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Lebanon’s Prime Minister Patronizes the 
Inauguration of ‘Abu-Ghazaleh for Technology’ 

Factory at the Lebanese University

Lebanon’s Prime Minister 
Praises Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh’s 
Efforts in Empowering Arab 
Youth to Acquire Technological 
Skills

Mikati: Opening TAGTech 
Factory in the Lebanese 
University is a significant 
milestone for Lebanese 
universities 

Lebanon’s Prime Minister 
Mikati Receives Tablet, 
Manufactured by TAGTech 
Factory in Lebanese University 

BEIRUT - The Prime 
Minister of Lebanon, HE Mr. 
Najib Mikati, patronized the 

opening ceremony of Talal 
Abu-Ghazaleh for Technology 
(TAGTech) factory at the 
Lebanese University in Al 
Fanar Branch, in the presence 
of Minister of Industry, HE 
Mr. George Bouchikian, 
Minister of Education and 
Higher Education, HE Dr. 
Abbas Halabi, the University 
President, Prof. Bassam 
Badran, and representative of 
HE Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh 
in Lebanon for Culture and 
Media, Mr. Burhan Al Ashkar.

During the ceremony, Mr. 
Mikati praised the efforts of 
HE Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh 

in supporting the Arab youth, 
particularly the Lebanese, 
by enabling them to gain 
and enhance technological 
skills that meet the needs 
and requirements of the labor 
markets.

He said that the opening of 
the TAGTech factory at the 
Lebanese University is an 
exceptional and significant 
milestone that is consistent 
with the efforts of the Lebanese 
University, especially since 
the University has returned to 
prominence and regained its 
esteemed scientific standing at 
the local, regional, and global 
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levels. “This underscores 
the University’s ongoing 
commitment to achieve 
excellence in technology 
industry and scientific research 
domains,” Mr. Mikati stated, 
adding that "the newly opened 
factory would undoubtedly 
become a hub for creativity, 
innovation and manufacturing. 
It will have also a positive 
impact on the University 
community and the national 
industry". 

Mr. Mikati further added: 
“[Today], we are celebrating 
together  the  opening 
ceremony of this factory at 
the Pierre Gemayel Campus 
at the University, marking a 
crucial transition in the march 
of Lebanese universities 
to steadily move towards 
enhancing and embracing 

innovation. This remarkable 
initiative would efficiently 
offer promising opportunities 
for young generations by 
connecting education to global 
technical capabilities, and 
bolstering high-quality local 
industries to compete against 
imported equivalents, as they 
will be developed by experts, 
academics and students within 
the University.”

Mr. Mikati pointed out 
that the opening of this 
factory is the outcome of a 
collaborative effort between 
the Lebanese University and 
TAG.Global attributed to Dr. 
Abu-Ghazaleh’s belief in the 
potential and ability of the 
Arab and Lebanese youth to 
gain and develop technological 
skil ls ,  supporting the 
innovative industrial designs 

developed by academics and 
graduates by patenting their 
innovations and integrating 
them into production lines.

He further expressed his 
wishes for a speedy and full 
recovery to Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh, 
who regrettably could not 
attend the ceremony due to 
health condition, extending his 
regards and gratitude to him.

At the end of the ceremony, Dr. 
Manal Khater, in her capacity 
as the TAGTech/ Lebanese 
University Branch manager, 
presented the first produced 
tablet from the University 
factory to Mr. Mikati. Later 
on, the Prime Minister took a 
tour of the factory, where he 
was briefed on the efforts and 
progress made in this facility.
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Lebanon’s Minister of Industry: TAGTech 
factory’s products meet the required 
standards, and will easily compete in the 

markets
BEIRUT - Lebanon’s Minister 
of Industry, Mr. George 
Bouchikian, expressed his 
pride in opening the first 
factory of its kind in Lebanon 
to manufacture technological 
devices at the Lebanese 
University, in cooperation 
and partnership with Talal 
Abu-Ghazaleh for Technology 
(TAGTech), a member firm 
of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh 
Global (TAG.Global), during 
the opening ceremony of 
the TAGTech factory at 
the University, which was 
held under the patronage of 
Lebanon’s Prime Minister, 
HE Mr. Najib Mikati, in 
the presence of Minister 
of Education and Higher 
Education, HE Dr. Abbas 
Halabi, Lebanese University 
President, Prof. Bassam 
Badran, and representative of 
HE Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, 
founder and chairman of TAG.
Global, in Lebanon for Culture 
and Media, Mr. Burhan Al 
Ashkar.

Mr. Bouchikian added that 
the opening of the first 
factory for manufacturing 
technological devices at the 
Lebanese University signifies 

a courageous initiative and 
ambitious step that indicates 
a future vision that aims to 
foster genuine integration and 
effective partnership among 
the industrial production, 
academic education, students, 
and private sector. 

Mr. Bouchikian further pointed 
out that the establishment of 
this factory came as a result 
of cooperation and solidarity 
between the Lebanese 
University and TAG.Global, 
since the two parties share the 
same determination, the same 
commitment, and unwavering 
dedication to principles 
that are essential pillars for 
development, prosperity, 
creativity, and innovation.

M i n i s t e r  B o u c h i k i a n 
emphasized that  this 

unprecedented and remarkable 
achievement would positively 
and effectively boost the 
University’s ranking, while 
also enhancing the continuous 
accomplishments of TAG.
Global.  

Mr. Bouchikian further 
explained that the TAGTech 
factory will manufacture and 
produce technological devices 
for both local and international 
markets, stressing that such 
devices will be competitive 
in terms of high-quality 
standards and incorporation 
of cutting-edge technologies 
in their production.

In the end, Minister Bouchikian 
expressed hopes that this 
project would be expanded 
to include other universities 
across Lebanon.
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AI Act Enters Into Force - European 
Commission

BRUSSELS - The European 
Artificial Intelligence Act (AI 
Act) entered into force on 
August 1, 2024. The Act aims 
to foster responsible artificial 
intelligence development and 
deployment in the European 
Commission (EU), according 
to the official website of the 
Commission. 

Proposed by the Commission 
in April 2021 and agreed by the 
European Parliament and the 
Council in December 2023, 
the AI Act addresses potential 
risks to citizens’ health, 
safety, and fundamental 
rights. It provides developers 
and deployers with clear 
requirements and obligations 
regarding specific uses of AI 
while reducing administrative 
and financial burdens for 
businesses.

The AI Act introduces a 
uniform framework across 
all EU countries, based on a 
forward-looking definition of 
AI and a risk-based approach:
•	 Minimal risk: most AI 

systems such as spam 
filters and AI-enabled 
video games face no 
obligation under the 
AI Act, but companies 
can voluntarily adopt 
additional codes of 
conduct.

•	 Specific transparency 
risk: systems like chatbots 

must clearly inform users 
that they are interacting 
with a machine, while 
certain AI-generated 
content must be labelled 
as such.

•	 High risk: high-risk 
AI systems such as AI-
based medical software 
or AI systems used for 
recruitment must comply 
with strict requirements, 
including risk-mitigation 
systems, high-quality 
of data sets, clear user 
information, human 
oversight, etc.

•	 Unacceptable risk: for 
example, AI systems that 
allow “social scoring” 
by governments or 
companies are considered 
a clear threat to people's 
fundamental rights and 
are therefore banned.

The EU aspires to be the 
global leader in safe AI. By 
developing a strong regulatory 

framework based on human 
rights and fundamental 
values, the EU can develop 
an AI ecosystem that benefits 
everyone. This means better 
healthcare, safer and cleaner 
transport, and improved 
public services for citizens. 
It brings innovative products 
and services, particularly 
in energy, security, and 
healthcare, as well as higher 
productivity and more 
efficient manufacturing 
for businesses, while 
governments can benefit 
from cheaper and more 
sustainable services such as 
transport, energy and waste 
management.

Recently, the Commission has 
launched a consultation on a 
Code of Practice for providers 
of general-purpose Artificial 
Intelligence (GPAI) models. 
This Code, foreseen by the 
AI Act, will address critical 
areas such as transparency, 
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copyright-related rules, and 
risk management. GPAI 
providers with operations 
in the EU, businesses, civil 
society representatives, 
rights holders and academic 
experts are invited to submit 
their views and findings, 
which will feed into the 

Commission's upcoming 
draft of the Code of Practice 
on GPAI models.

The provisions on GPAI will 
enter into application in 12 
months. The Commission 
expects to finalize the Code 
of Practice by April 2025. In 
addition, the feedback from 

the consultation will also 
inform the work of the AI 
Office, which will supervise 
the implementation and 
enforcement of the AI Act 
rules on GPAI.

AI Act enters into force 
- European Commission 
(europa.eu)
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