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh affirmed that 
TAG.Global’s factory, the first technological 
factory that manufactures smart devices in Jordan, 
would soon be operational. He also mentioned 
that the factory’s labor force; estimated to reach 
100 technicians, would become a model for the 
Jordanian well-trained and skilled workers, noting 
that a specialized training program for them would 
be developed. He also revealed that the factory’s 
production is expected to start before the end of 
this year. 

It is worth mentioning that the selection of Queen 
Alia International Airport Free Zone as location for  
TAGTech factory is attributed to the advantages 
and facilities the Zone offers to investors. 

The factory will be established on two plots of 
land to construct two separate buildings; the first 
will be a commercial facility to directly store 
incoming and outgoing products, while the second 
will include an industrial building which will be 
equipped with integrated production lines to start 
national domestic production. 

It should be noted that Talal Abu-Ghazaleh for 
Technology (TAGTech), established two years 
ago, is specialized in developing, designing, 
manufacturing and producing technological 
devices such as laptops, tablets and smart devices 
with high specifications at competitive and 
affordable prices for all. In addition, TAGTech 
developed its customization in manufacturing 
strategy to manufacture products according to 
customer requirement technical specifications.
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Jordan’s Civil Status and Passport Department Sign Cooperation 
Agreement with ‘Abu-Ghazaleh Global’

Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Global (TAG.Global) and 
the Civil Status and Passport Department (CSPD) 
signed a cooperation agreement for the provision 
of a range of professional services that TAG.
Global offers.

The agreement, signed by HE Dr. Talal Abu-
Ghazaleh, TAG.Global founder and chairman, 
and Mr. Fahad Al-Amoush, CSPD director-
general, falls in line with the objectives of the 
Department in the development of its services 
and activities in the information technology field, 
as well as, in upgrading the various professional 
and technological services, and human resources 
cadres. 

Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh affirmed that TAG.Global 
always seeks to serve the various public institutions 
through all the professional services it provides, 
expressing the Organization’s pride in providing 
such services to the CSPD too, noting that the 
Department plays a significant role in maintaining 
a comprehensive database of all Jordanian citizens, 
along with all other important services it renders. 
For his part, Mr. Al-Amoush said that signing 
this agreement with TAG.Global enhances the 
CSPD’s efforts in offering distinguished digital 
services, pointing out that this agreement aims 
at simplifying its procedures by eliminating 
bureaucracy saving citizens’ time and effort. 

Additionally, Al-Amoush stated that implementing 
the agreement comes in accordance with the royal 
directives that always underline the importance 

of making simplifying  citizens’ procedures; 
praising the initiative of Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh, as 
it comes within the framework of implementing 
e-government. 

The articles of the agreement stipulate the 
development of a Process Management System 
(PMS), providing guidance and instructions 
related to patents and their registration, providing 
ISO consultation, identifying the training needs of 
the CSPD cadres, and translating the Department’s 
website into English. 

The agreement also underlines the need to 
establish a joint task force frm the two parties 
to study and discuss cooperation for the purpose 
of implementing a number of activities and 
services such as designing a user’s guide, law 
and procedures manual, posters, in addition to 
designing the Department’s annual report.  
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Registration for the first semester of academic year 2021 /2022 is now open 
‘Abu-Ghazaleh University College for Innovation’: Graduation by 

Innovation, not by Exams

Talal Abu-Ghazaleh University College for 
Innovation (TAGUCI), a member of Talal Abu-
Ghazaleh Global (TAG.Global), announced that 
registration continues for the Summer semester and 
the first semester of the academic year 2021/ 2022 
for Master’s degree in Business Administration 
(MBA) program, with the addition of a new course 
titled Experiential Entrepreneurship Project.

Accordingly, TAGUCI will introduce the new 
course (Experiential Entrepreneurship Project: 
Creativity, Innovation and Opportunities) to the 
curriculum of MBA concentrations, including 
Innovative Leadership and Entrepreneurship, 
Data Analytics, Digital Marketing and Human 
Resources Management. 

TAGUCI Dean, Dr. Naser Al-Nsor, stated that 
the addition of the new course to the MBA study 
plan comes as a part of the College’s keenness 
to include all relevant content to the Master’s 
curriculum to achieve its mission in “graduating 
students by innovation, not by passing exams”. 

Furthermore, Al-Nsor stressed that the study plan 
aims at enabling students to develop projects that 
address serious additions to modern scientific 
theories and methods at their facilities, depending 
on their interests and specialties, by utilizing 
information and communication technology to 
innovate in their fields of choice. 

He also added that the University College 
operates in line with the vision of HE Dr. Talal 
Abu-Ghazaleh, chairman of TAGUCI Board of 
Directors, to create change in higher education 
matrix, not just in the Arab countries but the whole 
world. That is in addition to graduating a creative 
generation which presents knowledge innovations 
to their societies. Al-Nsor further noted that, since 
TAGUCI’s establishment, students have been 
publishing their scientific research in world-class 
scientific journals.

It is worth mentioning that TAGUCI offers 75% 
scholarships to refugees, and 60% scholarships 
to those with ‘Outstanding and Excellent’ grades 
and 50% for those with ‘Very Good’ and ‘Good’ 
grades in their Bachelor›s degrees.
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‘Abu-Ghazaleh International University’ Opens Registration for 
2021 Summer Semester

Talal Abu-Ghazaleh International University (TAGIUNI), a member of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Global 
(TAG.Global), recently announced that digital registration for the Summer semester of the academic 
year 2021 is open to a variety of professional and academic programs, in collaboration with the world 
major online universities.

TAGIUNI seeks to make accredited educational programs accessible to everyone, everywhere through 
a wide range of partnerships – comprised of a network of universities, non-government organizations, 
training institutions, and language schools, to offer comprehensive education for students from all over 
the world, where digital education provided by international institutions enables individuals to better 
understand their interconnected roles in the modern world.

Moreover, TAGIUNI offers first-class education worldwide to learners who may be unable to afford 
the costs of travel. Which makes it the best gateway for global education, promoting global citizenship 
and individual responsibility. 
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Abu-Ghazaleh Calls on TAGUCI to Adopt Dr. Kandah’s Book 
as MBA Reference

A group of well-known Jordanian economic 
experts discussed the content and the theme of Dr. 
Adli Kandah’s new book: “Drivers of Economic 
Growth: Seeds for Practical Ideas” in a panel 
organized digitally at the Arab Thought Forum 
(ATF). Dr. Kandah is a prominent economic and 
financial adviser.  

During the session, HE Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, a 
member of the Forum and founder and chairman 
of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Global (TAG.Global), 
underlined the importance of the book, stating that 
it not only tackles economy as a topic, but it also 
teaches how to innovate in economy adding: “We 
need a generation who can innovate in economy 
specially in our present Age of Innovation”.

Furthermore, Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh called on Talal 
Abu-Ghazaleh University College for Innovation 
(TAGUCI) to include this book into the academic 
curriculum as a reference to ‘Master’s degree in 
business administration’. He also declared that 
this important book would be considered as a 
reference in training courses organized by Talal 
Abu-Ghazaleh Academy in the fields of research 
and innovation. 

The session, moderated by the ATF Secretary 
General Dr. Mohammad Abu-Hammour, was 
attended by Mr. Hamdi Tabba’a, president of the 
Jordanian Businessmen Association (JBA), Dr. 
Nidal al-Azzam, executive director of Research 
Department at the Central Bank, Dr. Mohsen Abu 

TAGUCITalal Abu-Ghazaleh University College for Innovation



Awad, chief business and investment officer at the 
Islamic International Arab Bank, Dr. Areej Tlelan, 
development expert, and Dr. Khaldoun Nusair, 
head of the Jordanian Forum for Economic and 
Democracy Organization. 

Dr. Kandah, pointed out that the book answers 
key questions and inquiries raised in light of 
the severe economic slowdown Jordan has been 
experiencing for more than a decade, and it 
highlights the most important drivers of economic 
growth and development of various types. 

For his part, Tabba’a said that the book will serve as 
an economic reference to the Jordanian economic 
community and policy-makers in developing 
future plans and studies. 

Dr. Mohsen Abu Awad noted that the book touches 
upon important topics related to money and 
economy, by addressing different cross-cutting 
economic issues which makes it difficult for non-
economic specialists and readers to understand. 

In addition to the content of the book, the participants 
discussed the current economic situation around 
the world, particularly in Jordan, as a result of the 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, noting that 
Jordan has already been facing many economic 
challenges in addition to the pandemic. They 

estimated that recovery from these repercussions 
may take up to two years, according to some studies, 
unless other epidemiological developments occur. 
The participants also stressed the need to focus on 
productivity improvement measures and to reduce 
economic insecurity through investments.

During their discussions, the participants 
underscored the significance of drawing up 
a national strategic development plan for the 
Jordanian economy that aims at achieving 
economic stability by supporting small projects 
and businesses, enhancing partnerships and 
investments between public and private sectors, 
in addition to allocating sustainable financial 
resources to finance the economy, and the provision 
of the Fourth Industrial Revolution components.
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‘Abu-Ghazaleh for Technology’ Starts Customization 
Manufacturing Strategy for Countries

AMMAN

Talal Abu-Ghazaleh for Technology (TAGTech), 
a member of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Global (TAG.
Global), launched customization strategy 
for its devices, based on countries’ linguistic 
requirements and technological needs. 

The manufacturing strategy is implemented due 
to TAGTech’s services and centers expansion, as 
well as the growing number of its clients around 
the world. TAGTech’s policy aims to meet market 
and clients’ needs of top level technological 
devices and services. 
This new strategy has just been applied with respect 
to an order of manufacturing 10,000 TAGITOP 
UNI-C, one of the educational TAGITOP series, 
for Chile, in accordance with an agreement signed 
with Mapam.

Mapam is one of the largest retailers in Chile. 
The TAGITOP UNI-C was specifically designed 
to support the Spanish language, the one used in 
Chile.

TAGTech deputy General Director, Mr. Ramez 
Qunaeibi, explained that the new strategy has been 
the result of the rising demand on the TAGTech 
products and the different specifications required 
by the clients particularly those needed for the 
education sector, which is increasingly shifting 
to distance learning (online) in most countries 
due to the outbreak of Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
pandemic.

He also added that TAGTech is currently updating 

its website to enable clients to order customized 
devices, pointing out that a team of qualified 
experts will follow up on all inquiries and requests 
received.

Talal Abu-Ghazaleh for Technology (TAGTech) 
recently announced the release of its new 
technological devices of ‘TAG Smart Learning 
Bag’ which includes TAGITOP-EDU; 
manufactured for educational purposes with 
advance and high specifications at competitive 
prices that meet students and businesses’ needs, as 
well as supporting different languages.

TAGTech has started manufacturing electronic 
devices in China, which produced up to 15 series 
of devices so far, including laptops, tablets, 
smartphones, and their accessories, offered in 
more than 50-locations worldwide in the Middle 
East, South Africa and Latin America. TAGTech 
smart devices are also available in TAG.Global’s 
100+ offices around the world, in addition to its 
large network of retailers and global and Arab 
e-commerce platforms to facilitate the purchase 
of its different products.
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Abu-Ghazaleh Receives Delegation of Chinese Experts

HE Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, founder and 
chairman of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Global (TAG.
Global), received in his office a delegation of 
Chinese experts specialized in the manufacturing, 
maintenance and development of all types of 
technological devices. 

The purpose of the extended visit of the Chinese 
delegation to Jordan, which arrived in the 
country more than two-months ago, aimed at 
training the personnel of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh 
for Technology (TAGTech); a member of TAG.
Global, and to provide them with the theoretical 
and practical knowledge on all aspects related to 
design, assembly and maintenance of electronic 
equipment produced by TAGTech through its 
production lines in various countries.

Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh stressed his keenness in 

cooperating with Chinese institutions working in 
this field, expressing at the same time, his pride 
in the professional and technical partnership 
with QPS factories, the Chinese professional 
manufacturer of technological devices. 

He also underlined the deep-rooted partnership 
with China as Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh was honored by 
the Chinese President, His Excellency Xi Jinping, 
for his distinguished contribution to enhancing 
the Sino-Arab relations and for his instrumental 
role in strengthening the ties between China and 
the Arab World. Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh also pointed 
to TAG.Global’s five operating offices in China 
including TAGTech – China Branch.  

For his part, the Head of the Chinese team, Eng. Li 
Qisheng stated that the training was tremendously 
informative, noting that the Jordanian youth 
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are able to keep pace with their counterparts in 
China and the world in carrying out assignments 
and projects related to the manufacturing of 
electronic devices of all kinds. He also stressed 
their willingness to maintain cooperation with 
TAGTech. 

Talal Abu-Ghazaleh for Technology (TAGTech) 
started manufacturing technological devices 

through its main factory in China, producing 
up to 15 series of various devices so far, 
including laptops, tablets, smartphones and other 
technological devices offered at TAG.Global’s 
100+ offices and 50 other locations worldwide, 
in addition to a large network of retailers as well 
as global and Arab e-commerce platforms to 
facilitate the purchase of its various devices. 
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Abu-Ghazaleh for Technology’ and Awa2el for E-education Services 
Sign Cooperation Agreement

AMMAN

Talal Abu-Ghazaleh for Technology (TAGTech), 
a member of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Global (TAG.
Global), signed a cooperation agreement with 
the e-Learning platform (Awa2l Platform) - 
Mozon Center for Training & Consulting, for the 
provision of e-education services. 

According to the agreement, TAGTech will 
offer its technological devices including laptops, 
tablets and smartphones as a package together 
with other educational services provided by 
Awa2el Platform. 

The package consists of one TAGTech device 
(TAGTAB kids, TAGITOP Edu, TAG DC, or TAG 

PHONE PLUS), in addition to a subscription card 
from the Awa2el Platform; carrying the logo of 
both parties, a welcome note, along with Talal 
Abu-Ghazaleh’s book; ‘The Inevitable Digital 
Future – A World of Smart Cities’. 

During the signing ceremony, HE Dr. Talal Abu-
Ghazaleh, founder and chairman of TAG.Global, 
commended this important partnership which 
would positively contribute to breaking away 
from traditional education and reducing the heavy 
weight of the students’ schoolbag  by replacing it  
with the Smart Bag. by transforming traditional 
school lessons and content into a dynamic digital 
curriculum.
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Moreover, Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh stressed that such cooperation would achieve the desired goal of 
Jordanian students by providing them with TAGTech smart technology; the first-of-its-kind national 
industry, while Awa2el Platform provides its expertise in distance learning which proved its success 
and effectiveness during the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. 

For his part, Dr. Husam Awwad Awa2el Platform director general, expressed his pride in the significant 
partnership with TAG.Global, highlighting its major role and efforts in supporting and promoting 
education and shifting toward online learning. 

He also pointed out that this cooperation is so important for moving forward towards the desired 
goals, especially since TAGTech has provided students with smart devices characterized by their high 
quality and compatibility with the educational materials at affordable prices for students of all ages.

Dr. Awwad concluded that Awa2el Platform has been providing its e-educational services since 2007 
to school and university students that include digitizing and computing curricula, and developing 
attractive educational content.
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‘Abu-Ghazaleh Academy’ Organizes
 ‘Digital Accounting’ Training Program

AMMAN

For the first time Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Academy for Capacity Building (TAG-Academy), a member 
of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Global (TAG.Global), digitally organized  a new training program on ‘Digital 
Accounting,’ as part of its efforts to develop the capacities of the Arab individuals, promote their 
professional skills and keep pace with the technological and digital advancement to serve the 
community’s benefit and demand.

The program aims to create, represent and transfer financial data electronically through cloud computing 
instead of using papers, or standard accounting programs. Thus, all accounting transactions will be 
recorded in an electronic environment.

Further, the program introduces participants to the ways of using cloud-based accounting solutions 
to be integrated with other business applications. It also reviews what cloud accounting systems are 
and the available cloud-based solutions and compare their results. That is in addition to mobile phone 
digital accounting, cloud-based accounting features, and the easy access at any time on any device of 
the digital financial accounting system, reports, dashboards, online invoices, billing portals, expense 
tracking, as well as digital auditing which relies on Computer assisted audit techniques (CAATs).

The 15-hour training program is characterized by its ability to demonstrate the relationship of digital 
accounting to the available cloud-based Digital Accounting Systems, Digital Transformation, Artificial 
Intelligence, Big Data and Blockchain. 

Talal Abu-Ghazaleh for Capacity Building (TAG-Academy) is a member of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh 
Global (TAG.Global) that offers integrated training solutions and professional training in more than 20 
different sectors through more than 500-plus training programs. It also provides contractual programs 
that are designed to meet the training needs of a specific institution in the light of the objectives 
which it seeks and the challenges it faces. TAG-Academy offers its face-to-face and digital training 
programs through specialized and professional experts selected according to the approved standards.
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‘Abu-Ghazaleh for Technology’ Offers its Products in 
UAE through ‘Super Tech’

DUBAI  

Talal Abu-Ghazaleh for Technology (TAGTech), 
a member of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Global (TAG.
Global), has signed a cooperation agreement with 
Super Tech; one of the leading retailers offering a 
wide range of latest information technology and 
computer trading services in Dubai. According 
to the agreement Super Tech is to distribute and 
facilitate the sale of TAGTech electronic devices 
in the United Arab Emirates (UAE). TAGTech 
electronic products will therefore be available at 
Super Tech showrooms in Dubai and through their 
website: www.supertechwebstore.com

Signing the agreement comes as part of TAGTech’s 
constant efforts to market and to facilitate the 
sale of its electronic devices including laptops, 
tablets and smartphones characterized by their 
high specifications and competitive and affordable 
prices for all.

Since its establishment, TAGTech seeks, to 
implement an expansion plan by opening new 
showrooms, by increasing its retail points, and by 
providing its services through its online store, as 
well as through local and global platforms. The 
expansion of TAGTech distribution agreements 
with major specialized technology companies in 
selling smart and technological devices is part of 
the said plan. 

TAGTech products which are distinguished by their 
high-specs that match international specifications 
and key new features that include ultra-accurate 
screens, wide storage capacity processors and high 
speed and efficiency, are offered at competitive 
prices in view of TAGTech’s support by Talal 
Abu-Ghazaleh Foundation (TAG-Foundation), a 
non-profit organization for promoting Sustainable 
Development.

According to the agreement, Super Tech will make 
TAGTech devices available in the UAE for those 
who wish to purchase modern electronic devices 
including TAGITOP-UNI C, TAGITOP-Plus II, 
TAGITOP-Flip, TAGITOP-EDU and TAGITOP-
Pro) laptops. 
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‘Abu-Ghazaleh for Technology’: Agreement with Martix 
Platform

Talal Abu-Ghazaleh for Technology (TAGTech), 
a member of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Global (TAG.
Global), signed a partnership agreement with 
Martix; one of the leading online platforms that 
enables customers to shop directly in Jordan. 

The agreement comes in line with TAGTech’s 
strategy to facilitate the purchase of all its 
electronic devices, which are characterized by 
their high-specs and competitive prices, including 
laptops, tablets and smartphones. 

TAGTech Deputy Director General, Mr. Ramez 
Quneibi, stated that the expansion of TAGTech 
and the inauguration of new showrooms, 
comes in line with the vision of HE Dr. Talal 
Abu-Ghazaleh, founder and chairman of Talal 
Abu-Ghazaleh Global (TAG.Global) that aims 
at helping everyone to easily purchase the 
technological products through multiple options.

Quneibi added that Martix platform is one of 
the best online shopping websites in Jordan, and 
TAGTech is proud to collaborate with, noting that 
it employs cutting-edge technologies to meet all 
e-commerce consumers’ needs.

He also pointed out that the partnership between 
the two sides would positively contribute to 
diversifying Portal clients purchasing options 
of high-quality and performance technological 
devices that match global products at affordable 
and competitive prices.

According to the agreement, Martix platform 
will make TAGTech smart devices and products 
available through Martix’s Store at the same 
prices as those offered at TAGTech’s internal and 
external showrooms.

Additionally, Martix’s clients will benefit 
from promotions and discounts continuously 
advertised by TAGTech, with a one-year 
manufacturer warrantee and free delivery service 
to all governorates throughout the Kingdom.

It is worth mentioning that Talal Abu-Ghazaleh 
for Technology (TAGTech) started manufacturing 
various electronic devices in its factories in China 
and Egypt, reaching so far up to 15 series devices, 
including laptops, tablets, smartphones and their 
accessories. All such devices are offered in more 
than 50-locations worldwide.

For further information about TAGTech smart 
devices, please visit the website: www.tagtech.
global
Martix platform: https://store.martix.me/
organization/1000
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‘Abu-Ghazaleh International University’ Participates in 
ICESCO’s International Forum on Women Entrepreneurship 

Islamic World Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (ICESCO) held a digital workshop 
under the theme: “Women Entrepreneurship: 
A Future Key for Sustainable Development.” 
with the participation of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh 
International University (TAGIUNI), organized 
in conjunction with the ICESCO’s celebration of 
“Year of Women 2021”. 

High-ranking participants including ministers, 
officials, ambassadors, businesswomen and a host 
of experts from international and Arab institutions 
took part in the event.

During the opening ceremony, Dr. AlMalik, 
ICESCO Director-General, stressed the importance 
of women’s role in society, calling for achieving 
the desired change towards a better world based 
on equity, gender equality and genuine partnership 
between women and men. 

TAGIUNI, a member of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh 
Global (TAG.Global), participated in the inaugural 
session, represented by Dr. Mushira Enezat, 

executive director of the International Educational 
Programs at TAG.Global, who reviewed a research 
paper entitled ‘Women’s Role in Technological 
Innovation and Digital Entrepreneurship in the 
Arab World’.

Enezat indicated that technological innovation 
should deserve much attention in the Arab 
world for its effective role in technologically 
empowering youth, especially women, which 
would contribute to assisting women in keeping 
pace with the Fourth Industrial Revolution Era, as 
well as in overcoming challenges and maximizing 
benefit. 

Dr. Enezat also referred to TAGIUNI’s capabilities 
in the field of education and digital learning, stating 
that it has created radical changes in shifting into 
digital learning; noting the importance of modern 
and developed curricula that focus on Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) and its applications at the 
various levels of education to achieve creativity 
and innovation.
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Participants stressed the need to empower women 
and develop their skills with digital education and 
economic empowerment to serve the economic, 
industrial, technological, medical, educational and 
service sectors. Meanwhile, a number of feasibility 
studies that demonstrate the best practices and 
means to encourage women to continue their 
entrepreneurship work, were reviewed.

Islamic World Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (ICESCO)
(ICESCO) is an international non-profit 
organization specializing in the fields of 
education, science and culture emanating from 
the Organization of Islamic Cooperation. It is 

located in Rabat, the capital of Morocco. The 
Organization aims at coordinating its efforts to 
develop educational policies for member states 
and their educational systems.

Talal Abu-Ghazaleh International University 
(TAGIUNI)
Talal Abu-Ghazaleh International University 
(TAGIUNI) is a university that operates in 
partnership with a network of universities, non-
government organizations, training institutions 
and language schools to deliver comprehensive 
and high-quality digital education to a global 
student body.
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Under the patronage of Minister of Culture
‘Abu-Ghazaleh Knowledge Center’ and Petra Development & 

Tourism Region Authority Sign Cooperation Agreement

Under the patronage of Minister of Culture, HE 
Mr. Ali Al-Ayed, a cooperation agreement was 
signed between Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Knowledge 
Center (TAG-KC) and Petra Development & 
Tourism Region Authority (PDTRA), to provide 
TAG.Global’s capacity-building services to the 
Petra region community. 

The agreement was signed by PDTRA 
Commissioner of Local and Environment 
Development, Dr. Maram Freihat, and TAG-
Knowledge Center Executive Director, Mr. Zaid 
Al Majali, at Petra Cultural Center’s premises. 

The agreement was signed on the sidelines of the 
opening ceremony of Petra Cultural Center, where 
a branch of TAG-KC was established to provide 
services to the Petra region community as well. 
The Cultural Center was fully equipped by TAG.
Global, with TAGITOP devices for training and 
local community development purposes. 
Dr. Freihat indicated the Center’s gratitude for 
its partnership with TAG.Global, expressing her 
thanks to HE Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, founder 
and chairman of TAG.Global, on his constant 
contributions to serving the local community, 

civil society institutions and associations in all 
governorates and camps throughout the Kingdom 
for community capacity building. 

For his part, Al Majali stressed the importance 
of the city of Petra as one of the most popular 
tourist destinations in the world, characterized 
by its history and nature, pointing out that this 
cooperation aims to serve the largest segment of 
the local community by sharpening and improving 
their professional skills to enable them to compete 
in the labor market.

It is worth mentioning that Talal Abu-Ghazaleh 
Knowledge Center (TAG-KC) is one of the 
initiatives adopted by Talal Abu-Ghazaleh 
Global (TAG.Global). It targets Arab youth 
with the aim of enabling them to develop their 
capacities by providing modern Information and 
Communication Technology (ICT) tools. 

The initiative also seeks to qualify and enrich a 
large number of professionals with an extensive 
experience offered by TAG.Global experts to help 
them meet the challenges of the labor market, 
armed with the best professional qualifications.
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To serve university students and local community 
‘Abu-Ghazaleh Knowledge Center’ and Isra University Renew 

Cooperation

Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Knowledge Center (TAG-
KC), one of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Global (TAG.
Global) initiatives, renewed cooperation with 
Isra University (IU) by signing an agreement for 
the provision of capacity-building services to 
the university students as well as the community 
members.

The renewed agreement, signed by IU President, 
Prof. Ahmad Nuseirat, and TAG-Knowledge 
Center Executive Director, Mr. Zaid Al Majali, 
comes as a result of the proven benefits of such 
collaboration, to the youth, during the last five-
year period of the previous cooperation agreement. 
The said cooperation included the organization of 
training courses through TAG.Global in various 
fields, in addition to consulting services that 
helped a large number of students and community 
members improve their skills. 

Prof. Nuseirat expressed the IU’s gratitude for 
cooperation and partnership with TAG-KC, 
expressing his thanks to HE Dr. Talal Abu-
Ghazaleh, founder and chairman of TAG.
Global, on his constant contributions to serving 
local communities, civil society institutions and 
associations in all of the Kingdom’s governorates.  
For his part, Al Majali asserted that this cooperation 
is an integral part of Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh’s corporate 
social responsibility program, that aims to serve 
the largest segment of the community, especially 
the youth, in developing and improving their 
professional skills and qualifications to enable 
them to compete in labor market. 

It should be noted that Talal Abu-Ghazaleh 
Knowledge Center (TAG-KC) has established a 
knowledge station at Isra University Consultation 

Center as an implementation of the agreement 
for the purpose of holding training courses and 
diplomas specialized in various academic and 
professional areas, as well as to offer similar 
services to the youth in Al-Jizah district. 

Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Knowledge Center (TAG-
KC) is one of the initiatives adopted by Talal 
Abu-Ghazaleh Global (TAG.Global), which 
target the Arab youth. It relentlessly seeks to help 
develop human resources and capacity-building 
through modern Information and Communication 
Technology (ICT) tools, in addition to providing 
professionals with an extensive experience offered 
by TAG.Global’s experts to meet the labor market 
challenges.
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Organized by WFP and UNICEF 
‘Abu-Ghazaleh Knowledge Forum’ Takes Part in Food Security 

and Youth Entrepreneurial Opportunities Panel Session

Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Knowledge Forum (TAG-
KF), a member of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Global 
(TAG.Global), participated in an online panel 
session organized by the World Food Program 
(WFP) and the United Nations Children›s Fund 
(UNICEF) entitled “Food Security Issues in 
Jordan and the Available Opportunities for Youth 
for Innovation and Entrepreneurship”.

Representing TAG-KF, Forum’s executive 
director Mr. Fadi Daoud, stressed the importance 
of youth participation and discussing with them 
the means for maintaining food security, as 

well as reviving the agricultural sector through 
innovation and creativity, in view particularly of 
the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic effects, 
which remarkably unveiled the significance of 
innovation and entrepreneurship in this field. 

Daoud, who also moderated the session, stated 
that innovation and entrepreneurship became 
imperative needs especially in light of the crises 
the world is experiencing, pointing out that TAG-
KF devotes most of its efforts to open channels 
of dialogue with the youth, and to encourage 
them to innovate in different fields to create job 
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opportunities, as well as to strengthen community 
development. 

During the session, Mr. Faris Atieh, Innovation 
Consultant at WFP, stated that the Program’s 
Innovation Unit was established for the purpose 
of supporting innovation and entrepreneurship 
in food security, noting that WFP supports any 
innovation that could contribute to solving 
problems and challenges facing the agricultural 
sector through WFP’s various partnerships.

For her part, Ms. Bisan Abdulkader, Youth 
and Adolescent Development Specialist at the 
UNICEF, said that business incubators are one of 
the projects offered by (UNICEF – Jordan) which 
aims at supporting the youth economically and 
socially. She pointed out that innovation in food 
security, which is one of the UNICEF’s important 
projects, contributes to creating 100 thousand job 
opportunities for the youth annually. 

Meanwhile, Eng. Ammar Hattar, director of 
Intellectual Property Rights Unit at the National 
Agricultural Research Center (NARC), stated 
that the Center aims at utilizing the outcomes 
of agricultural research developed locally or 
obtained from other sources for the purposes 
of increasing the agricultural production, while 
improving its efficiency and quality, conserving 
the agricultural natural resources and optimizing 
their use, in addition to maintaining and preserving 
the ecological balance.

Mr. Abedalrhman Habashneh, founder of 
Decapolis, said that Decapolis is an entrepreneurial 
company specialized in traceability of food safety 
and building confidence in national products to 
introduce them to the world. He noted that the 
Company is currently working with foodstuff 
factories and 100 vegetable and fruit farmers to 
assist in solving the problems of farmers, as well 
as to bring safe and high-quality food products 
and increase their profits, which reached up to 
33% in some cases.  

Founder of Green Mark Project, Mr. Majdi 
Qatanani, stated that the idea behind the project 
was born due to the decline in green spaces, and 
our solution was to cultivate food on the rooftops 
and increase such spaces in Jordan.

For her part, Ms. Dina Dajani, Youth & Adolescent 
Development Officer at UNICEF - Jordan, 
introduced participants to the mechanism of 
joining the UNICEF Entrepreneurship Programs. 
The panel session comes as a part of empowering 
innovative youth in food security area, as well as 
building their capacities in entrepreneurship and 
innovation, launched by UNICEF in partnership 
with WFP, which targets youth aged between 18 
-26 years old concerned about food security.
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‘Abu-Ghazaleh Global’ and Islamic World Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization Discuss Cooperation on AI and Scientific Research

HE Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, chairman and founder 
of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Global (TAG.Global), and 
Dr. Salim M. AlMalik, Director-General of the 
Islamic World Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (ICESCO), co-chaired a session to 
discuss cooperation between the two parties in 
the fields of Artificial Intelligence (AI), Scientific 
Research, Digital Education and Strategic 
Foresight.

The session, held virtually, was also attended by 
Dr. Kais Hammami, director of ICESCO Center 
for Strategic Foresight, and Dr. Mushira Enezat, 
executive director of Joint Educational Programs 
at TAG.Global.

During the session, Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh affirmed the 
importance of reviving education methods in the 
countries of the Islamic world to develop scientific 
research and encourage creativity and innovation, 
for the aim of building a creative nation, pointing 
to the urgent need to set up AI ethical guidelines 
and well-defined policies.

Moreover, Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh called on the 
ICESCO to launch an AI glossary that includes 
all relevant terminologies and circulate it at an 
international level, reiterating the importance 
of improving scientific research methods and 
investment in scientific research similar to those in 
western countries.

He also referred to the Ten Principles of the UN 
Global Compact, which were endorsed during 
his mandate as vice-chair to the UN Secretary 
General, Ban Ki-moon, Chairman of the Global 
Compact. The ten universally accepted Principles 
are derived from the Universal Declaration for 
Human Rights, the World Labor Organization’s 
Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights 
at Work, Rio Declaration on Environment and 
Development, and United Nations Convention 
against Corruption.

Moreover, Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh expressed belief 
that women and men are partners in assuming 
responsibilities and duties, urging everyone to 
use the term ‘women’s participation’ rather than, 
‘women’s empowerment’, as every woman is 
capable to empower herself by her own.

For his part, Dr. AlMalik stated that the Islamic 
World Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization pursues renewal, modernization and 
openness approach for the benefit of the Member 
States and Muslim communities around the world, 
adding that ICESCO is keens on cooperating with 
TAG.Global as a leading organization in different 
areas. 

AlMalik further stated that the Organization called 
for cooperation with TAG.Global in the fields of 
strategic foresight, Artificial Intelligence (AI), 
digital education, scientific research and ICESCO 
Chairs which are considered vital areas for Muslim 
countries that should need more development. 

During the meeting, the two parties agreed on 
the development of implementing plans for the 
initiatives, programs and activities that could create 
a tangible impact, and contribute to the enrichment 
of intellectual and practical contributions in a 
mechanism that achieves cooperative joint goals.
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Artificial Intelligence: The Foremost Disruptive 
Technology of Our Time

BY: Talal Abu-Ghazaleh

Artificial Intelligence (AI) is the 
leading discipline in the present 
digital revolution. Building capacity 
in this area is of vital importance to 
the longevity of our economies. I 
would even say that it is one of the 
most important innovations in the 
history of mankind as everything 
will be enabled by AI technology. We 
cannot get away from this and need 
to prepare our younger generations 
to play an active part in the AI boom 
which has just started. We can see how 
important AI has been in the recent 
COVID epidemic that has affected 
the entire globe, with companies able 
to analyze virus epidemiology, crunch 
data as well as model and simulate to 
develop vaccines in record time using 
AI based technology.

We need to be following the example 
of China, the great country that 
has made AI a mandatory part of 
its educational strategy to make 
the country a global leader in AI 
innovation by 2030. China is planting 
the seeds of AI education now in 

order to reap the benefits in the future. 
We need to be doing the same in all 
countries to ensure that we secure our 
place in the growing digital economy. 
According to Forbes, AI will add 
$15 trillion to the world economy by 
2030. This is four times larger than 
the GDP of the entire MENA region 
in 2020 which was $3 trillion. This 
represents a massive opportunity that 
we must take advantage of. We owe it 
to the younger generation to invest in 
such education so that they have the 
needed skills to help power future AI 
based economies.

I have been repeatedly privileged 
to speak at international technology 
events. The question I am constantly 
asked is: “Won’t AI technology 
replace humans and take over their 
jobs?” Of course not I constantly 
affirm.

I see a different scenario unfolding. 
I believe that AI will free workers 
to exercise better judgement and 
perform more valuable tasks by 
using AI systems to provide greater 
accuracy and insights and in turn 
deliver greater value. The “Future of 
Jobs Report 2020” published by the 
World Economic Forum also backs 
this and suggests that 85 million jobs 
may be displaced by a shift in the 
division of labor between humans and 
machines by 2025, while 97 million 
new roles may emerge, that are more 
adapted to the new division of labor 
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between humans, machines and 
algorithms which include AI systems. 
Rather than jobs being lost to AI, jobs 
will be created by it. With volumes of 
big data being produced by sensors, 
systems and the mass adoption of 
the Internet of Things, there will be 
no alternative but to use AI systems 
to make sense of this huge amount of 
data in order to help decision making. 
AI will revolutionize many sectors 
making them more streamlined and 
efficient.

A discipline that I see AI affecting in a 
major way is the auditing profession. 
Auditing is the foundation on which 
TAG.Global was established and as 
an auditor myself, I can tell you that 
the auditing profession is going to 
be revolutionized by AI. The huge 
amount of data being produced by 
organizational systems will make 
it very difficult to perform manual 
audits as there will be simply too 
much data to analyze. AI systems will 
be used to perform detailed audits 
that would otherwise be impossible to 
conduct. The profession will become 
more of an IT specialty and in the 
very near future auditors will need 
skills in AI; both to conduct audits as 
well as to evaluate AI systems used 
by companies to provide assurance 
regarding their accuracy and 
transparency.

I have called for reform of the 
education system globally and have 
been saying for many years that our 
education curricula needs to move 
into the 21st century to empower our 

digital natives with the knowledge 
and the skills to become knowledge 
workers. AI is among the forefront 
of disciplines that children must be 
taught. Technology has become basis 
of developed economies worldwide, 
and  the reason for existence for some 
of the largest companies the world 
has ever seen such as Apple, Google 
and Amazon. The global economy 
is no longer bound by geographic 
boundaries and the age of the Internet 
means that anyone can become a 
knowledge worker if he has the zeal 
and passion.

Digital opportunities are available for 
the IT literate and we must take full 
advantage of this fact. We need to 
be producing AI literate ‘knowledge 
workers’ to meet the demands of 
the digital global economy. We 
must properly educate and foster 
an environment for technology 
innovation and creativity, empowering 
people with the education, tools and 
laws to create an ecosystem to enable 
the future ‘Zuckerbergs’ to come 
about. Building capacity in AI will 
also allow us to build systems to help 
find novel solutions to problems the 
world is facing with regards to climate 
change, water shortage and food 
production. As Plato said ‘Necessity 
is the mother of invention’.

We need scientists, innovators and 
thinkers to act responsibility with 
foresight and wisdom for the sake of 
our future generations and invest in AI 
education as it is set to revolutionize 
the world. 
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