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Chairman’s Message

Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh
Chairman 

I would like to extend my gratitude to the 
World Union of Arab Bankers and the 

Association of Banks in Jordan for organizing 
an important event under the theme «Fighting 
Money Laundering, Terrorism Financing, 
and Tax Evasion which was held recently in 
Amman. 

Money Laundering, Terrorism Financing, and 
Tax Evasion are crucial and interconnected 
challenges that should be fought since they 
badly affect any country’s higher economic 
interests. 

In my own belief, we have to work on 
implementing standards of accountability, 

transparency and governance, and enforcing 
legal, organizational and operational 
measures making them a collective culture 
in word and deed to fight such crimes. This 
requires cooperation and coordination at 
local, regional and global levels. 

We should also enforce preventative measures 
by the strict implementation of laws, penalties 
and speeding up judicial processes and filing 
charges against anyone involved in these 
crimes and I want to state that such financial 
crimes have increased in recent years due to 
the use of tremendous and unprecedented 
development in ICT by organized crime gangs. 
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Abu-Ghazaleh to Announce the Establishment of 
the UNWTO International Smart Tourism Center 

Headquartered in Amman and Hosted by Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization 

AMMAN - Based on the recommendations of HE 
Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh concerning the need to 
utilize ICT in developing the tourism sector, the 
United Nations World Tourism Organization 
(UNWTO), the United Nations Specialized Agency 
for Tourism approved the establishment of the 
UNWTO International Smart Tourism Center.
Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh will announce the Center 
during the UNWTO 22nd General Assembly 
session which will be held in Chengdu, China 
September 11-16 under the theme “Tourism and 
the Sustainable Development Goals – Journey to 
2030”.

Headquartered in Amman and hosted by Talal 
Abu-Ghazaleh Organization, the Center will 
be headed by Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh as chair and a 
Board of Directors which includes high-profile 
individuals, UNWTO Special Ambassadors and 
experts in the field of tourism with HE Mr. Taleb 
Refai as the honorary chair.  

“I am happy that the UNWTO has decided to 
establish the Center with Talal Abu-Ghazaleh 
Organization and at the same time we are happy 
to host at our headquarters in Amman and it 
will be fully operational and staffed with the 
needed expertise and technology,” he added.  
Early this year in Madrid, the UNWTO named 
HE Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh a Special Ambassador in 
recognition of his special contributions to the 
International Year of Sustainable Tourism for 
Development (IY2017).

The United Nations 70th General Assembly has 
designated 2017 as the International Year of 
Sustainable Tourism for Development which 
aims to support a change in policies, business 
practices and consumer behavior towards a more 
sustainable tourism sector that can contribute 
to the universal 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development and the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs).

It is worth noting that Senator Abu-Ghazaleh 
has chaired more than 14 UN taskforces and 
initiatives and he was Vice Chair with Their 
Excellencies Kofi Anan and Ban Ki-moon of 
the UN Global Compact as well as being a 
member of several UN programs, most recently 
being named Special Ambassador to the World 
Tourism Organization (UNWTO) and a member 
of the United Nations Social Impact Fund High 
Level Advisory Board (UNSIF-HLAB).

The UNWTO 22nd General Assembly session will 
be attended by delegates from 161 states and 
representatives from more than 500 UNWTO 
Affiliate Members representing public and 
private organizations, destinations, NGOs and 
educational institutions.

“The Center will have all the required resources 
to develop the tourism sector, locally, regionally 
and globally. Members of the Board of Directors 
will have the combination of expertise and 
dedication to solve, amend and plan all tourism-
related issues for the next 50 years,”
Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh said
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Abu-Ghazaleh Receives Sri Lankan Ambassador, 
Announces Plans for New Office in the South 
Asian Country 

AMMAN - While receiving the Ambassador of 
the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka 
to Jordan HE Abdul Lateef  Lafeer, HE Dr. Talal 
Abu-Ghazaleh, TAG-Org Chairman,  announced 
that  his Organization (TAG-Org),  is willing as 
well as ready to open a new office in Sri Lanka.

The new office comes within the Organization’s 
strategy to expand its network of offices from 
85, currently, to 100 offices around the world in 
2018; a resolution that has been adopted during 
TAG-Org 2017 Annual General Meeting that was 
held last month in Amman. 

Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh stressed that the new 
office will further enhance the good relations 
between the two countries and will enable the 
Organization to provide the Sri Lankan market 
with the professional services in various fields 
particularly in Intellectual Property, capacity 
building, consulting, and education.

Moreover, Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh stated that the 
Organization will hire a number of Sri Lankan 
experts in the newly established office mainly 
in accounting as Sri Lanka is considered one of 
the pioneering countries in this domain and is  
recognized for its qualified accountants.

For his part, Ambassador Lafeer highly 
appreciated Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh’s initiative to 
open an office in Sri Lanka expressing hopes to 
maintain such a cooperation in a way that serves 
the needs of the Sri Lankan market.

He also underlined the mutual benefit which 
his country and the Organization will achieve 
with the opening of the new office in the capital 
saying that he is looking forward to maintaining 
full cooperation with TAG-Org to achieve its 
successful goals.

It’s worth mentioning that the population of 
Sri Lanka is about 22 million; while the gross 
domestic product amounts to about $88 billion; 
the per capita income is around $4000; the rate 
of educated people among the population is 94 
percent; it has 17 universities; and it is  globally 
famous for its production of high quality tea.

One of the Sri Lanka’s ambitious projects is to 
form an economic bond between Singapore in 
South-East Asia and Dubai in the Middle East, 
and for this specific purpose around $40 billion 
has been allocated for Sri Lanka’s hosting of a 
global financial business center based on the 
best standards. 

The two parties discussed 
means of promoting 
cooperation between Jordan 
and Sri Lanka in different 
fields especially in helping Sri 
Lanka implement government 
tenders essentially in the 
constructions sector.
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NEW YORK - HE Dr. Talal Abu-
Ghazaleh, Chair of the Honorary 
Council of the Consortium for 
Sustainable Urbanization (CSU), 
will be hosting an important 
gathering and dinner for the 
Honorary Council members, Board 
of Directors, Fellows, and CSU 
guests on September 20, 2017 in 
New York.

The CSU is a New York based non-
profit organization formed to 
promote a better understanding of 
the role of sustainable urbanization 
and resilient design in the planning 
of cities.

The dinner will create an excellent 
opportunity to discuss issues 
related to what CSU is planning for 
the future which include various 
events and conferences such as a 
UN conference on Gateway Portals 
in support of the New Urban Agenda 
adopted by UN member states at 
the Habitat III Conference in 2016. 

Meanwhile and in the coming years, 
the CSU will organize a series of 

Abu-Ghazaleh to Host A Special Gathering for Members 
of the CSU in New York

In his capacity as Chair of the Honorary Council of the Consortium for 
Sustainable Urbanization

events that will examine various aspects of sustainable 
infrastructure.  These events will have a dual purpose: to 
bring together examples of best practices from around the 
globe and, encourage policy makers to embrace, emulate 
or build upon successes elsewhere and build their capacity 
where needed. 

The dinner will also display books which were funded by 
Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh such as “Large Movements of Refugees 
and Migrants: Challenges for Sustainable Urbanization” 
and “The Future of Cities: An Integrated Approach to 
Urban Challenges”.

A letter was sent by CSU President James McCullar to all 
invitees to attend this important gathering focusing on Dr. 
Abu-Ghazaleh contribution to the CSU.

It is worth noting that Senator Abu-Ghazaleh has chaired 
more than 14 UN taskforces and initiatives and was Vice 
Chair with Their Excellencies Kofi Anan and Ban Ki-moon 
of the UN Global Compact as well as being a member of 
several UN programs, most recently being named Special 
Ambassador to the World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) 
and a member of the United Nations Social Impact Fund 
High Level Advisory Board (UNSIF-HLAB).

Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh said: The CSU has 
been an important player in improving 
the quality of life of many through 
bringing together academicians, 
experts and governments concerned 
with urbanization. This meeting 
will play a big role in laying out the 
foundation for a better future.
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In addition to Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh, the CSU 
Honorary Council consists of: Ana Marie 
Argilagos- senior advisor to the Ford 
Foundation’s Just Cities initiative, Margaret 
O’Donoghue Castillo- Chief Architect of 
New York City, Megan Sterling Chusid- a 
seasoned professional with over fourteen 
years of experience in the New York City 
Architecture/Engineering/Construction/
Real Estate industry, Sarbuland Khan- former 
Executive Coordinator of the Global Alliance 
for ICT and Development.

Also Robert Geddes- co-founder of Geddes 
Brecher Qualls Cunningham, GBQC, 
Architects, Thomas G. Dallessio- President, 
CEO & Publisher of Next City, Inc., Carmi 
Bee-designer of Smart Housing, Vincent 
Boudreau- interim president of The City 
College of New York, Tom Wright- President 
of Regional Plan Association, Theresa 
Williamson- Winner of the 2006 Tech Awards 
from the Tech Museum of Innovation in 

Silicon Valley, Erich Winkler- Information 
Technology Professional and Maxinne Rhea 
Leighton, Associate AIA. 

Meanwhile the CSU is headed by President 
James McCullar- founding principal of 
James McCullar Architecture, PC., Vice-
president Aliye Celik- Representative to the 
United Nations at United Cities and Local 
Governments and Board Members Lance 
Jay Brown- principal of Lance Jay Brown 
Architecture and Urban Design in NYC, Fellow 
of the Institute for Urban Design, and ACSA 
Distinguished Professor at the Spitzer School 
of Architecture, CCNY, Prof. Urs Gauchat-
Dean of the College of Architecture and 
Design, New Jersey Institute of Technology,  
Dr. Oner Yurtseven-Professor Emeritus of 
Electricla and Computer Engineering and 
Dean Emeritus of the School of Engineering 
and Technology IUPUI and Theodore 
Liebman- architect, planner and a Principal 
at Perkins Eastman. 

TAG-Org and Consortium for Sustainable Urbanization publish books on Refugees and Future of Cities
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Radio Monte Carlo: Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, 
an Arab and International Role Model

PARIS - HE Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, Chairman 
of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization (TAG-Org) 
was hosted by Ms. Gaby Lteif, in an exclusive 
interview on Radio Monte Carlo during  a recent 
visit to the French Capital. 

Highlights of the interview included that Dr. 
Abu-Ghazaleh chaired the Global Alliance for 
Information and Communication Technologies 
and Development (ICT) of the United Nations; 
and therefore he is one of the most prominent 
personalities who left their mark on the Arab 
and international arenas. 

The interview was aired on Monte Carlo 
International on Thursday 27th of July at 6:00 
PM Paris time, 7:00 Amman time, and was re-
broadcast on July 30. 

Here are some excerpts of the interview:
Cooperation between TAG-Org and the UN
Senator Abu-Ghazaleh has chaired more than 
14 UN taskforces and initiatives and he was 
Vice Chair with former UN Secretary Generals 
Kofi Anan and Ban Ki-moon of the UN Global 
Compact as well as a member of several UN 
programs. Recently, Dr. Abu ghazaleh has 
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been  named as Special Ambassador to the 
World Tourism Organization (UNWTO), a 
specialized agency of the United Nations. 
In 2016, he was honored by the United 
Nations Development Program for his role 
in enhancing the UNDP Development Goals, 
during an event organized by the UNDP 
celebrating the Program’s 50th Anniversary 
as well as its 40th year of operating in Jordan. 

A Prospect for Collaboration between 
Europe and the South
“France is a very close country to me, I 
am proud of the French Legion of Honor 
conferred on me by President François 
Mitterrand- with whom I have family 
ties. Under the new French President 
Emmanuel Macron, I see a great prospect for 
collaboration between Europe - especially 
France, and the region to which I belong, 
the Mediterranean and Africa. I think that 
France and Europe have made a mistake over 
the past years by insisting on focusing on 
the West and neglecting the South. In fact, 
there is a great future awaiting this region, 
and this is what China, which has invested 
heavily in Africa, became aware of, because 
it realized the significant potential of these 
regions”.

Teaching Syrian Refugees in Jordanian 
Camps
Regarding the refugee initiatives of TAG-Org 
in the region, Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh said: “Our 
Organization is cooperating with the United 
Nations Development Program in several 
initiatives, particularly in capacity building 
projects aimed at achieving sustainable 
development for Jordanian youth and 
Syrian refugees. With  support from the 
European Union, we are currently teaching 
Syrian refugees in Jordanian camps, so each 
student would be able to get international 
academic degrees such as a Bachelor’s or a 
Master’s degree”. He added, “I do not like 
the term “Syrian refugee”. I consider them 
as guests. We offer them all the facilities so 
that they can continue their studies; this is 
why we have equipped them with a center 
with all modern means of communication 

to carry out their studies and research. In 
Iraq, for example, we submitted an initiative 
to the government to qualify a thousand 
certified accountants from the governorate 
of Nineveh, as we did in Palestinian cities 
in Jenin and Gaza. I feel it is my duty to 
help the refugees everywhere, so that they 
can depend on themselves and build their 
future”. 

Knowledge for All
On his message and vision Dr. Abu Ghazaleh 
said, “My message and my Organization’s 
message is that every human being, whether 
in Brazil, Cuba, Jamaica or elsewhere, must 
become a knowledge person, because the 
world in the future will not have so-called 
developed and developing countries; rather, 
a developed human being and a developing 
human being. Tomorrow offers a historical 
opportunity that has never existed before, 
if each person, is given the opportunity, to 
get the highest levels of knowledge. It is 
necessary to establish a global institution 
for capacity building for the whole world 
and not to be limited to the Arab region, 
through our 100 offices operating all over 
the world. This explains our mission: the 
launch of a global organization from the 
East whose aim is to develop knowledge for 
all”.

The Importance of Fighting Terrorism
Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh spoke about the 
importance of fighting terrorism through 
social media technologies. He said: “Unless 
we put in place a system of monitoring the 
appropriate use of the Internet, we will not 
be able to eliminate terrorism or corruption. 
This must happen, especially after the 
terrorist attacks in the Arab region and in 
the West. I think that a system of governance 
that prevents the misuse of the Internet must 
be set up, and I am sure that the Internet 
can be governed through a technology that 
allows revealing the identity of the user, 
this is possible, but only requires a political 
decision by the United States of America”. 
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AMMAN - HE Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh has paid a visit to Jordan Media City (JMC), where 
he discussed with its CEO, Mr. Radi Alkhas, prospects of cooperation in several fields, 
especially media.

The meeting focused on utilizing the various services offered by Talal Abu-Ghazaleh 
Organization (TAG-Org) and JMC.

Talal Abu-Ghazaleh
and Jordan Media City Agree on 
Cooperation
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A Memorandum of 
Understanding will be signed 
soon between both parties to 
include the following:

•	 Provision of Internet TV and 
radio broadcasting services 
for smartphones and 
tablets, due to the expertise 
of TAG-Org in “ICloud” 
storage and that of JMC in 
TV broadcasting services 
through various platforms

•	 Establishing a digital media 
center at a regional level

•	 Cooperation in the field of 
visual archive restoration 
and digital transformation

•	 Electronic archiving of 
media materials

•	 Sustaining closer 
relationship between TAG-
Org and JMC in developing 
future projects, and 
accordingly, a coordinator 
from TAG-Org and another 
from JMC have been named

•	 Establishing specialized 
digital stations at JMC

•	 Installing a solar 
photovoltaic system to cut 
energy costs

•	 During the meeting, Dr. 
Abu-Ghazaleh stressed the 
importance of keeping up 
with the latest technological 
advancements in the media 
sector and the need to 
establish a specialized 
digital media-training 
center at JMC, underlining 
the willingness of TAG-
Org to assist in this 
regard. He pointed out 
that the global trend is to 
broadcast different media 
contents on the Internet, 

which necessitates offering 
specialized training courses 
to staff working in media.

According to Dr. Abu-
Ghazaleh, advancements in 
the field of technology have 
been exceptionally rapid, and, 
accordingly, there is a need to 
keep up with their pace. The 
envisioned training center 
should provide its services 
regionally, rather than limiting 
those to local end users, he 
said.

During his visit, which included 
a tour of the various facilities of 
the Media City, Abu-Ghazaleh 
noted that TAG-Org provides 
new and creative approaches 
in the media training sector, 
which will be the base for 
future cooperation with JMC.

Regarding Talal Abu-Ghazaleh 
Business & Culture Radio 
Station (102.7 FM), which 
broadcasts classical music, 
along with TAG-Org’s news 
and activity updates, Dr. 
Abu-Ghazaleh said that the 
station has recently started to 
broadcast on the Internet.

For his part, Mr. Alkhas 

welcomed the visit of Dr. Abu-
Ghazaleh and stressed that the 
partnership would entail a wide 
array of aspects of cooperation 
between TAG-Org and JMC, 
highlighting the “worldwide 
success achieved by TAG-
Org, which is considered an 
example to follow, not only in 
the region, but also globally”.

He pointed out that JMC 
operates according to 
international standards, 
harnessing the most up-to-date 
tools to provide its services to 
all clients around the world. 
He noted that the estate has 
started as well using Over-the-
Top (OTT) streaming to deliver 
content via the Internet to 
mobiles for many TV stations.

JMC was launched in 2001 as 
the first private media city in the 
region with the aim of providing 
the regional and international 
media industry with state-of-
the-art technologies. These 
services include broadcasting 
via satellite and the Internet, 
remote playout, monitoring, 
production, satellite teleport 
and anti-piracy protection, 
among others.
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BAGHDAD - A delegation 
representing Talal Abu-
Ghazaleh Organization (TAG-
Org) agreed with the Governor 
of the Central Bank of Iraq 
(CBI), Mr. Ali Mohsin Ismail 
Al-Alaq, means of cooperation 
between the two parties. 

The delegation headed by Mr. 
Ahmad Obeidat, Executive 
Director of the Baghdad 
Office, presented the various 
services provided by TAG-Org, 
particularly in the fields of 
Information Technology and 
Risk Management. 

Obeidat expressed TAG-
Org’s readiness to present 
its professional services 
through Baghdad Office 
and its highly trained and 
qualified staff.

For his part, Al-Alaq 
emphasized that CBI is fully 
prepared to cooperate with 
TAG-Org, especially where 
consistent with CBI’s objectives 
related to the implementation 
of work practices compatible 
with the best international 
standards. 

Discussions with Al-Alaq 
incorporated the need to 
develop a plan for the training 
and the development of CBI’s 
human resources in the field 
of Information Technology, as 
well as CBI’s extensive efforts 
to obtain implementation of 
IT technologies certification  
based on international 
standards. 

Al-Alaq stated that the 
general approach now is to 
develop banking services and 
to introduce new banking 
products and e-payment 

Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization
Cooperates with the Central Bank of Iraq
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systems based on advanced technologies to 
meet challenges facing the banking sector 
and to set up an advanced monitoring 
system of all e-banking activities and 
services. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Berj Vartenian, Talal 
Abu-Ghazaleh Information Technology 
International (TAGITI) Director introduced 
a presentation on the mechanism of IT 
audit and assessment.

During the delegation’s visit to TAG-Org 
Baghdad Office, Mr. Salim Al Ouri, Executive 
Director of the Arab International Society 
of Certified Accountants (IASCA), signed a 

training agreement with Iraq Private Banks 
League  that aims at providing specialized 
training to Iraqi banks’ staffs on risk 
management.

On the sidelines of the visit, the League 
held a workshop entitled “Development of 
Information Technology” based on CBI’s 
instructions,  that was attended by 90 
employees of the Iraqi banks.

During the workshop, TAG-Org, Microsoft 
and Oracle representatives tackled the 
importance of good governance, IT 
management and risk management based 
on the international standards.
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IRBID - During his visit to Irbid, 
HE Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh said 
that Jordan will have a central and 
pivotal role in the reconstruction 
phase of Syria pointing out that 
preparations for this phase are 
in full swing at the UN as well as 
at the international level.

At a meeting with the Chairman 
of Irbid Chamber of Industry, 
Mr. Hani Abu Hassan, and its 
Board of Directors, Dr. Abu-
Ghazaleh stated that Jordan will 
be the largest gateway for the 

reconstruction of Syria and that 
the public and private sectors 
must be prepared to play this 
role in a manner which reflects 
positively on the expected 
volume of economic activity 
that will be generated out of this 
huge endeavor.

Abu-Ghazaleh: Jordan will Play a Pivotal Role in 
the Upcoming Reconstruction of Syria

especially in Irbid and Mafraq, Al Hassan Industrial 
City and the land port that is planned to be established 
on the northern border will all be the platforms for the 
reconstruction process.
Furthermore, he stressed that the wisdom of His Majesty 
King Abdullah II and his leadership in dealing with the Syrian 
crisis since its outbreak resulted in a Jordanian stand that 
is acceptable by all parties, including the conflicting parties 
and international entities of different views and standings.

Expressing the hope that the Nasib border  between Jordan 
and Syria may be opened in the very near future Dr. Abu 
Ghazaleh highlighted the positive effects of such an 
eventuality in re-activating trade and in providing secure 
crossing for Jordanian exports to Syria and beyond. He also 
underscored the tireless and constant efforts exerted by 
the Jordanian and Iraqi parties to re-open the Trebil border 
crossing, thus eliminating a major obstacle to trade and  
movement of goods in both directions; and that will also 
reduce the transportation cost between the two countries, 
he noted.

For his part Mr. Abu Hassan spoke about the existing 
capacities of the local industries in the QIZ in Irbid and the 
potential of having a share in the reconstruction process 
of Syria, particularly in the pharmaceutical, chemical and 
construction industries.

Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh 
affirmed that the 
Qualifying Industrial 
Zones (QIZs) in the north,
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In a separate event organized 
in Irbid during the visit, Dr. 
Abu-Ghazaleh patronized 
a ceremony that honored 
women working in hard and 
untraditional professions 
held by Ta3ayosh for Training 
and Human Development at 
the Armed Forces Officers 
Club where he underlined 
the significance of the role 
of women in work and 
production. 

The ceremony was attended by 
HE the Governor of Irbid, Mr. 
Radwan Al Otoum, Member 
of Parliament HE Mr. Rashed 
Al Shouha and Irbid Police 
Director, Brigadier General 
Amjad Khreisat.  

Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh stated 
that working women are 
the basis of development 
and construction as they 
contribute significantly to 
the domestic production as 
compared to non-working 
women who disrupt half of 
the economy and the domestic 
production. Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh 
held a comparison between 
Jordan and Finland, which, he 
said, is similar to Jordan in 
terms of population size and 
scarcity of natural resources. 
However, Dr. Abu Ghazaleh 
revealed that Finland’s 
domestic production is $180 
billion which is six times the 
size of the 38 billion Jordanian 

domestic production. This is 
because the Finns invested 
in knowledge and IT which 
represents the real current 
and future wealth.He added 
that e-commerce will rely on 
women as a result of their 
unique capacities, daring, 
commitment and credibility, 
calling at the same time 
for launching a national 
intellectual movement to 
activate the role of Jordanian 
women in work, including in 
hard professions.

Some of the women working 
in hard professions talked 
about their work experiences, 
especially hard and unusual 
ones for women to practice. 
Ms. Sabah Al Silawi talked 
about her experience as 
a public driver working 

on Irbid/ Ramtha route, 
while Ms. Esraa Al Abaniya 
referred to her story with 
the plumbing profession, 
which she had mastered eight 
years after graduating from 
university and establishing 
her own company “Ready for 
Maintenance.”

Ms. Safa Sukkaria focused 
on the nature of her work in 
plumbing profession and how 
that reflected positively on 
her life and family instead of 
waiting for a job through the 
Civil Service Bureau. Ms. Arwa 
Al Maqableh tackled aspects of 
her experience in agriculture 
and the production of new and 
unknown varieties of livestock 
fodder and the marketing 
methods she adopted.

Director of the Foundation, 
Mr. Aktham Allama, stressed 
the importance of empowering 
women, as well as changing 
the society perception of 
women’s working in difficult 
professions where they 
could be more creative and 
productive than men.

At the end of the ceremony, 
Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh honored a 
number of women working in 
difficult professions while the 
Governor of Irbid presented 
Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh with the 
Foundation’s honorary shield. 
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AMMAN - HE Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh received 
the outgoing UAE Ambassador to Jordan HE 
Mr. Bilal Al Bdour who will be concluding his 
tenure soon and highlighted the efforts of the 
Ambassador in strengthening the relations 
between the two countries.   

During the meeting held at Talal Abu-Ghazaleh 
Organization (TAG-Org) headquarters, Dr. Abu-
Ghazaleh praised the extraordinary services 
presented by the Ambassador during his work 
in Jordan his second home at the same time 
appreciating Al Bdour’s support to the various 
activities of TAG-Org including the recent 
Arabic Calligraphy Exhibition ‘Midad’ as a joint 
initiative between the UAE Embassy and Talal 
Abu-Ghazaleh Knowledge Forum which brought 
the Arabic Calligraphy under the spotlight 
taking into consideration the decline in interest 
in this art and to protect it from extinction.   
Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh appreciated the continuous 
support by the UAE to Jordan in various fields 

which expresses the deep and strong relation 
between the two countries since the era of Late 
King Hussein bin Talal and HH Sheikh Zayed 
bin Sultan Al Nahayan and which is continuing 
today under the leadership of HM King Abdullah 
II and HH Sheikh Khalifeh bin Zayed Al Nahayan.    

Al Bdour expressed his gratitude to Jordan 
represented by its leadership and people for 
their support during his stay in the Kingdom 
stressing the fact that relation between Jordan 
and the UAE is a model. 

The UAE Ambassador appreciated the special 
and unique cooperation by Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh 
and TAG-Org which falls in the strengthening 
of relations between Jordan and the UAE 
highlighting the role of TAG-Org through its 
offices in the UAE in supporting development 
calling Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh the “Best Ambassador.”

And regarding the Arabic Calligraphy Exhibition 
‘Midad’ which was held with the participation of 

Abu-Ghazaleh Bids Farewell to UAE Ambassador 
to Jordan; Highlights his Efforts in Strengthening 
Relations between the Two Countries
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13 Jordanian calligraphers, Al Bdour highly 
commended the perfect organization 
of the exhibit which played a big role in 
supporting Jordanian calligraphers and 
the cultural movement in the Kingdom. 

Meanwhile, Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh is planning 
to produce a book that includes all the 
calligraphy works as part of the support to 
the Arabic calligraphy movement in Jordan 
and the world.



Talal Abu-Ghazaleh & Co. International (TAGI) 
offers the following services in the field of 
value-added tax (VAT):

First: VAT Pre-registration Services, including:

1. Training:
•	 Contractual training / General Training: 

holding specialized training courses in 
value-added tax and the procedures to be 
followed, the way to deal with tax reports 
extracted from accounting systems with 
their transcription on tax supply forums, 
and commitment to requirements to avoid 
fines and penalties.

2. Consulting Services: 
•	 Studying the company’s fiscal system for 

the purpose of reviewing its compliance 
with: the value-added tax law, systems 
and instructions thereof, and suggesting 
needed amendments. This is to ensure 
correct application of value- added tax.

•	 Classifying and processing the Correct 
accounting of supplies related to value-
added tax “input tax and output tax” to 
conclude the sum of the value-added tax 
for each tax period.

•	 Classifying cost among supplies subjected 
to the 5% rate and those under 0% rate and 
those exempted for preparing reports.

•	 Preparing the required accounting records 
of value-added tax and/or selective tax.

•	 Registering companies in the value-added 
tax register whether it is obligatory or 
optionally and obtaining tax identification 
number.

•	 The method to calculate the value-added 
tax, its approval and supply.

•	 Assisting the financial department in its 
commitment and compliance with the 
responsibilities resulting from tax systems 
to avoid fines and penalties caused by 
noncompliance.

•	 Handling the company’s stock before 
applying value-added tax system according 
to the mechanism determined by the 
competent administration.

•	 Reviewing tax reports, matching input taxes 
with output taxes and supplying balances.

•	 Filling tax forums for each tax period and 
supplying tax within legal period.

•	 Estimating value-added tax effect on 
the system, recommending certain 
modifications on the system to link multiple 
accounting functions related to accounting 
value-added tax and preparing reports.

•	 Reviewing supplier selection criteria to 

Our Services 

Value Added Tax
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cope with client interest in the light of 
applying the value- added tax system.

•	 Reviewing contracts signed by the suppliers 
and service providers as well as company 
consultants.

•	 Reviewing client’s credit policy and 
suggesting solutions to confront monetary 
flow effect on supply chain after registering 
at value-added tax.

3. Registering service:
Registering companies, institutions and parties 
subject to value-added tax at the competent 
authority to match registration requirements 
and to cope with systems and regulatory 
instructions.

Second: Post-registration services at value-
added tax:
1. Filling/reviewing value-added tax approval 
and/ or selective tax on the designated forum 
and sending it to the competent department 
within the legal period:
•	 Reviewing the company’s revenue for each 

tax period separately to ensure the accuracy 
of data on sales invoices, and the matching 
value-added tax law. Reviewing whether 
they are related to subjected incomes and/
or exempted incomes and/or incomes 
under zero tax rate and the tax free from 
discount. Finally, responding to that period 
by filling value-added tax declaration and 
selective tax declaration on goods to be 
presented to the competent department 
within legal period.

•	 Reviewing the company’s purchases 
including goods and services to ensure: 
value-added tax sums supplied on purchase 
invoices are correct, the purchase date, and 
whether they are eligible for discounts or 
refunds.

•	 Accounting tax on imported services and 
paying them back to tax authority within the 
legal period and following up the payment 
within value added tax declaration for the 
following period.

•	 Checking the company’s financials data 
to match incomes with declared ones and 
discussing any notices with you.

2. Attending and following up field inspection 
work:

•	 Accompanying the client’s financial 
department employees when being visited 
by value-added tax employees to check 
value-added tax declarations.

•	 Discussing all remarks concerning value-
added tax declarations.

•	 Helping to respond to all inquiries to end 
then in accordance with the company’s 
interest and tax department instructions.

3.	 Assisting tax authority’s at presenting 
objections concerning the institution 
assessment related to value-added tax 
declarations:

•	 Examining differences at tax assessment 
coming from tax authority.

•	 Examining documents, and information 
prepared by the company to be classified 
to ensure the company’s right to raise 
objections.

•	 Helping at raising objections as appropriate.

•	 Checking objections and responding to the 
tax authority’s inquiries.

Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain
Tel.: +973 17 550 003
Fax: +973 17 550 049
P.O.Box: 990
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TAG-Org Starts

AMMAN – Talal Abu-Ghazaleh 
Organization/ Talal Abu-
Ghazaleh & Co. International 
(TAGI-Auditors) signed a 
Memorandum of Cooperation 
with India’s ARG Group in the 
fields of audit and consulting 
services that will be provided 
by the Organization in India. 

The Memorandum was 
signed by TAG-Org Executive 
Director Mr. Jamal Melhem 
and ARG Group Managing 
Partner Mr. Ajay Gupta.

Signing this Memorandum 
falls within the vision of 
TAG-Org Chairman HE Dr. 
Talal Abu-Ghazaleh and the 
strategy of the Organization 
to expand to new regions 
all over the world, mainly 

in India due to its strategic 
significance and impact on 
the global economy and 
growth.

The Memorandum will serve 
as a great tool for assisting 
businesses and investors 
from the Arab region who 
seek to do business in India 
and it will, at the same time, 
attract and help Indian 
investors to carry out their 
businesses and investments 
in the Arab countries. 
It’s worth mentioning that 
TAG-Org has four offices in 
India in New Delhi, Mumbai, 
Calcutta, and Bangalore.  

TAGI-Auditors, registered in 
the International Federation 
of Accountants (IFAC) firms, 

aims at providing its services 
globally through its 85 offices 
and representative audit 
firms. 

TAG-Org is the global 
organization for professional 
services and education. It 
has been established since 
1972 and it provides services 
in various fields such as 
Accounting, Internal & 
External Auditing, Capacity 
Building, Consulting, 
Intellectual Property, 
Education, etc.

For its part, India’s ARG 
Group, established in New 
Delhi in 1990, also provides 
audit, accounting, tax, and 
legal services with its team of 
more than 50 professionals. 

Audit Practices in India
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Abu-Ghazaleh: 
The Hashemite 
Vision Enabled 
Jordan to be 
Ranked 1st at 
Regional Level 
in Combating 
‘Money 
Laundering and 
Financing of 
Terrorism’ Index

AMMAN - HE Dr. Talal Abu-
Ghazaleh expressed his pride 
of the Hashemite leadership 
for its continuous efforts 
enabling the Kingdom to be 
ranked 1st at the Arab level on 
combating ‘Money Laundering 
and financing of Terrorism’ 
Index by Basel Institute on 
Governance which is specialized 
in studying anti-corruption, 
public governance, anti-money 

laundering, criminal 
law enforcement, as 
well as stolen asset 
recovery. 

Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh 
affirmed that this 
graet accomplishment 
was only possible as 
a result of HM King 
Abdullah II unique 
vision at all levels. 
The process started 
when the Kingdom 
established the Anti 
Money Laundering 
and Counter Terrorist 
Financing Unit making 
the current ranking of 
the Kingdom at No. 36 
internationally out of 
149 countries. 

 Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh’s 
remarks were part of 
his speech at the Annual 
Forum on Fighting 
Money Laundering, 
Terrorism Financing, 
and Tax Evasion, in 
Amman, organized by 
the World Union of Arab 
Bankers in cooperation 
with the Association 
of Banks in Jordan and 
with an extensive Arab 
participation.

Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh urged the 
Forum participants to introduce 
mechanisms to fight money-
laundering and to eliminate, 
though partially, terrorism 
financing by drying its resources. 
He further urged the important 
concept of (Know Your Client) by 
investigating actions that cannot 
be justified or prove not to be 
compatible with clients’ economic 
activities.

Dr. Abu Ghazaleh also advised the 
necessity of updating the client’s 
information periodically. He 
called on the concerned entities 
to activate the Compliance 
Officer Department (Integrity) to 
revise the financial transactions 
constantly; to increase the level 
of awareness of all banking 
sector employees about money-
laundering, financing terrorism, 
and means of detection. 

That can be achieved, he said, 
by organizing periodical training 
courses to all sector employee as 
well as conducting fake money-
laundering procedures to check 
their ability to detect them.  

Further, Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh 
stressed the significance of 
developing bank monitoring 
procedures by the Central 
Banks, creating close channels 
between auditors, to check on 
any suspicious transaction, as 
auditors are the independent 
entities which can investigate 
financial transactions, along with 
clients accounting records and 
financial statements.

Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh called for 
imposing stringent penalties  
income and sales tax evaders, 
facilitating and accelerating 
litigation procedures, building 
database of all the Kingdom 
employees so all are committed to 
present data about their activities 
even if they are not entitled to 
pay taxes, and forcing all service 
sector employees to issue invoices 
with their institution tax number.
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AMMAN- A graduation ceremony for 17 
participants at the Peace Ambassadors’ 
training program organized by the 
International Academy of Peace 
Ambassadors was held under thre 
Patronage of Peace Ambassador Dr. Talal 
Abu Ghazaleh..

During the 
ceremony 
organized by 
Rawabi Amman 
Society, Dr. 
Abu-Ghazaleh 
was named 
Ambassador of 
International Peace 
for his support for 
peace as well as for 
his intense efforts 
in disseminating a 
culture of peace. 
Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh 
expressed his 
gratitude to the 
Academy and the 
Society for inviting 
him to patronize the ceremony and for 
honoring him with this award stressing the 
significance of such programs in rejecting 
violence and extremism and in spreading a 
culture of peace and love.  

Mr. Mohammad Al-Zyuod, General Manager 

of the Academy stated that the Academy, 
which performs under the supervision of the 
Crown Prince Foundation’s Initiatives, has 
completed the training the 17 participants 
in the peace session accredited by the 
International Accreditation Organization 

(IAO).

Al-Zyuod pointed 
out that the 
program aims 
at supporting 
participants in 
their endeavor to 
promote peace 
and reject violence 
and radicalism in 
conformity with the 
message declared 
by the HRH Crown 
Prince Al Hussein 
bin Abdullah II at 
the United Nations. 

For his part, Dr. 
Azmi Hajarat, 
Vice Chair of the 

Society, stated that the Society seeks to 
promote awareness of the significance 
of combatting violence and extremism 
and in building up the perfect Jordanian 
citizen who participates constructively in 
the general, social, and cultural life in the 
country.

Talal Abu-Ghazaleh:
International Peace Ambassador, 
Patronizes Graduation Ceremony of “Peace Ambassadors” 
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Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Consultants Selected by JICA to 
Assess the Feasibility of Introducing a Credit Rating 
System in Jordan

AMMAN - Talal Abu-Ghazaleh & Co. Consulting 
(TAG-Consult) signed a contract with the Japanese 
International Cooperation Agency (JICA) - Jordan 
Office to conduct a consulting study on the 
feasibility of introducing a credit rating system 
for the Jordanian financial sector.

The project comes within the framework of the 
agreement signed by JICA – Jordan Office, with 
the Jordanian government to develop bond 
markets that will provide diversity of investment 
products for investors as well as enable Jordanian 
companies to raise funds with lower interest rates 
through the existence of a credit rating system. 

The scope of the project includes research on 
the regulatory environment of credit rating 
systems in several countries; studying the current 
financial market practices related to credit rating; 
examining the local financial  system; as well as 
the local business environment and the adopted 
accounting standards in the Jordanian and 
international markets.

An action plan shall be proposed to introduce 
a credit rating system in Jordan and how to 
establish local credit rating agencies.

Mr. Samer Abu Rashed, Manager of TAG-Consult/Jordan, said that the selection of TAG- Consult is 
attributed to its distinguished work and constant efforts to provide the best services, noting that 
this comes as a result of cooperation with Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization (TAG-Org) companies, 
especially Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Tenders.

He added that TAG-Consult has acquired an outstanding record of success in conducting market 
studies and research to governments and international financial institutions.



TAG-Org News Magazine

26



TAG-Org News Magazine

27

AMMAN - The Washington-based NEXTEC INC has joined 
the list of Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Proctored Testing Center 
(TAGIMETRIC) partners which will offer its exams for 
candidates from Jordan and Sultanate of Oman through 
the Center’s facilities in the two countries as a first phase.
Nextec Inc. provides specialized exams and training in 
the fields of medicine, ICT and recruitment all over the 
world. The Incorporation has branches in the US, Canada, 
Europe, Latin America, South East Asia in addition to the 
Middle East.

TAGIMETRIC is a secure testing center equipped with web-
accessed monitoring services and student authentication 
facilities using the latest biometric technology. Its 

partners include, but not limited 
to, the British Council, the Syrian 
Virtual University, Person VUE , 
the International Arab Society of 
Certified Accountants (IASCA), 
the Arab International Society for 
Management Technology (AIMICT), 
the Arab Society for Intellectual 
Property (ASIP), the Licensing 
Executives Society-Arab Countries, 
in addition to recruitment exams 
for international agencies and 
entities.

Washington-based  
NEXTECINC 
Joins TAGI-METRIC 

Partners List   

EDUCATION
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TAG-Org and the Hashemite University 
Sign Cooperation Agreement    
AMMAN- HE Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh and 
Hashemite University President Professor 
Kamal Al Din Bani Hani signed a cooperation 
agreement covering a number of areas though 
with a specific focus on training.

The signing ceremony occurred during Dr. Abu-
Ghazaleh’s special visit to the University, which 
also included an interactive panel discussion 
attended by the University students, which Dr. 
Abu-Ghazaleh chaired.

Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh expressed his pride in the 
Hashemite University as it  continues to stand 
out in various educational, organizational, 
and community service fields. He highly 
commended Professor Bani Hani’s leadership 
of this educational institution saying, “I am 
proud of our partnership as well as earning His 
Majesty King Abdullah II bin Al Hussein trust 
being honored with the Order of Independence.”

“We will keep on working in accordance with His 
Majesty›s directives, under his wise leadership 

which has succeeded to keep Jordan stable and 
safe for his citizens; the matter that makes it 
easy for all of us to work and exert more efforts 
to achieve our goals.”

Dr. Bani Hani pointed out that the Hashemite 
University is an extraordinary model among 
public universities in the Kingdom; this is 
attributable to its significant achievements, 
which are considered a quantum leap in the 
development of the University to be in the ranks 
of the prestigious international universities. 
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He underscored the fact that the University has 
not received any direct financial subsidies from 
the government for six years, and it enjoys a 
comfortable financial situation with no debts 
or budget deficit, unlike most of other public 
universities. Furthermore, he stated that the 
University is carrying out major pilot and urban 
projects valued at JD100 million JD, 86 million 
out of which are self-financed. These projects 
include establishing modern classrooms and 
complexes, as well as high-tech laboratories that 
serve the educational process.

He stated that the Hashemite University has 
achieved the best record of academic staff 
compared to administrative staff among other 
public Jordanian universities stressing that 
such figures make the University compete with 
the most prestigious international ones.

Prof. Bani Hani believes that the secret behind 
the University’s success is attributed to the 
good management of available resources 
and planning which enabled them to execute 
major and strategic infrastructure and urban 
projects, besides the development of academic 
and student leadership through supporting 
the existing programs of scholarship, scientific 
research projects, and founding new programs.

In this regard, Prof. Bani Hani stated, “The 
University allocates nearly JD 2 million for 
scientific research projects. In the past few years, 
we allocated 6% out of the University budget 
for scientific research and scholarships though 
it should be 5% according to Universities Law. 
The University also provides material incentives 
to researchers from the faculty members who 
publish their researches in scientific magazines, 
as well as settling the fees of researches 
publishing in international journals. Moreover, 
we allocate amounts for improving living 
conditions of the University staff to achieve job 
satisfaction at a high rate.”

“The Hashemite University examined ways 
to reduce the cost of the JD 2 million annual 
electricity bill, and the best solution was to 
establish a modern solar energy plant to 
generate electricity. We have already commenced 

establishing the plant to produce 5 megawatts 
at a cost of JD 5.5 million. It will produce double 
the University›s needs of electricity.”

As for corporate social responsibility, Bani 
Hani emphasized that the Hashemite University 
is so keen to play a major role towards Zarqa 
Governorate residents and the local community 
by holding training courses, activities, events, 
and many other numerous distinctive services 
provided to the local community.

Pertaining to the MoU, it was agreed that 
teams of both parties will discuss means and 
mechanisms of cooperation to provide training 
services, to designate the Hashemite University 
as a center for training and examinations of 
Talal Abu-Ghazaleh International Diploma in IT 
Skills, and to consider means of establishing a 
fully equipped Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Knowledge 
Center at the premises of the Hashemite 
University. The two parties will also examine 
means of cooperation in launching E-marketing 
diplomas, pre-service teachers qualification, 
and educational diploma for teachers in-service 
(Diploma of Education).

The MoU also takes into account the launching 
of Information and Communication Technology 
Diploma and Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Bachelor of 
International Accounting in addition to holding 
professional and training courses in the area 
of creativity and innovation. Additionally, the 
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two parties agreed to establish cooperation 
channels in the field of auditing, accounting, 
intellectual property rights, and trademark 
registration.

The Future of Education in the World 
In a panel discussion entitled “The Future of 
Education in the World” organized by the 
University and moderated by Prof. Musleh 
Al Najjar, Assistant to the President of the 
University, Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh underlined the 
fact that women are the core element in the 
process of development and that they largely 
contribute to the gross domestic product (GDP) 
as they constitute half of the society and give 
birth to the other half. 

Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh stressed that all countries 
struggle to dominate this region as they are 
fully aware that the future lies here; not only 
our future but the future of the whole world. He 
confirmed that this region will be the source of 

science, innovation, and civilization as it used 
to be in the past.
He addressed the students saying that there 
is no future for individuals without acquiring 
the tools of knowledge. “Studying, success, 
and excellence are not enough to compete 
in the labor market. The real future lies in 
transforming all businesses of different 
disciplines to digital as future will be only for 
knowledge.”

Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh pointed out that Abu-
Ghazaleh Intellectual Property (AGIP) has been 
ranked No.(1) in the world for adopting the trend 
to be a digital and knowledgeable company in 
all its activities. He called on students to face 
challenges and pursue their ambitions and 
dreams without waiting for support from any 
other party since creativity, excellence, and 
innovation can only be achieved by the person 
himself/herself.
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AMMAN - HE Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh visited AL 
Khawarizmi College in Amman. He was received 
by Chairman of the Board Dr. Mohammed Al-
Qadoumi, in the presence of Vice President and 
General Manager Mr. Sultan Al-Qadoumi and 
Public Relations Consultant Dr. Farouq Al-Azzeh. 

The two parties discussed cooperation in many 
fields with the aim of serving the national interest 
in particular and the Arab youth in general.

Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh expressed his gratitude for the 
warm welcome as well as his admiration for the 
College’s continuous educational initiatives and 
efforts stressing that TAG-Org and the College 
aim at serving the country and youth by building 
their capacities.

He further indicated that TAG-Org provides 
its services at a global level through its offices 
and representative offices around the world. He 
committed to welcome  any cooperation with any 
entity or institution to achieve the Organization’s 
main objective in developing youth skills and 
building  capacities in various fields especially 
in technical application areas. At the same time, 
Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh welcomed cooperation with 
Khawarizmi College and its Academy featured 
for their high-tech facilities.

For his part, Dr. Qadoumi thanked Dr. 
Abu-Ghazaleh for his visit and stressed 
the importance of cooperation with this 
deep-rooted international organization. He 
stated that the College and its Academy 
seek to qualify the youth and to build their 
capacities in the majority of Arab countries 
including the GCC, Syria, Iraq, Yemen, Libya, 
and Sudan. 

Dr. Qadoumi pointed out that the College 
strives to qualify the youth to enter the  labor 
market and become a skilled force especially 
in vocational fields.

The two side’s discussions covered TAG-
Org Electronic Cloud, Arabic Fluency Exam 
developed by the Organization, Talal Abu-
Ghazaleh Training Academy which provides 
more than 500 training courses globally, 
academic certificates especially Cambridge 
English qualifications’ courses and exams. 

Both sides also agreed to organize a Media 
event, pursue cooperation between TAG-
Confucius and Khawarizmi College in 
teaching Chinese, the contribution of 
the College to the content of TAGIPEDIA, 
broadcasting the College news through Talal 
Abu-Ghazaleh Business and Culture Radio 
to support the College in marketing its 
services, and the provision of ISO services 
and related training courses.

A tour was organized for Dr. Abu Ghazaleh 
to visit the different College and Academy 
facilities that included vocational and 
technical training labs, theatre, as well as 
the Television Production and Direction 
Department. 

Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization and Khawarizmi 
College Cooperate in Various Fields



TAG-Org News Magazine

32

Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Knowledge Society Inaugurated 
at the World Islamic Science & Education University
AMMAN - HE Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh with Prof. 
Salman AlBdour, Islamic University President, 
inaugurated the Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Knowledge 

Station (TAG-KS) at WISE Consultation, Training 
and Community Service Center. The inauguration 
ceremony was  attended by Prof. Yasin Al Zu’bi,

University  Vice President, deans of faculties 
as well as by Dr. Abdul Fattah Al Abdallat, 
Director of the Center. 

During the ceremony, Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh stated 
that he believes in the youth and works for their 
best interest, expressing his pride in cooperating 
with the Islamic University through TAG-KS to 
serve the students and the local community, 
based on his deep-rooted belief that the  future 
is in the hands of those who create knowledge. 

“We are ready at TAG-Org to cooperate with 
WISE in various fields that serve the students, 
youth and the society as a whole,” he affirmed. 
 Prof. AlBdour welcomed Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh and 
the accompanying delegation saying , “Talal Abu-
Ghazaleh Organization has definitely become a 
leading group in diversified fields of business at 
regional and international levels. It has not only 
trained its staff but also provided its capacity 
building services to many other institutions”.

President AL Bdour added that the Talal Abu 
Ghazaleh Group “has distinguished itself 
by giving much attention and focusing on 
educational institutions promoting therefore 
the idea of establishing knowledge stations at 
many Jordanian universities, including the one 
now established at WISE, which will extend its 

services, and capacity building opportunities to 
students, staff, as well as the local community”
For his part, Dr. Al Abdallat emphasized that 
the inauguration of TAG Knowledge Station 
comes in conformity with His Majesty’s vision 
in supporting knowledge competence of the 
Jordanian society, improving the skills of the 
youth in the fields of science and knowledge 
using the information technology, and 
developing university students’ potentials and 
capabilities.

During the ceremony, Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh and 
Prof. AlBdour exchanged honorary shields and 
then toured the permanent exhibition of the 
“College of Arts and Islamic Architecture”.

In this context, two cooperation agreements 
were signed between  WISE and TAG-KS aimed at 
serving the youth and building their capacities. 
The two agreements stipulate the establishment 
of a branch of TAG-KS in one of the training 
halls at WISE Training Center. 

They also provide for cooperation in the area 
of training and qualifying courses in various 
programs offered by TAG-Org to qualify and 
train students to become qualified graduates 
who meet the labor market requirements. 
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Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Knowledge Forum Holds 
“Developing Education is the Core for Reform” 
Conference

AMMAN - The Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Knowledge 
Forum (TAGKF) Programs for Children 
Committee organized a conference on 
“Developing Education is the Core for Reform” 
under the patronage of HE Dr. Adnan Badran, 
former prime minister and Chairman of the 
Higher Council of the National Center for 
Curriculum Development (NCCD).

In his welcoming remarks at the opening 
session, HE Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh stressed 
the importance of education and knowledge 
in restoring the glory of the Arab world, which 
once was the cradle of civilizations and science: 
stating that it will again lead the world in 
knowledge, science and change. 

Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh expressed gratitude to all 
TAGKF committees particularly the Programs 
for Children Committee, which organized this 
event, pointing out that the seminar conclusions 
and recommendations will be submitted to 
HE Dr. Adnan Badran in the hope that they 
contribute to NCCD efforts. 

 Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh further re affirmed  that the 
Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization (TAG-Org) 
seeks to support education through its various 

programs, explaining that the Organization’s 
current plan seeks to widely disseminate 
knowledge and science by the year 2040.

Dr. Abu Ghazaleh noted that these programs 
include the enrichment of the Arabic content 
on the Internet, through the TAGIPEDIA project- 
launched two years ago- that by the end of this 
year will reach 2 million articles. They also 
include, he said, TAG-Org’s Fluency in Arabic 
Language Test that will serve Arabic-speakers as 
well as those interested in learning the Arabic 
language. To that Dr. Abu Ghazaleh added the 
promotion of  learning the  English language 
in cooperation with a Cambridge University 
program and the Organization’s ongoing 
endeavor to promote knowledge through the 
Talal Abu-Ghazaleh International Diploma in IT 
aSkills (TAG-DIT).

For his part, Dr. Badran called for a white 
revolution that takes into account the Jordanian 
human being and deals with him as a human 
fortune.

“Jordan was a regional pioneer in Education, 
however, it witnessed a decline. We have to save 
public and higher education and set them as top 
priorities on our national agenda, the process 
is easy and not as complicated as people might 
think, yet, it needs the will.” Dr. Badran said.

Referring to HM King Abdullah II 7th Discussion 
Paper, titled “Developing Human Resources and 
Education Imperative for Jordan’s Progress”, Dr. 
Badran quoted the paragraph in which the King 
said: “Schools should graduate students who 
know how to think, how to learn, how to seize 
opportunities and how to develop innovative 
problem-solving skills. This calls for a modern 
educational system that expands students’ 
horizons….”
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Dr. Badran affirmed that the NCCD 
participated in various discussion sessions 
on the development of curriculum and there 
is a consensus on the necessity of developing 
curriculum, schoolbooks, teaching methods 
and exams as well as the importance of using 
modern technologies in teaching, testing 
and evaluation, correction, and qualifying 
teachers by training them, using modern 
techniques and practical implementation.  

Meanwhile, Dr. Randa Amayri, conference 
manager, said that this event comes within 
the vision of developing education as a 
core for reform in conformity in light of 
guidelines included in  the 7th Discussion 
Paper of HM King Abdullah II.

At the end of the opening ceremony, Dr. Abu-
Ghazaleh exchanged honorary shields with 
Dr. Badran in addition to honoring members 
of the Programs for Children Committee.

At the end of the conference, the participants 
called for a review of the admission policy 
at community colleges and universities, 
encouraging admission of outstanding 
students, revising the role and independence 
of teachers in teaching and implementing 
the curriculum; stressing at the same time  
relations of cooperation, participation and 
mutual exchange of knowledge rather than 
competition. 

The participants also urged the necessity 
for preparing teachers and motivating them 
to become leaders in the learning and the 
teaching process. They also stressed the need 
for coordination between the Ministry of 
Education and the other education faculties 
at the public universities towards objective 
selection of outstanding graduates to train 
and prepare for making positive change in 
education and teaching. 
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The
Forum

For the full IPSEF conference programme see 
www.ipsef.net or call +44 (0)7960 934369

Knowledge Partners

Supported by

How people have bene�ted 
from attending IPSEF 

IPSEF is a unique international conference for school 
owners and leaders researching or planning expansion 
at home or overseas. 
IPSEF features numerous case studies from schools that have recently opened 
a new operation and includes keynote presentations and panel discussions on 
essential themes including market trends and opportunities, choosing an 
investment partner, appointing your new Head, school design, and the 
regulatory environment. Importantly delegates network with a wide range of  
potential partners from across the world.

A series of FREE school visits on the third day provide a unique and valuable 
opportunity to visit new or innovative schools, and meet key sta� members 
involved in the school journey.

An opportunity to gauge the market.  
UK SCHOOL

Engaging with school leaders and 
investors to look into possible 
collaboration. 
UAE GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL

Thanks to IPSEF we got a very clear 
perspective of the opportunities 
and challenges of setting up 
schools in the Middle East. 
UAE SCHOOL

This has cemented relationships, 
established new ones, and my 
organisation has learned more. 
UK SCHOOL

Good exposure to the education 
industry world-wide.  
UAE SCHOOL

Media Partner

The only international business conference 
for private and international schools
IPSEF Middle East Conference, 3-4 October 2017
School Visits, 5 October 2017

IPSEF China Forum 
launches spring 2018
– see www.ipsef.net 
for the latest news.

NEW
FOR

2018!

Join us in Dubai!

University Campus Visits: 
4th October 

Higher Education Forum: 
5th October

NEW FOR 2017!
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AMMAN - HE Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh received 
Governor Mohammad Al-Kharisha, Director 
of Administrative Affairs, Human Resources 
and Performance Development and Governor 
Mohammad Al-Sarhan, Director of Local 
Development at the Ministry of interior, to 
discuss means of cooperation in the field 
of services provided by Talal Abu-Ghazaleh 
Organization (TAG-Org).

Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh highly commended the 
continuous efforts offered by the Ministry, in 
serving all members of the society emphasizing 

the Ministry’s role in the life of citizens.
The two parties discussed the provision of 
training programs through Talal Abu-Ghazaleh 
Academy in accordance with the Ministry’s 
training needs.

They agreed to sign a Memorandum of 
Understanding that includes cooperation in 
applying the E-government system, teaching 
English as TAG-Org is accredited from Cambridge 
English Language Assessment, and providing 
digital academic qualification programs for the 
Ministry employees.

TAG - KNOWLEDGE FORUM

TAG-Org organizes “Secretariat’s Codes of Practice and Procedures” training 
course for the Ministry Staff

Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization and Ministry of 
Interior Discuss Means of Cooperation
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Meanwhile, TAG-Org and TAG-Knowledge Society 
has concluded the first training course for 
the Ministry employees entitled, “Secretariat’s 
Codes of Practice and Procedures.”

The three-day course for secretaries of 
governorate councils, focused on their tasks and 
their role in applying the new Decentralization 
Law. 

The training course is part of TAG-Org’s 
initiatives to serve governmental institutions by 
developing their employees’ skills, building their 
capacities, and supporting different institutions 
based on the Organization’s role in fulfilling its 
Corporate Social Responsibility.   

Dr. Omar Al-Trawneh, a specialized adviser 
in Human Resources Development, briefed 

the participants on secretary tasks, how 
to prepare reports, how to take notes and 
minutes of meetings, the distinction between 
the basic legal concepts and the legislative and 
regulatory requirements, and other subjects. 
There was also focus on the importance of 
their role in supporting the Councils’ decisions 
and its effectiveness, which contributed to the 
development of the municipal councils.

Cooperation between TAG-Org and the Ministry 
of Interior is an application of the visions of 
HM King Abdullah II in enhancing partnership 
between the public and private sectors in various 
fields.

Certificates were presented at a graduation 
ceremony to the 27 participating secretaries 
from the governorate councils.
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AMMAN - The Health 
Affairs Committee at Talal 
Abu-Ghazaleh Knowledge 
Forum (TAGKF) has started 
its meetings to examine 
the challenges facing 
the health sector in the 
Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan.

Committee head, Dr. Nidal 
Younis affirmed that the 
health sector faces various 
challenges including 
financing, man power, 
facilities, logistic services, 
as well as the availability 
of medicines and medical 
supplies. He stressed that 
the general circumstances 
and the ability of the state 
to create job opportunities 
and fight poverty and 
hunger is reflected 
on its ability to offer 
comprehensive and high 
quality healthcare. 

Dr. Younis reviewed with 
the committee the 20016 
UN Human Development 
Report  in which Jordan 
was ranked as 9th at the 
Arab countries’ level and 

as 86 out of 188 countries in the Human Development Index (HDI). 

For their part, members of the Committee stated that the forced 
migrations to Jordan resulted in huge implications putting 
pressure on most sectors and services in Jordan including the 
health sector. They expressed the need for a health security plan 
in the Kingdom; noting that the Human Development Report 
underlined the importance of health security as a stabilizing 
factor for any country.

They also pointed out that there is no real partnership between 
public and private institutions in this sector, stressing the need for 
initiating health awareness plans through permanent exhibitions 
at schools mainly. 

They also emphasized the importance of incorporating physical 
and health education in the school curricula as well as  the role  
the media should play in health education and awareness. 

Health Affairs Committee of 
Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Forum Discusses 
Challenges in the Sector
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AMMAN - Under the 
patronage of HE Dr. 
Talal Abu-Ghazaleh, 
TAG-Knowledge Society 
(TAGKS) organized an 
awareness workshop on 
“Work Ethics” for a group of 
young people from various 
organizations, with the 
aim of raising awareness 
on ethical culture in the 
workplace. 

Dr. Abu-Ghazaleh stressed 
the importance of abiding 
by work ethics as a 
principle that impacts both 
the institution as well as 
the individual. 

He urged the youth to 
benefit from the workshop 
by adhering to conclusions 
that contribute to the 
promotion of work 
ethics, proposing to 
form a committee to 
draft a code of ethics in 
the workplace. He also 
expressed his readiness to 
adopt the outcomes of the 
Committee’s conclusions 
and submit it to the 
concerned parties and 
decision makers through 
TAG-KS.

For his part, Mr. Fadi Al-Daoud, Director of “Youth Forum for 
Policy Development” initiative stated that the aim of organizing 
such workshops and programs for the youths is to build their 
capacity and prepare them to enter the labor market, noting the 
importance of investing in the youth.

During the workshop, participants reviewed the best practices to 
disseminate ethical culture in the workplace. They also discussed 
the concepts of conflict of interest, workplace harassment and 
violence, Code of Conduct, reporting procedure for violation of 
code of conduct rules, fraud, forgery, corruption and methods to 
detect and prevent corruption. 

They also expressed gratitude to TAG-KS for organizing the 
workshop that highlighted the positive impact of ethical culture 
on both institutions and workers.  

It is worth mentioning that participants consisted of representatives 
of organizations working in the field of youth empowerment 
such as INJAZ, Jordan Education for Employment, Elia Nuqul 
Foundation, LOYAC, and the German Agency for International 
Cooperation (GIZ).  

“Work Ethics” Awareness Workshop 
for Youth at Talal Abu-Ghazaleh 
Knowledge Society
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HE Dr. Talal Abu-Ghazaleh awarded the Legion of 
Honour ‘Chevalier de la Légion d’Honneur from Mr. Robert 

Mitterrand, The Elysee Palace, France 
(1985)
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Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization Members

1.	 Talal Abu-Ghazaleh & Co. International (TAG-Audit)	 tagi.com 
Audit and Accounting Services

2.	 Talal Abu-Ghazaleh & Co. Consulting (TAG-Consult)	 tag-consultants.com 
Management, Economic, and Financial Consulting Services

3.	 Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Valuation (TAG-Value)	 tagvaluation.com
Asset Valuation and Branding Services

4.	 Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Domains (TAG-Domains)	 tagidomains.com 
ICANN Accredited Registrar

5.	 Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Information Technology International (TAG-ITI)	 tagiti.com
Consultation, Development and Implementation in the Field of Information
and Communication Technology (ICT)

6.	 Talal Abu-Ghazaleh E-Solutions (TAG E-Solutions)	 tagesolutions.com 
Software Solutions

7.	 Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Intellectual Property (AGIP)	 agip.com 
Registration and Protection of Intellectual Property Rights

8.	 Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Legal (TAG-Legal)	 tag-legal.com
Legal Services

9.	 Talal Abu-Ghazaleh International Advertising (TAG-Media)	 tagorgmedia.com
Media Consultants

10.	 Talal Abu-Ghazaleh International Press & Publishing (TAG-Publish)	 tag-publication.com 
Services and Consultations in the Field of Printing and Publishing

11.	 Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Recruitment & Human Resources Development (TAG-Recruit)	 tagirecruitment.com
Human Resources and Recruitment Services

12.	 Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Advisory (TAG-Advisors)	 tagadvisory.com
Management Advisory Services, Technology Transfer Project

13.	 Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Tenders (TAG-Tenders)	 tagtenders.com
Tenders and Bids

14.	 Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Translation Distribution & Publishing (TAG-Translate)	 tagtranslate.com
Professional Interpretation and Translation Services

15.	 Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Visa Services - Chinese Visa Section (TAG-Visa)	 tag-visa.com 
Chinese Visa Services

16.	 Talal Abu-Ghazaleh International University (TAGI-UNI)	 tagiuni.com 
Highly Accredited Online Academic and Professional Programs

17.	 Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Digital University (TAG-DU)	 tag-du.com
Providing Digital Educational Programs 

18.	 Talal Abu-Ghazaleh University College of Business-Bahrain (TAG-UCB)	 tagucb.com 
Bachelor Degrees in Business Administration

19.	 Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Educational Consulting (TAG-Education)	 tageducational.com 
Academic consulting and counselling in the field of higher education

20.	 Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Confucius Institute (TAG-Confucius)	 tagconfucius.com 
Teaching Chinese Language
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21.	 Talal Abu-Ghazaleh E-Training (TAGE-Training)	 tagitc.com
Providers of Accredited IT Training and Certification Services

22.	 Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Academy (TAG-Academy)	 tag-academy.com
Organizing, Holding and Sponsoring Training Courses, Workshops and Seminars

23.	 Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Knowledge Society (TAG-KS)	 tag-ks.com
It is the CSR arm of TAG-Org which, helps the youth enter labor market through
offering them training courses and linking them with job seekers

24.	 Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Knowledge Forum (TAGKF)	 tag-forum.org
Event Organizing Services

25.	 Electronic Arabic Encyclopedia Registration Website (TAGEPEDIA)	 register.tagepedia.org
Enriching the online world with Arabic content 

26.	 Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Laptop (TAGITOP)	 tagitop.com
Affordable state-of-the-art Laptops

27.	 International Arab Society of Certified Accountants (IASCA)	 iascasociety.org
Professional Certificates (IACPA, IACMA and IFRS Expert), Membership, Training Courses,
and Professional Publications

28.	 Arab Society for Intellectual Property (ASIP)	 aspip.org
Training and Raising Awareness in Legal and Intellectual Property Fields 

29.	 Licensing Executives Society - Arab Countries (LES-AC)	 lesarab.org
Advancing the Business of Intellectual Property Globally

30.	 The Arab International Society for Management Technology (AIMICT)	 aimict.org
Capacity building and advanced IT training 

31.	 Arab Center for  Mediation and Arbitration (AIPMAS)	 aipmas.org
Conflict settlement related to Intellectual Property

32.	 Arab Organization for Quality Assurance in Education (AROQA)	 aroqa.org
Quality of Education

33.	 Arab States Research and Education Networks (ASREN)	 asrenorg.net
High Speed Research and Education Networks and e-Infrastructure Services 

34.	 Talal Abu-Ghazaleh for Cloud Computing Services (TAG-Cloud)	 tagcloudconsult.com
Cloud Computing Consulting Services (CCCS)

35.	 Family Business Governance Center (FBGC)	 fbgc.jo
Family business and governance

36.	 Arab Omani Management Training Institute (AOTI-Oman)	 tagi-aoti.com
Organize, hold and sponsor training courses, workshops and seminars

37.	 Abu-Ghazaleh Intellectual Property News Agency (AG-IP News)	 ag-ip-news.com
Providing media services in the field of intellectual property

38.	 All 4 Palestine Organization (All4Palestine)	 all4palestine.com
Providers of Prominent Palestinian Profiles

39.	 Economic Policy Development Forum (EPDForum)	 epdforum.org
Economic research and studies

40.	 Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Information Technology International News Agency (TAG-IT News)	 tagitnews.com
Media Services in the Field of Information Technology
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41.	 TAG-knowledge and Wealth Creation (TAG-Creation)	 tagcreation.com
Business Advisory and Wealth Creation

42.	 Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Training-Bahrain (TAGI-Training Bh.)	 tagitraining.bh
Training Services

43.	 Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Education News Agency (TAG-Educa News)	 tageducanews.com
Media services in the field of education

44.	 Arab Center For Dispute Resolution (ACDR)	 acdr.aipmas.org
Domain Name Dispute Resolution

45.	 Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Proctored Testing Centers (TAGI-Metric)	 tagimetric.com
Third Party Proctored Examinations and Assessments.

46.	 Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Capital Services (TAG-Capital)	 tag-capital.com
Financial consultations

47.	 Talal Abu-Ghazaleh University Management Advisory Services (TAG-Universities)	 taguniconsult.com
Consultations in Higher Education

48.	 Talal Abu-Ghazaleh for Dispute Resolution Center (TAG-Resolution)	 tagresolution.com
Arbitration to settle conflicts in the field of trademarks

49.	 Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Computer Refurbishment Center (TAG-CRC)	 tagcrc.com
Refurbishing and developing computers

50.	 Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Design & Publishing (TAG-Design)	 tagidesign.com
Design of printing consultations

51.	 Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Research Center (TAG-Research)	 tagrsc.com 
Business Education Researches

52.	 Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Academy for Languages (TAG-Lingual)	 tag-languages.com
Languages Training and educational courses

53.	 Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Internal Audit (TAG-Audit)	 taginternalaudit.com
Internal Audit Services

54.	 Jordanian National Orchestra Association (JOrchestra)	 jorchestra.com
Concerts and Musical Events

55.	 Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Foundation (TAG-Foundation)	 tag-foundation.org
Initiatives in areas of social development, economy, training
and job creation, and thought and research forums 

56.	 TAG-International Institute for Social Responsibility (TAG-IISR)	 tag-foundation.org
Social development, economic, and training initiatives 

57.	 Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Partners in Development (TAG-PID)	 tag-foundation.org
Initiatives and forums Development

58.	 Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Patents (TAG-Patents)	 tagip-search.com
Patents services 

59.	 Talal Abu-Ghazaleh Organization (TAG-Org)	 tagorg.com
The Global Organization for professional services and education

60.	 Talal Abu-Ghazaleh International Diploma in IT Skills (TAG-DIT)	 tagitc.com
Providers of Accredited IT Training and Certification Services

61.	 ICTDAR – Talal Abu Ghazaleh for Small and Medium Enterprises (ICTDAR-TAG SME)	 tagorg.com
Provide training to small and medium businesses and entrepreneurs to build sustainable practices
and enable them to access finance
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